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| vue January 23, n en de met: 
A being the firſt day of the fourth Selon of the 
ſixteenth Parliament of Great-Britain, his Majeſty. 
opened the ſame with a moſt gracious Speech from be 
Throne, which the Speaker, having 1 returned from the Lords, 
defired permiſlion to read as follows : wr RRP Pe ans 
1 1% Lords end Gentlemen, hola 


L £32 
* 


„ have particular ſatisfaction in beistiys Joe that 
Ft: Ilaſt have met you in Parliament, the tranquillity of Eu- 


rope bas remained uninterrupted, and that all foreign powers. , 


* 


continue to expreſs their friendly diſpoſition to this country. 

. 1 have concluded a Treaty of N avigation.and Commerce 
with the h, Moſt Chriſtian King, a copy of which ſhall be laid , 
before you. I muſt recommend, i it to $70 to take ſuch es- 
57 you ſhall judge proper for e W '3 and 
3 | 
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PARLIAMENTARY IV. 23. 


Ie yen Will find that the proviſions contained in it are 
calculated for the encouragement of induſtry and the exten - 
ion of lawful commerce in both countries; and by promoting 
A beneficial intercourſe between our reſpeRive ſubjects, appear 
likely to give additional permanence to the bleſſings of peace. 
I hall keep the ſame ſalutary objects ip view in the Com- 
mercial Arrangements which I am negociating with other 
powers. 
„ I have alſo given FR "Wee for laying before you a copy 
of a convention agreed upon between me and the Catholic 
King, for Earryitig into effect the ſixth article of the laſt 
treaty of peace. | 
„ Gentlemen of the Huus of — 
&« [ have ordered the eſtimates for the preſent year to be 
laid before you, and I have the fulleft reliance on your readi- 
neſs to make due proviſion for the ſeveral branches of the 
public ſervice. 
© The ſtate of the revenue will, I am perſuaded, con- 
tinue to engage your conſtant attention, as being eſſentially 
connected with the national * and the 5 and 
- ſafety of my domin ions. 
ye « My Lords and di... ; | 
e 1 has been formed, by my 7 "I * . 
ſporting a, number of convicts, in order to remove the incon- 
venience which aroſe from the crowded ſtate of the gaols in 
different parts of the kingdom; and you will, I doubt not, 
take ſuch farther meaſures as may be, neceſſary for this | 
purpoſe. | 
AI cen peu will be able in this Sefon to carry into effect 
regulations for the eafe of the merchants, and for ſimplifying 
tue public 3ccounts in the various branches of the revenue; 
and I rely upon che uniform continuance of your exertions, 
in pur fut of fuch objects as may tend till farther to improve 
tlie —_ ae and to promote and confiim che welfare, 
1 . 7 ae * e (11 wear 3 
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Lord Compton (the ſon of the Earl of Northampton) roſe Lord Comps | 
1 Addreſs to be preſented to his Majeſty, in return 
for his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech to Parliament. His 
Lordſhip began by obſerving, that it muſt give every member 
of that Houſe pleaſure to learn, tbat the tranquillity of Europe, 
and particularly of this country, was likely to be permanent. 

That moſt of our late wars had ariſen from the narrow and illi- 
deral notions which had long prevailed throughout Europe 
with reſpect to commerce. That commerce could never 
exiſt under numerous and heavy reſtrictions. That it was 
owing to our prejudices that ſuch reſtrictions had ſo long 
continued between England and France; two countries 
which, of all the European nations, were the beſt ſituated 
for commercial intercourſe. That it muſt conſequently be 
grateful to every lover of his country to find that theſe pre- 
judices no Jonger-exiſted, and that a Treaty of Navigation 
and Commerce was concluded, which would not only pro- 
mote induſtry, and increaſe our wealth, but would ſecure to 
us advantages far more intereſting to our een wy 
rendering permanent the bleſſings of peace. 

With regard to the tranſportation of convicts, bis leedftip 
obſerved, that it was a meaſure of abſolute neoeſſity, ariſing 

* from the crowded ſtate of the gaols; that no penitentiary 
| houſes bad been built, though an Act had paſſed for their 
erection ; tranſportation therefore was the only remedy for 
an evil which required immediate redreſs. 

His Lordſhip then mentioned che utility of ſimplifying 
the. public accounts in the various branches of the [public 
revenue, and the importance of increaſing the national re- 
ſources ; and concluded hy reminding the Houſe, that two 
events had taken place ſince their laſt meeting, in which all 
who had any perſonal attachment to their Sovegeign were 
deeply intereſted, the attempt upon his life, and the death of 
ide Princeſs Amelia. It was therefore highly becoming in 
them to condole, with his Majeſty on the loſs of his maſt 
excellent and illuſtrious aunt, and to Join their congratula- 

8 tions 


"{ / 
> 
4 


2 
C 1 
2 
* 
C 
| — a 
— 
* 
1 
2 
*F 
4 
We 
- a * 
1 
9 
2 
th 
4 «> 
5 1 
; | 
* 5. N 
\ * 
. 
* 
\ 


PARLIAMENTARY IIAX. 23. 


tions to thoſe of a grateful people, on an event which aſcer- 
tained to him how much he was beloved by his ſubjects, and 
gave him an opportunity of ſhewing them, by his humane 
and generous treatment of the unhappy author of the at- 
tempt, how much he was deſerving of their affections. 
. Whilſt the Houſe weighed all thefe circumſtances in their 
minds, he felt the firmeſt confidence that they would unani- 
mouſly ſupport him in his motion, . that an humble Addreſs 
de preſented to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the thanks 
of this Houſe for his gracious Speech from the Throne: 
«© To take the earlieſt opportunity of offering in our own 
name, and in that of all the Commons of Great-Britain, our 
- moſt hearty congratulations on the preſervation of a life ſo 
juſtly dear to his people; and to expreſs our ſenſe of the 
peculiar favour of Providence in averting the danger'to which 
we were expoſed, and rendering it only the occaſien of ma- 
nifeſting, in the fulleſt manner, thoſe ſentiments of duty and 
affectionate attachment to his | ſacred perſon, - which are 
deeply rooted in the hearts of all his Majeſty's ſubjects: 
« To condole with his Majeſty on the unfortunate death 
of that moſt illuſtrious and excellent Ry his N 8 
aunt, the Princeſs Amelia ) 
& That we learn Wich gest kalte Man that: the tran- 
quillity of Europe remains uninterrupted; and, that his 
Majeſty cantinues to receive aſſurances from all foreign * 
of their friendly diſpoſition towards this count: 
That we are ſenſible of bis Majeſty's goodneſs in hav- 
ing directed the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation with 
the Moſt Chriſtian King, and the Convention agreed upon 
with the Catholic King, to be laid before us: that both 
theſe events, particularly 'a meaſure ſo important and ex- 
tenſive as a, Commercial Arrangement between this country 
and France, muſt be highly intereſting to us, and our con- 


ſtituents; and that it will afford us the trueſt ſatisfaction to 


concur in any meaſure calculated for the encouragement of 


OS. 


On Toh SY t 


| induſtry, 1 
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- induſtry, and the extenſion of lawful commerce ; and which, 
by promoting a beneficial intercourſe between the two coun- 
tries, ſhall appear likely to give additional permanence to the 
' bleſſings of peace: | 
% That his Majeſty may rely on our readineſs to make 
due proviſion for the ſeveral branches of the public ſervice ; 
and that the ſtate of the revenue, ſo nearly connected with 
the national credit, and the ſafety and proſperity of his 
Majeſty” $ TR, will continue to engage our 3 


« That we ſhall be deſirous of taking ſuch meaſures as 


may be neceſſary for the tranſportation of convicts, in order 
to 'remedy the inconvenience which has ariſen from the 
crowded ſtate of the gaols in different parts of the kingdom : 
<« That we ſhall diligently apply ourſelves to the conſide- 
Tation of any regulations which can be adopted for the eaſe 
of the merchants, and for ſimplifying the public accounts in 
the various branches of the revenue; and that it will be 
equally our duty and inclination to uſe our utmoſt exertions 
in purſuit of ſuch objects, as may tend ſtill farther to improve 
the national reſources, and to ſecond his Majeſty's | gracious 
and paternal wiſhes for the welfare and happineſs of * 
people. 92 
Mr. Montagu roſe to ſecond the motion. Before he ad Mr. Mon- 
verted to thoſe parts of the Addreſs, which correſponded with **** | 
the topicks of his Majeſty's gracious ſpeech, he ſaid he 
wiſhed to expreſs his hearty concurrence with thoſe ſentiments 
of joy and congratulation, which are ſo naturally excited by 
his Majeſty's late happy deliverance, Happy indeed might 
he call it, ſince the general horror and alarm had been fraught 
with no other conſequence, than the moſt earneſt teſtimonies 
of the general love and veneration for his ſacred perſon. 
% We felt for our own Me we rejoice in our own pre- 
raden | is 
B 3 # B pro 


PARLIAMENTARY [Jar 23. 
He prefaced his comment on the Addreſs, by profeſſing 
that he derived ſome degree of confidence from the aſſuranee 
that the preſent Seffion was opened with the moſt joyful 


proſpects of returning wealth and proſperity, He rejoiced 
«that it was not his buſineſs to urge the Houſe to renew the 
efforts of an unſucceſsful war, or even to join in the acela- 
mations of victory. He contraſted the uncertainty and 
deſtruction attending ſchemes of conqueſt with the ſolid 
advantages of peace and amity, the foundations of which 
were only to be laid on the baſis of mutual advantage. 
© He ſpoke of the loſſes to our trade by every ſucceſſive dvar 
With France; of the weight of debt incurred by diſputes with 
our rival neighbours; which nothing but the almoſt pretet- 
patufal force of accumulated induſtry could ſurmount. The 
ptineiple of the treaty, the expediency of the proviſions, he 
left to be enlarged upon by thoſe who were more competent 
to ſpeak on ſuch ſubjects; he expreſſed his own approbition, 
the reſult of what judgment he was capable of exerciſing on 
ſo extended a buſineſs. He-enforced the neceflity of ſuch u 
Treaty, at the preſent conjuncture, from the loſs of our mo- 
nopoly of the American” market; that the trading capital 
which had been forced towards that quarter by the extraor- 
dinary profits of the monopoly, muſt take ſome new direction. 
| That the preſent Treaty only cleared and inade free thoſe chan- 
nels through which the efforts of trade would tend to paſs in 

ſpite of injudicious obſtructions. He compared the monopoly 

of America to an annuity upon an uncertain ill adminiſtered 
fund, the trade to France to a fee fimple, with prompt and 

conſtant payment. After mentioning the neceffity of a ſim- 
plification of the cuftoms, he concluded his ſpeech, by aſking 
the Houſe what was 'to be the conſequence, if the preſent 

Treaty received the ſanction of Parliament? The triumph of 

the ſucceſsful warrior, he ſaid, was followed: by the exulting 
eyes and hearts of his fellow citizens; regardleſs of the 

Hazards we have run, the dangers we have eſcaped, we think 

| only. 


% 


* * 
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only of his ſervices and his conqueſts and ſhould the labo- 
rious wiſdom of political prudence, which reaches permanent 
ends without the intervention of Choice, which ſecures the 
bloodleſs acquiſition of endleſs wealth, the price of empire, 
the hope of public redemption, paſs unnoticed, unpraifed, un- 


rewarded ? Should the Miniſter who enriches his country, 


inattentive to his own private emolument, be unrevered? No, 
"he faid; fame and honour ſhould be his fuitable reward. 
Exalted as is the glory of Lord Chatham, amidft the trophies 


-of war, not leſs ſhould be the rank of his ſon in Ge annals | 


of peace | 


Thi Adinds nete wall wear ahs Ohair, Mr. ox Mr. Tes. 


'roſe and declared, that there was not in the Speech or the 
Addreſs a ſentiment which he did not fully agree with, nor 
which he was not ready to avow, Indeed, be faid, he ſhould 
have been exceedingly ſorry had there been occaſion for any 
difference of opinion reſpecting an Addreſs beginning with 
expreſſions of congratulation to his Majeſty, upon an event, 
in the failure of which every man, of every party and deſerip- 
tion, both within and without thoſe walls, maſt be of one and 
the ſame mind, and muſt cordially and fincerely join in the 
-moſt heartfelt joy and ſatisfaction. He was glad therefore 
that the Addreſs had been ſo properly worded, that it did not 
call for oppoſition or objection of any ſort; ſince without 
pledging the Houſe to an approbation of the Treaty of Com- 


merce, or to any future vote upon the ſubject, it barely re- 
turned thanks for his Majeſty's gracious communication of 


the Fa; and promiſed to conſider it, when properly before 
the Houſe, with the atygntion which a matter of ſuch infinite 
importance well deſerved. That being the cafe, and as from 
the ſubject of the early part of the Addreſs, it muſt be to be 
"wiſhed, that ſuch an Addreſs ſhould paſs nemine contraditente, 
he aſſured the Houſe he would not object to it; and that, in 


all probability, be ſhould have contented himſelf with giving 


his ſilent vote to the queſtion. then before the, Houſe, had not 
1. 34 | ſomething 
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ſomething fallen. from the Noble Lord and the Hon. Gentle- fc 
man, who moved and ſeconded the Addreſs, and particularly fi 
from the latter, that looked ſo like graſping at general prin- tl 
ciples, as the principles upon which the Commercial Treaty c 
was to be maintained, that he thought it neceſſaty to riſe then, p 
and in, as few words as poſſible, take ſome notice of thoſe 9 
principles ; which he would do in a general manner, withqut A 
eatering at all into detail upon the Treaty, which he was N 
well aware was neither properly before the Houſe, nor then F 
under diſcuſſn, but which he eld give his ien m 
upon at a future opportunity. | v 
fi 


eas 11 After an exotdium to this-purport, Mr, Fox 3 that 
_ the noble Lord, and the Hon. Gentleman who moved the Ad- 
dreſs, had contraſted the uncertainty of war with the ſolid 
advantages of peace, and the ſubſtantial benefits of commerce 
with the deſtructive means of conqueſt ; as if it were a fact 
that this coyntry had eyer gone to war for the ſake of extend- 
ing dominion, or gratifying a luſt of power, and an inordi- 
nate ambition. The fact, he declared, was notoriouſly other- 
wiſe; and he was enough of an Engliſhman to riſe in vindica- 
tion of his country, and aſſert in that aſſembly, and he would 
aſſert the ſame in an aſſembly appointed to hear the cauſe of 
nations, were it poſſible for ſuch an aſſembly to exiſt, that 
in all our wars, all our late wars at leaſt, this country had 
not gone to war for the ſake of ambition, or with a view 10 
acquire extenſion of dominion, but had been forced to take 
up arms either in her own defence, or for the ſake of de- tl 
fending the liberties, and balance of power of Europe, en- Vi 
dangered by the o'er-weening prige of France, and her fe 
alarming. endeavours to graſp at the government of all the b 

powers of the European quarter of the globe. This any « 
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man that looked into the hiſtory of this country, would find i 
to be the true ſtate of the caſe; he therefore denied, in the h 
moſt unequivocal manner, that any inſinuations ta the pre- 
Judice of this country, as if ſhe bad heretofore gone to war p 
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for the mere ſake of triumph and of conqueſt, had any, the 
ſmalleſt foundation in truth. Every man, he ſaid, knew, 
that peace was preferable to war, commerce preferable to 
conqueſt; it would be highly prepoſterous to advance an op- 
poſite opinion, and upon that principle had the Government 
of this country been unifornily conducted for the laſt century. 
After dwelling upon theſe points for ſome time with his uſual 
warmth and energy, Mr. Fox adverted to the Treaty with 
France, upon which, he ſaid, he had not yet made up his 


mind; nor was it poſſible for him ſo to do, until the Treaty 


was not only properly before the Houſe, but until he had heard 
from his Majeſty's Miniſters a full explanation of the real cha- 
rater of the meaſure, He was not yet aware whether it was 
to be conſidered as a Treaty having a political tendency, and 
calculated to operate in the manner of an alliance with France, 
or whether it was to be conſidered as a Treaty merely com- 


mercial, and as having no other effect than the eſtabliſhment, 


of a commercial intercourſe with the neighbouring kingdom. 


In one or other of theſe lights the Treaty muſt have been 


made, and in one er other of theſe lights muſt Miniſters 
mean that it ſhould be regarded ; but then it could be con- 
ſidered in one of theſe lights only, and not in both, 


One of them muſt be denied, and the other avowed, 


one defended and the other diſclaimed. Not meaning to go 
into the Treaty then, and not having the information that 


Miniſters poſſeſſed, it was not in his power to ſay which of 


the two deſcriptions was the proper one; but thus much he 
was willing to ſay beforehand, and without any farther in- 
formation on the ſubject, namely, that he ſhould be much 
better pleaſed if Miniſters were to declare that they meant it 
merely as a Commercial Treaty, and that France underſtood 
it as ſuch, and as ſuch only, In that caſe Miniſters would 
have to prove, that it did not provide a new channel of com- 
merce at. the expence of all the other ancient channels, which 
this kingdom had long been in poſſeſſion of, and which had 
beey found to be ſources of commercial wealth and proſ- 


Per ity. 
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perity. If, on the other hand, Miniſters avowed that the 
Treaty was meant by them as a political meaſure, and that 
they had in view that ſort of connection that ſhould render it 
more difficult for France and this country to go to war than 
heretofore, they then would have to ſhew ſtrong and fatis- 
factory reaſons for their having purſued and concluded a mea- 
ſure ſo new in the annals of this country, and of ſuch infinite 
magnitude and importance. | 
Mr. Fox took a general view of the conduct of France to- 
wards this country, and towards all the powers of Europe, 
He deſired it to be remembered that France had only changed 
ber means, but not her end. Her object had uniformly been 
the ſame, though her ſyſtem of acting was different. In the 
reign- of Louis XIV. the aim of France was open and 
avowed; the means ſhe employed to attain. her end, of. 
fenſive, arrogant, and ſhameleſs, She had ſeen her error, 
and aRed upon principles of a wiſer policy; her means were 
now more mild, more amiable, more benevolent. They did 
der humanity credit; they allured, they conciliated, they 
worked her purpoſe ſecretly, but ſecurely. Formerly op- 
preſſion and power were her engines; engines offenſive to all 
who beheld their unjuſtifiable exerciſe, and ſuch as could not 
fail to rouze general indignation, and animate to reſiſtance 
every power that had a. ſpark of ſpirit, of generoſity, or of 
goodneſs in its compalition. Hence the weak found advocates, 
the oppteſſed protection; and hence the daring attempts at 
univerſal -monarchy, made by Louis the Fourteenth, were 
oppoſed, baffled, repelled and fruſtrated! What was the en- 
gine with which France operated her wiſhed-for end at this 
time ? Influence ! that ſecret and almoſt reſiſtleſs power; that 
power with which ambition-gains its purpoſe, almoſt imper- 
ceptibly, but much more effeQually than with any other! At 
this time too, it ought, Mr. Fox faid, to be held in mind, 
that Louis XVI. poſſeſſed abundantly more power than ever 
Louis XIV, could'boaſt of; and that ſuperiority, great as it 
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was, would, in all probability, be conſiderably Aue 
very ſhortly. At ſuch a moment then, was it right to enter 
into a connexion by Treaty with the Chriſtian King? How 
was it to be accounted for, but by ſuppoſing that there were 
in this country ſome men ſo dazzled with the ſplendour of 
Louis XVI. ſo conſcious of the eminence of power which 
France had lately attained, that they ſunk before it, and loſt 
in their own deſpondency, thought it right for us, dimi- 
niſhed as our ſplendout was, in compariſon with the aggran- 
dizement” of our continental neighbour, to ſeize the earlieſt 
moment of making terms with her, forming a connexion by 


Treaty, and by that means artfully ſecuring a claim to her 


protection. Far was it from him to intend to charge the 
Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him with entertain- 
ing ſuch abject opinions, or with thinking of abandoning all 


expectation of the poſſibility of France's being once more 
-humbled ; but, he was perſuaded, there were men in the 


country, ſo loſt to the memory of its former greatneſs, as to 
feel in the manner he had mentioned, and to adviſe and at 
upon the littleneſs of their own minds, 


Having put this forcibly, Mr. Fox aſked to what motives 


Was it to be conſidered as a proof of her moderation ? Had 
ſhe entered into the Treaty with a view to give the lie to the 
vid and rooted opinions of philoſophy, that it was a principle 
inherent in human nature to be eager to acquire more, in 
proportion as a great deal more than could have been expected, 
was already acquired? Did ſhe mean to clear up her character 
at once, and do 'away the libellous charge ſo long alledged 
and an inſatiable thirſt after extenſion of power? Glorious 
conduct, if ſuch was its principle and its motive l Matchleſs 
ſelf-denial ! to abjure the acquirement of almoſt itreſiſtible 
power, hen it was rendered ſo eanſy. But could any man in 


his feriſes believe in the ſplendid Hluſion ? Could any Stateſ- . 
' 2 | man 


were we to aſeribe the ſudden civility of France towards us? 
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man think that moderation, at a moment when moderation 
ſeemed leaſt neceſſary, was the real and true motive that had 
induced France to put us in a ſtate that had the appearance of 
rendering all future hoſtilities between her and Great-Britain 
almoſt impoſſible to happen.—Let thoſe, who thought ſo, 
xecolleR,. that paradoxical as the aſſertion might appear, the 


cabinet of France had been the moſt conſiſtent in its conduct 


of any that ever exiſted. Notwithſtanding the genius and 
character of the French, as a people; notwithſtanding the 
Jevity of their manners, the fickleneſs of their minds, the con- 


ſtitutional mutability of their conduct, the cabinet of France, | 


as a cabinet, had uniformly ated upon the ſame principle, 
aiming at the ſame end, and only changing the means of 
attaining that end, as the neceſſity of the times, and as the 

ſuggeſtion of a wiſer policy diftated. If Miniſters ſuppoſed 
that France ated upon a principle of ſincerity and friendſhip 
towards us, let them point out the proofs of that friendſhip, 
The way to judge of the friendly intentions of thoſe with 
whom we negociate, was not, he ſaid, by looking to the 
manner of their. negociating with us, but their conduct with 
other powers, as far as it regarded our intereſts, Miniſters 
might, as yet, be ſaid to be in the honey-moon of their connexion 
with France, Had they, during that period, felt the influence 
of France greatly operating in our favour with thoſe powers 
with whom we were negociating treaties? Did it manifeſt 
itſelf in the Court of Portugal, in the Court of Spain, and 
in the Court of Peterſburgh? Were the ſymptoms of it 
ſtrongly traceable at either one of theſe Courts? Where elſe 
was a ſymptom of it to be found? At this time-France, that 
formerly was celebrated for having the moſt powerful army of 

any European, power, had an-army, the fourth only upon the 

continent; Pruſſia, the Emperor, and Ruffia, had much 

greater armies. What was the reaſon of this ? The reaſon 

was obvious; France relied for her ſecurity on other means 

of. * the influence ſhe poſſeſſed with the neighbour» 
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ing powers, and the alliancesſhe had formed.” Thoſe cireum- 


army, and direct all her attention to her marine. Was her 
doing ſo a favourable ſymptom to this country ? Did it indi- 
» cate any extraordinary proportion of Ferdi towards Greats 
Britain? 

t The Hon. Gentleman who had with infinite ability, and ſo 
| Y highly to his own credit, ſeconded the Addreſs, had laid down 
ea poſition, the language of which was more elegant, than the 
- ſentiment, he feared, was juſt. He had ſaid, that ih aban- 
donipg the monopoly of our trade with America, and opehiig 
a commercial intercourſe with France, we gave up a precarious 
and ill paid annuity for a ſee ſimple, with prompt: and conſtant 


my, w oW 


beautiful; no wonder, therefore, that the Houſe appeared to 
el it, and gave tokens of their ſatisfaction. 
poſition true? Could the benefits that might reſult from our 
ommereial intercourſe; whatever they might turn out, be 
»Impared- to a fee ſimple, with prompt payment? Surely not. 
hat was to enſure us the ſtability and permanency of peace? 
Commercial Treaty with France! No means, Mr. Fox 
faid, appeared to him leſs likely to procure ſuch an effect. 
Inſtead of a fee ſimple, with confant payment, the more upt 

ompariſon would be an annuity, the payment of which was 
liable to frequent interruption. Did biftory encourage ur to} 
æpect a long duration of peace, or were we weak enoußhr to 
imagine that France, from her preſent enfoyment of uncommon 
power, was therefore leſs likely to break with us? Let formef 
precedents teach a better prudence. | Refer to the records & 
the beſt and moſt authentic hiſtorians; and it would be found, 


"W ww CD 


1 
-. 


moſt humiliated and degraded. This country had been often 
barged with having borne herſelf arrogantly and dictatorially, 
after the cloſe of a triumphant war; but had it ever been ſaid; 


at | ſucceſs checked: the — or reduced the overmeening” 
; - ambition 
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ſtances enabled her to diminiſh her land force, to reduce her 


payment. The expreſſion was captivating, and the ſtyle of it 


But was the 


that France was moſt inclined to preſerve peace, when ſhe Was 


aq * aged ++ I 
$4 * 8 + SS * £4 » 
i rn 1 n 


2 


2 


i 


= - * 
+ mY whe 
1 Too 7 h 
.* g 
. 3 < "> — l 


"+ 4 


PARLIAMENTARY [IN. 23. 


ambition of France ? Paſt experience proved, that whenever 
France ſaw. this country weak, and thought her incapable of i 
. effeftually reſiſting, ſhe ſeized the opportunity, and aimed at i 
effeRing her long deſired deſtruction, What prompted her to fl i 
commence her hoſtile attacks at the beginning of the war 1 
preceding the laſt? The occaſion was flattering, it promiſed 
eaſy ſucceſs, and the opportunity was irreſiſtible. A ſimilar 
opportunity would doubtleſs produce ſimilar conſequences. It 
Was idle therefore to ſuppoſe that France, who had really bad 
ſuch frequent reaſon to conſider Great-Britain as her moſt 
powerful rival, and had received ſo many checks from her, 
that ſhe had long wiſhed to annihilate her as a State whoſe 
enmity was to be dreaded, would all of a ſudden forget her 
reſentment, and juſt at that moment when there appeared to 
be the leaſt rational motive to prompt her, to abandon a pur- 
poſe, ſhe had long and unifarmly endeavoured to atchieve. 
Mr, Fox obſerved, that his Majeſty had been graciouſly 
pleaſed to declare in his Speech, that a copy of the Treaty 
ſhould be laid before the Houſe. That inſtrument alone, he 
believed, would neither enable the Houſe nor him to form any 
deciſion upon the propriety of the Treaty. Before the Houſe 
could juſtify any vote upon the ſubject, they would undoubt- 
edly expect to hear from his Majeſty's Miniſters, the ſtate of 
the various other Treaties at this time negotiating, At pre- 
ſent, there were more in agitation than this country perhaps 
ever had in hand at one time before - the Treaty with Ruſſia, 
the Treaty with Spain, and the Treaty with Portugal. 
As Miniſters had, a twelve-month ago, boalted of the facility 
with which the Treaty with Ruſſia might be brought to a 
concluſion, he preſumed, that it either was concluded, or ſo 
near concluſion, that it might fairly be conſidered the ſame as 
concluded; he would therefore ſay nothing of that, But it 
was material to know in what ſituation the Treaty with Por- 
tugal ſtood. Perhaps the preſent Treaty with France virtually 
| ye and abrogated the T reaty with —_ commonly 
known 
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known by the name of the Methuen Treaty. It was alſo 


important to know how the Treaty ſtood with Spain; becauſe, 


if the Houſe meant to act as Stateſmen on the occaſion, - it was 


impoſſible for them to come to any warrantable deciſion re- 


ſpecting the Treaty with France, without being fully apprized 
of the relative ſituation. of every other exiſting Treaty, or 


Treaty that was at preſent negociating. In order more ſtrik- 


ingly to elucidate this argument, Mr. Fox ſaid, poſſibly the 
preſent connexion. with France might operate to the deſtruction 
of all our former connexions with other Powers ſo far, that 
when at a future period France might think it worth her 
while to break with us, we ſhould find ourſelves deſtitute of 
friends, and univerſally abandoned. Two years, he obſerved, 
had been given in the Definitive Treaty as the period, by the 
end of which, a Commercial Treaty with France was obliged 
to be concluded, clearly, that Miniſters might have time to 
look about them, to ſee how old Treaties ſtood with other 
Powers, and to conclude ſuch new ones as appeared moſt likely 
to conduce to the intereſt of Great-Britain, before they entered 
into any Treaty with France. 

He ſaid, he might poſſibly be miſrepreſented both at home 
and abroad, as a man ſo far prepoſſeſſed by illiberal and vulgat 
prejudices againſt France, as to wiſh never to enter into any 
connexion with her. Be that as it might, he ſhould not eaſily 
forget that thoſe prejudices againſt France, and that jealouſy, 
that had for years prevailed. of her ambition, had been pro- 
ductive of no bad conſequences to this country; on the con- 
trary, that the wars grounded on our alarms at her ſtretches 


after inordinate power, and the jealouſy which we had enter- 


tained of ber deſire to overturn the balance of power in Europe, 
had made this country great and glorious. He adverted to the 


peace of Utrecht, and talked of the bugbear that the Mini- 


ters of that day had ſet up to frighten the people into a belief, 
that peace was abſolutely neceſſary, viz, the probability of the 


Houſe of Auſtria's \"cquiring an improper ſhare of power. He 


alluded 
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alluded alſo to the circumſtances that characterized the hiſtory 
of Holland, its preſent ſituation, and future profpects. 
Speaking of the Convention with Spain, for carrying into 
effect the ſixth Article of the Treaty of Peace, he ſaid he did 
not ſee, nor admit the neceſſity for entering into any ſuch 
Convention; that the Article was ſufficiently intelligible, and 
had ever appeared fo to him, though he was aware there had 
been ſome doubts ſtated reſpecting its proper conſtruction. 
That the country to be evacuated under the Convention, was 
a part of the Muſqueto Coaſt, that never had, before the 
Ti reaty, been conſidered as belonging to the Cn of Spain, 
and that inſtead of being a mere ſpot for the cutting of logwood, | 
it was an actual Britiſh Colony. To oblige the inhabitants 
and ſettlers, therefore, to evacuate it by February, would be 
an act of the moſt horrible injuſtice, becauſe it would be to 
oblige them to quit their poſſeſſions before they could reap the 
fruits of their induftry, which muſt in that caſe be left in the 
ground. Mr. Fox deſcanted upon t this for à conſiderable time, 
and” aſked, for what purpoſe ſuch a ceffion could have been 
made? He ſhould have ſuppoſed, he faid, that if England 
had a Treaty i in hand with the Court of Madrid, and a ceſſion 
to make which that Court was deſirous of having made to her, 
it would have been political to have held back the boon that 
Spain was anxious to obtain, till after the objects of our wiſhes 
as ſtipulated for in the Treaty negociating, were complied 
with. Poffibly the ceſſion was made before-hand, in order to 
put Spain in a humour to grant us what we wanted with the 
greater cheerfulneſs. After animadverting upon this matter 
with obvious i irony, and touching upon a variety of particular 
matters, to which the Treaty with France appeared to him to 
have a natural and neceſſary reference, Mr. Fox declared that 
he joined moſt heartily in the congtatulation of his Majeſty, on 
an event, that nothing but the phrenzy of a lunatic could 
have induced, and which it became the character of the nation. 
to at, upon, exactly as they have dene. Having mentioned 


this 


yas ew ** * — 


he not thought it neceſſary $0 repel the French mode of talk 


could heſitate a moment on the vote he'ſhould"give.—He had 
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this in a ſtyle that ſpoke the maſter of the irt of ofatory; and 
intreated the pardon of the Houſe for having taken up ſo much 
of their time, which he declared he would not have done, kad 


ing that had fallen from th noble Lord who moved, and the 
Hon. Gentleman who ſeconded the Addreſs, and to reſcue EY 
nation from being thought liable to ſuch teſections, Mt. Fox * 


concladed with giving the Addreſs his affirmativ e. A 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he bad expected th Mr. pita 4 


have ſeen an unanimous concurrence in the Houſe to the Mo- 
tion made by the noble Lord, and he was happy to Rnd Bü 1 
ſelf not deceived in that expectation. It would indesd © I 
been ſingularly unfortunate if an Addreſs, commieneing is that 
now under diſcuſnon cottimenced, with thtongratuFitions er 
the Houſe on his Majeſty's late moſt fortunate*eftiÞe;>from*” 
an attempt ſo pregnant with misfortune and run do the 
country, ſhould be carried in any other manner, tan ne. 
cen.— He was ſure no gentleman cbuld be juſtly conſidered as 

the true repreſentative of any part of his conſtituents, who * 


equally expected that every other part of the Addfefs would 
meet with unanimous conſent; but he confeſſed he had nok 
looked for ſuch arguments in ſupport of that unauimity as the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had thought proper to uſe.—He ſup- | 
poſed he muſt impute it to his own want of clearneſs and 
comprehenſion ; but he muſt allow that as far as any thing 
that had fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman could have 
any effect on his mind, it would be to induce him to negative | 
a conſiderable part of the Addreſs. For the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had ſet out with declaring his intention to acquieſce f 
in the Motion, and though he had in the concluſion of his 1 
ſpeech repeated his intention, yet the whole of the interme- F 
diate part of what'he had ſaid," went to combat and oppoſe the 


principles of the very meaſure which he declared himſelf 


ready to ſupport. The Right Hon. Gentleman had begun 
2 FF, « with 
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ledging, what. no man but himſelf could well, 
ying, That the poſition, of his Har, friend who. 
Capi S Motion, that peace, at prgferabli to: wor, and;, 
comper c, cas. than congugſi, was ſubſtantially reaſon- 
able. and true; and, yet he had with the moſt elaberate elo- 
quence, graced 20, prove the direct reverſe of each of thoſe , 
propolitions.. He:bad,lahoured alſo, with great and unneceſſary , 
pains, to vindicate this country from the imputation of a too 


and to negleR. her commercial, concerns, and. thoſe benefits 
that mighs be derived. from, peace; but there, was no occaſion, 
e Yigdigation,. becauſe the Treaty undet diſcuſhon., 
ns. only fo. carry. into effet the principles of chat pacific. 
ae which. the Right Hon, Gentleman had; attributed 
to, the, general, politics of this country, and not to impede and 
diftyrh em. The Right Hop. Gentleman had, in the open - 


be. of anqtþer part of bis argument, taken great pains to clear , 


dignfelf of ;the, imputation, of being governed. by vulgar and 
de _prejudices>—ſuch.,a; vipdication af himſelf. was, be, 
med ſurely, unneceſſary z for; as ta illiberal prejudices; no 
þ charge them on, a man of bis experience and 
| wing, and; there was no ground. whatſoever for. ac-.. 
hip. of vulgar prjudices, as his opinions were ſo far 


cu 
| from being vulgar, that he. believed be was. the only perſon. in 


ihe whole sten who entertained chem. Here Mr. Pitt 
Ou great ſexoxity and ſucceſs, the principles laid 
4 r. Fox, in order to inculcate the neceſſiy and 
policy of; 3 conitant anjmobity, with France, This poſition he 
put into a yariety of lights, from every one of them arguing . 
with great force and ingenuity. againſt a doctrine ſo, directly 
im g againſt common, ſenſe and humanity, He com- 
on the word Jealoyy as uſed by. Mr, Fax, and. aſked 
if the Right Hon. Gentleman was deſirous of recommending | 
te this country ſuch à ſpecies of political jealouſy as ſhould be | 
Es blind, ſuch eee 
FOR | Me 


* 
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nn 6 this away that which was to thake Fer happy, ot : 
| Viin#ly de graſp at that which müſt end in her ruin ? Was 


1 a perpetual animoſity with Ftance ſo evident. 

and J preffing, that for it we were to facrifice every cothrhet= 

claT adva ive night expe” ftom 4 friendly intercourſe | 

with the cbubtty; or was a "pabific connexion between the. 

td kingdoitis' ſo highly offenſive,” that even af extenſion of 
commerce could not coiinterpoiſe i it Fot his part be could 
by no mibafſs'Join'in opinion with the Right Hon, Gentleman, 
tat the Hieudtion of GieatsBricain abd France was ſuch 

: pfecluded the "poſſibility of an an Intercourſe ; but He was bre. 

if ſuch intercourſe was n abloluteſy ubpradticeble, the Treaty | 
mb depending was the moſt likely of any meaſure to effec it; | 
a?" it was füch a one 2s would male it the Intereſt of each, ( 
algen "ts erich ad preſerve the cone dien, and. would (6, | 
effentially implicate'x unite 835 views and convenience of a, 

large "part of each kingdom, | — 23 enſure 28 mtic us. 
pbſiible the/permitierte of "the Tyſtem. a bout to Be ſtab ed; 
The Right Hoh. Gentleman had xriumphanily fopetold "be. 

overthiow ani interruption of this project, Weed it ever "be. 
brought inte exetution, and bad atribured ſuch an event nl, a 
the "overwecning” ambition of France nee. He would” po take _ 
upon himſelf to anſwer” for the 1 of an any arrat gement 

wintoerer mat could've orettarnet by the ere the 
errors, aig nent ger He wou A ts, | | 
ndti6ns, as well as individuals, 26 they freque | 4 
hid done, decoine ſubject to the N 2 hu a | 
nature thoſe im perfecllunt eh at ode time or. 

other, mingle in the teſolutient and difcuWloris of the' Leite, 
lature or Couricils of either kingdom, and" undo; what he 0 
Azttcred himſelf wis now hearſy perfetied by the good eule : 
and wiſdom of beth,” How wol Tuck in event might take | | 


place be could not pofibly foreſee ; but if war i air : ; 
of evils; und eolr\therte' the” greateſt  bleſfing tl th 2 country; IJ 
ccd . a which; it nttary to the igbt Hon. * 


: Cz | Gentleman's 
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Gentleman '; opinion he believed. was, the. general. ſen{e2of: 
the. nation, then it became the duty, of, thoſe to, hom publie 
mqanagements were entruſted, to endeayour,. as is aps as poſ-, 
ſible, to render the one permanent, and to remove 

or danger « of the other. This v was the object ft the preſt 
Treaty, for ſo great were the advantages likely — hom. 
it, that they would not only firengly operaze on the, minds of, 
every ſucceeding Adminiſtration to avoid a, war: as.long zit, 
could be avoided with honour and progencs, bit Would alſo; 
Krengthen th the reſources « of the e ite carrying: on a, 


i # 4182 


war, whenever it ſhould become indif ſpenſab eflary.$9,cne , 
gage in one. This was, he laid, the BI — od of making 
peace a bleffing ; that while it was, | the e parent of; T 

wealth ang | happineſs, it 1 alſo be the 7 — future. 
tren end Kecufity. The 


Brit ak, ngt o. Un mate wa, 
great and TeſpeUadle nations themſelves, but had frequently. 


$5444 BY 


| abe the peace of Europe; may, it. had. diſturbed che 
tranquillity of the moſt W 75 ly arts of the.world,, They had, 
15 


by their paſt cohdüct, 3 afted as they were intended by nature 
for che W of each "dthe er 1 but he hoped. the time was 
now Come, w wh bs hey Weid, Juſtify the, order, of. the uni- 
vals! 380 255 Hl [ were better calculated for the more 
I purpoſes « 9 12 Ily igtercourſe, and, mutual beneyo-,, 
lence, © Thi 1, a parts of che Right Hen. 
Gentleman's ſp = hich 5 for the preſent, he ſhoyld 
ide d 0 ho anſwer, d a og} F proper. and regular method fot 4 
che Right f by, Of man .to obtain ,the._infaqmation_ be 
required, Von! 57 Teak for an;Addreſs to his Majeſty, . 
to lay | ſuch 9 5 182 |the Houſe ; and. gs) to other 
parts of the Right , Hon. Gentleman' s enquiries, he could 
refer him to A, much better anthority than that which he had. 
for—the authority, of his own, ſenſes, . The Treaty it- q 
F was the beſt ſource A information on thoſe, queſtipns 
1 wh Hon. 9 * there. ſee, bom far the 
4 colinexion 
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connexion. to be Formed between, the. Wk Fay to be 


f conſidered as political, how far as barely commengial but, 


for his own part, he confeſſed he could not oonceiye a c- 


mereial intercourſe between any two nations that muſt not 
neceſſarily have a powerful effect on their political conduct 
towards each, other. The Right Hon. Gentleman, when 
Secretary of State, had. himſelf recognized, and acknowledged 
oy neceflity of renewing and. ſtrengthening our commercial 
inte ee with F rance; nay, he had . by an expreſs 
* 2 , Commercial Treaty with France in the courſe of two 
years; and the Engliſh Ambaſſador, at that time (the Duke of 
| Mancheſter) had taken active ſteps to bring the French 
Miniſtry into ſuch a ſcheme. But if it was the intention of 
the Right Hon, Gentleman to have propoſed ſuch a plan as he 
now ſeemed to think the only proper one, a plan of, a Com- 
mercial Arrangement, that ſhould not create an intereſt in 
N nation to maigtain and render it permanent, ſuch a one 
Id not be conſidered by either as equally deſirable with 
2 — of hoſtility and war; if ſuch was his plan, and. it was 
evident that he would not have approved of a different one, 
be had then acted but prudently-in, deſtroying all traces of it, 
and in taking care not to leave any copy of ſorvery.notablea 
Project i in, his office behind him. OO: 
The Right Hon, Gentleman had called. upon. . to give 
an account of the part | that the F repch Court might, take in 
the different negociations 1 now carryjug on by us; with other 
ccuntties. | On that fubject, he. Toy not, think himſelf 
bound to give any anſwer Werner, much leſs would he 
undertake to uy for ; bk "explain, the different arrange 
ments which the ing of F Lange might think proper to make 


in the various departmgnts of, bis eſtabliſhmegts and expenglie 


ture. Wich reſpect to „the, Kate gf our, negociatigns- with 


Ponug hat not bein Jae before Ho 
— be fore it e ee in = ＋ 
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an Adgrefs 5 moved and voted by that Ly to N. 
Presented to his Myjeſty, be ſhould by no mean enter jnito it; 
dat if any ſhould deſite to-know bow far our con- 
en with Portugal yas Vkely te be affedled by the French 
© Preaty—he ſhould then think bimſelf bound to fatjsfy him by 
1 ore or che other of the follow in anſwers—either that the 
Mm edinexion wouſd not' be at afl: feed, or thar ye were 1efe 
4x: at ful} liberty, dy the terms of the prefea Treaty, tocarty into 
effect the ſpirit of the old fubliſting Treaties with the Coprt of 
Portugal. The fact was, that the latter was the caſe ; byt he 
mould not heſitate” to fay, that when the Court of Portugal 
1 herfelf entitled to receive ſuch 2 benefit at the hands 
of Great. Britain, be ſhould be ready fo concur in granting it; 
dut as long as the Court of Portugal: continued to withhold 
from us our proportion of the mutual advantage provided for 
Þoth nations" by the Methuen Treaty, as the had done for 
2 years paſt-ſo long he ſhould think it the duty of Admi- 
'Hiftration to ſuſpend the execution of that p part of the F rench 
"Treaty that left us at liberty 1 to ſecure to ** kingdom of 
Portugal, 4 continuance of that favour which ſhe had hitherto 
enjoyed, but to-which her yn ronduAt ſeemed | but ligtle to 
entitle her. 3 
He was extremely wrt he faid, that notwithſtanding the 
Right Hon: Gentleman had, with fo much zeal and vebe- 
mence argued againſt the Addreſs, yet that he was willing - 
d vote dor it, end he hoped that be would continue jo uſe the 
ame conan through the ſeſhon with which he had 
it; for, if the | tight Ron. Gegtleman ſhould make it þis 
ice to vote always in direct oppoſition to his awn ſpeeches 
and argues, there was ,ygood ground for expecting a greater 
degree'sf unanimity than otherwiſe could be looked for. 
© There wis one ſudjet more, on which de ſhould only fay 

Seen. the crop of the Myſquite Shore to 
the Crown 2 | Should that meaſure at any 1 
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© he ſh6uld'be able to meet him at à great advantage, as be 
ſhoüld de abſe to combat the Right Hon. Gentleman on his 
don grounds. He then ſtated what had been the conduct 
«of Mr. Fox when in office, with reſpect to vat very eitcum- 
*Nanet, reminding Lim of the claims made by the Crown of 
Spain upon thoſe territories nt the time lof the peace, and che 
agteement then entered into by him, that they ſhould be 
"ceded to that Crown as ſbon as" a certain Gquivalent ſhould 
de igiven—That equivalent had been now adjuſted, and it was 
' attended with many advantages that at che time of entering NF 
into the agreement Had- not been ſtipulated, but which the 3 
"Crown of Spain had” been (prevailed upen to grant; ſo-thac 
inſtead of a conceſſion on our part, it * by: found tobe a 
very betieficial exchange. fc $ | « = LOU 
le ſhould, he ſaid, no longer Ants be Houſes bue would 
content himſelf with congratulating the country en the unagi- 
mity diſplayed in che commencement of the feflion, and on 
the firſt diſcuſſion of a queſtion of ſuch importunee in itfelf, 4 
and likely to be attended with ſuch 3 to g 
the nation. | 
Mr. ne e e he ſaid, the Mi. Fe 
Right Hon, Gentleman had miſtated. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman, Mr. Fox obſerved, had throughout his Speech | 
endeavoured to repreſent his conduR in having dd the 
negociation of the Definitive Treaty, which, in and bf its 
Articles, bound this country to make d Commereial” Treaty I 
with France in two years, as if the Preliminaries which chat 3 
Definitive Treaty ratified and confirmed, had been Preli- A 
minaries of his negociating. The fact notoriouſly was, that 
he had greatly diſapptoved of ſeveral of 'thoa@ Preliminaries, 
but had he equally diſapproved of all of them, he ſhould 
have confldsred it to habe been bit duty to have had them 
tatfied by 2 Debnitive ve Treaty, becauſe he thoughe the donout ; 
of this country required, that the promiſes held « out 6 22 
Dr tulkilied, Wich rer 
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to the ſinth Article of the Treaty with Spain, that ſtood in a 0 
ſimilar ſituation, He found it negociating when he came into 
- office, and he was therefore obliged to complete it. As to 
Wat the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid of his project of a | 
Commercial Treaty with France, he ſhould, at a fit oppor- 
tunity,. feel no difficulty at meeting. bim on that ground 3 
and in anſwer to the Right Hon. Gentleman's plauſible argu- 
- ment on the ſubjest of employing the time of peace by im- 
proving our reſouroes, and his aſſertion that the Commercial 
Treaty with France was likely, to prove a nu ſery and a ſource 
of the means of- war ben begged him to fecollect, that as 
„France was to participate egpally in all the advantages reſult» | | 
ing from: che: Commercial Iptergourle, the Treaty would 
— a nurſery and a ſource of her means of war as well as of 
Lawns. ::We gained, therefore, , 00! 10 than France gained 
in that view of: the Treaty. eee tir H 
The  Qaeftion was then ba. i the Are carried 
.umanimeuſiyg;og ue et 3 
r be head eie imme. and eee e the next 
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e the Chair, he W 

is} Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer to the Addreſs of that 
; Houſe * awved naw) Eburfday laſt, n was as follows, | 

n.. nn Wi n | 

TI bs nd dat ba 25. 35 + « * Gentlemen, 

„ {UW I04% 3 ak r „ hee [ines her 1 

Zee ing io the emed. 

t eie Swe jr 

= nee rm Joynl {objety the Cammans of 


Pajbament aſſembled, beg leave to retro your Majeſty 
bur toads ate Pr your moſt graciops Sperch ſrom the Throne 3 and 


e the EPR opp wh es cams ts your Mejelly, in our own name, 
god that ef in the! F Orei®Britzin, our rhoft hearty congra- | 
+  ulayiong 


pur, 


A. 1% ᷑ ũͥ ũ DE BAT EB 8. 
„ Genzleme n, 


7 
Ks 


AI chank you for this very loyal and dutiful Addreſs. ] 8 


« The warm expreſſions of your affectionate attachment 


to my perſon, and the aſſurances of your. intention to apply 


* - > * 
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tulations, on the preſervation of a life ſo juſily dear to your people, We 


entertain a juſt ſenſe of the peculiar favour of Providence in averting | ; 
danger to which we were expoſed, and rendering it only the octalion”'bf 
manifeſting, in the fulleſt manner, thoſe ſentiments of duty and affeQionate 
attachment to your ſacred Perſon, which dre &6ply rooted'in the hgarts/bE 
all your Majeſty's ſubjets, #: Chon 203 FEirw 10119999 
« We. condole with'your Majeſty on the wnforunaee death, of.qhpt, moſt 
illuftrious and excellent Princeſs, your was Aunt, the Pri fs Amelia. 
« It is with great ſatifaQion we learn, that the tranquillity of Europe re- 


from all foreign Powers of their friendly diſpoſition towards, this count 


% We are ſenſible of your, Majely's. goodgefs in baving direRed the : 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigatiop with; the Maſt Chriſtian, hy | 
- us. 


the Convention agreed upon with the Catholic King, to be laid be de us. 
Both theſe events, particularly a meaſure ſo important and extenſive” at a 


Commercial Arrangement between this country and France, muſt be highly | 


intereſting to us and our Conſtituents} and it will afford us the trueft Cadf- 
fattion to concur in any meaſure calculated for the encquragement of ĩd- 
duſiry, and the extenſion of lawful commerce; and which, by promoting 
a beneficial intercourſe between the two countries, ſhall appear likely to 
give additional permanence to the bleſſings of peace. it Hh ec 

% Your Majeſly may at all times rely oa our readineſs to make due provi- 
Gon for the ſeveral branches of the public ſervice ; and the ſtate of the revenue, 


ſo nearly connefted with the national credit and the ſafety and proſperity of your _ 
Majeſty's dominions, . will eontinue to engage our unremitting attention. | 
We ſhall not fail to take ſuch meaſures as may be neceſſary for the 


tranſportation of convifts, in order to remedy the inconvenience which has 
ariſen from the crowded ſtate of the gaols in different parts of the kingdom, 

« We ſhall diligently apply ourſelves to the conſideration of any regu- 
lations which can be adopted for the eaſe of the merchants, and for Gm- 
plifying the public accounts in the various branches of the revenue: and | 
will be equally. our duty and inclination to uſe our utmoſt exertions in pur 
ſuit of ſuch objeQs, as may tend ſtill farther to improve the national reſources, 
and to ſecond your. Majeſy's. gragious and parental wiſhes for the welfare 
and happingl of your prople;y. 1, 
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with diligence to thoſe intereſting objects which I have re- 
commended to your — _ e peculiar fatis- 
faden 277 ae 

3 be Cbeneeller ef the'Exchequer —— «Copy of 
a Treaty of Navigation and Commerce between his Majeſty 


and the Moſt Chriſtian King, ſigned. at Verſailles" the 26th 
,of September, 1786. Alſo, © 


252 -A Copy of -a Convention betweep his Majeſty and the 
2 of Spain, ſigned at London che 14th of July, 1786, 


together with the tranſlations. HEE In Bs 
"Treitics were ordered to lie on the Tuble. 


4228 2 2 


Trpnacungyr or Ms, HazTinGs, 


e227 4 


— Sheriden Said, he underſtood, that on Tueſday. laſt, 


when he had been detained from attending his duty in that 


Houſe by being in the country, notice had been given. by a 
Right Hon. Friend of his, that the charge relative to the 


Princeſſes of Oude would be brought forward next Thurſday. 
He. coſc, therefore,. to ſay, that having. himſelf conceiyed, 
that Monday ſe nnight was the intended day, and having in- 
formed ſeveral Members who were yet in the country, that 
the buſineſs would not be brought on before Monday ſe'nnight, 
he deſired not to change the day, but to let the Houſe under- 
ſtand, that on Thurſday next he wiſhed to call Mr. Mid- 
dleton to the bar to explain a few points in his evidence, te- 
ſpecding which, as they ſtood at preſent, great doubts might 
ariſe,” and which doubts nothing but a few queſtions put to 
Mr. Middleton could clear up. That his Right Hon. Friend 
did not mean himſelf to interrogate Mr. Middleton, but the 
whole would reſt on the few queſtions, that he (Mr. Sheridan) 
thought ir abſolutely neceſſary to put to Mr. Middleton, 
which would not detain that Gentleman at the bar above half 


an hour; and that he ſhould on Monday ſe'nnight be prepared 


ap-bring forward the buſineſs of the charge; but that no time 
would actually be loft by this mode of proceeding, as his 
Right Hon. Friend would be ready tö come forward with 


another 


Hraghe) FSE. 287 
722 1 charge c on Thurſday jn the ſame week. . Mr. Sheridan 
if there were any ſerious objeRian, to calling Mr. Mid- 

ee ain to the har, he would, wave his Mation for his at- 
ae bog on TI hurſday; byt as the queſtions he \wilhed. 8 21 
put to that Gentleman were really important, and would 
. take yp,but yery little time, he hoped there would not be any 
.objeRion. Mr. Sheridan. concluged with moving, Nathaniel 
Middleton, Eſq; do attend the cqpmmittee gf zhe, whols:Houſc 
ya India Affairs on Thurſday next.” 
© Major Scott roße merely to expreſs” a hope, — it was Ml. jorsesu- 
— underſtood, that the charge reſpecting the Princeſſes 
of Oude would actually be brou e oh forward next Monday 
Fnnight, and another charge on the Thurſday following. _ 
Tue Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, thi if the cliarges un. v. ria. 
about to be brought forward, were Hrety to go as much into 
detail as ſome of the former charges dgainſt Mr. Haſtings had 
done, and to occupy 3s much of the time of the Houſe, very 
Title of the werk Indeed would remain for the diſpatch of 
' other material public buſineſs ; and it ad been his intention 
to have taken an opportunity in the courſe of the next week, to | 
"have ſubmitted it to the deciſion of the Houſe, what day in 1 48 
the week following would be the' moſt convenient for taking SS. 
the copies of the Treaty of Navigation and Commerce with 
the Moſt Chriſtian King, and of the Convention with the 
Catholic King into conſideration. Mr, Pitt obſerved, that 
theſe Treaties were matters of infinite importance to the 
country ; that the public had been apprized of their having 
been concluded, eſpecially the firſt of them, for a conſider- 
able time; and it was highly neceſſary, that as early a day as * 
the convenience of the Houſe would admit, ſhould be fixed | | 
on for their diſcuſion. He therefore hinted it to Gentlemen, 5 N 
that it might not be proper for two of the Indian charges to | 
de brought forward in one and the ſame week; and coriclided | 

with declaring, that he did not mean to object to Monday N 
next as one of the days, but that it would depend on the | 
future 14 


, 
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future arrangement bf buſineſs, whether he ould i of tho ould 
not object to the Thurſday. * 5 
Mr. Sheri. Mr. Sheridan ſaid a few words in zaltificition of1 his Motion 


. re, oy Se - 


een ror” CommrTTEts To rar THE 
'MzniTs or Prrirronscomplaniine 'Or 
P fee, ene on e ee TA 
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The Fpeater called the.4 


| ation f the Houſe" to a a matter, 
which he. wiſhed them, to ſettle, viz. the order of balloting 
for Committees to try Election Petitions. | He ſtated what 
had been the praftice and rule of proceeding in every ſeflion 
5 8 ſince the laſt general election, reciting the inconveniencies and 
[1 confuſion it had bean attended with, and alſo its advantages; 
| and ſubmitting it.to the Houſe, whether abey would proceed 
i 25 heretofore, by taking, fe in the order, and according to 
f 


the time of the. Petitiggs being delivered ' in at the table, or 
| | otherwiſe. The, matter, being ſettled as heretofore, . two 
| Election Petitigns, one from Norwich, and the other from 
ö Carliſle, were. delivered at the. table, and. the Committee to 
5 try the ficſt appointed to o be ballotted for on the 13th, and the 
| Committee to try the ſecond appointed to be ballotted for on 
the, 15th of February. | 
A Petition from Thomas Beeyor, 7 8 oe fl 
complaining of an undue return for Norwich, and likewiſe 
a Petition from the electors, which is to come on at the ſame 
1 time. 
a. | | A Petition - was likewiſe. n Gag W. 8 
1 N 8 Eſq; complaining of an undue return for the city of Car- 
| | une. A Petition from the electors was allo. preſented, and 
| ordered to be heard on the day above - mentioned, viz. the 13th 
| of Februrary for n. wan _ of enen 1 
ö for Cocke. 7 OY OE 4 
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The order of the day having been read for the Houſe to 
refolveirfelf into à Committee upon the charges againſt Mr. 
Haſtings, the Houſe tefolved itſelf into'a Committee nccotd-" 
in y, and Mr. St. Andrew St. John having taken hig ſeat'as | 
Challiman, Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq . was alled, ad 
underwvent an examination of two outs Sontinuance'by Mr. 
Shevidan; touching bis knowledge of Mr. Haſtings's ond" 
towardsithe-Begums' of Oude; after which Mr. Panda 45 ese 
to put a few queſtions to the witneſs, in order to obtain 7 3 
explariatidn of certaln ſentences of a letter written by Mr. PR 
Middleton, from Beparts, to Mr. Hiftings,” on the 26th of 
December, 17813 but Mr. Middleton fn“ the edurſe of his 
anſwernideclaring, chut if he had an opportunity of refering 
tochis correſpondence to refreſh his memory de ſhould be äble 
to anſwer wih greater oertainty, he was ordered to withdraw, 
and a\converſation took place in Conſequence of a propoſition 
made by Mr. Dundas, for the Omma to report progrefs, © 
and when the Houſe was reſumed, to make an order for Mr. 
Middleton's attendance on Monday, 'VyWhiclh time he might * 
be bettet prepared to anfwer. er he * 4 

Mr. Burke and Mr. Sheridan both Apberd the . Burke, 
but-wiſhed the next day to be the day of #tetidance, as opett- Seb 
ing the. examination on 'Monday might take up ſo much time, | 
mal it might become neceſſary” to defer the debate that was 11 
then co take place, and which they wers extremely anxious 1 
ſhould) not be longen deferred- They wiſhed alſo, thüt Sir 1 


43%} v# n. 


Elijah Impey ſhould' attend at the ſame time vith if: . 
— and doch uf chem bring eee With | 
them * 94" #RW An gH4 » oi Zh 1457 „ene ſ 
The Chonedlle of e rede me Conm idee . 
that he had early in the day ſaid, that he would as this day 
aA [Friday] 


\ 
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* [Friday] name a day for the conſideration of the Cominercial 
lt Treaty with France ; and as it was probable, from what hap- | 
* pened on a former day, that a good deal of converſation would 
take place, he did not fee how he could Ea 
to the Commiſtee” s ſitting again this day. e | 
"UF length it was ſettled, that the ier mould ſit the 
next day, and the Chancellor of - the Exchequer agreed to name 
the day for the conſideration of the Commercial Treaty early 
next week, on the condition that the Gentlemen'on the other 
would this day come prepared with ſuch motions-for- 
papers as they might think neceſſary to elucidate any ni dhe 
queſtions likely to ariſe, in the courſe n 
Treaty. 22 11 5 
— Mr. Pelbemy em he wiſhed. — 
would give the Houſe. information of the preſent ſtate ar ohr 
trade, and ſhew to what extent it was likely to be affefiee>by ' 
the Treaty with France; but that he wiſhed. to: fee whether 
the papers and information furniſhed by bis Majeſty's Miniſlers 
were ſyficicntly ſatisfaQory, before he made any motion- 
Mr. For. Mrr Far ſaid, he-wilhed For ſuch Accounts as would ſhew 
the ſtate, of our trade with Perbogal, at the dime of ſignint the 
Commercial Treaty with France, and the tate! of var trade 
ugal at this: preſent time. ' He alſo wiſhed to-knvw 
how we ſtood, and were likely to ſtand vith Portugal ĩa ſuture, 
This his Majeſty's Minifters would be”able'to-cortprihend, 
alchaugh he did not well know how to expreſs his neaning 
properly in the form of a parliamentary motion,  Mr.:Fox - 
mentioned, that Mr. Fawkener had arrived that day 3 th ar- 
gument therefore, as to whether it was right to go ind *@#_ 
diſcuſſion: of the Treaty with unn. 
Portugal, in all probability was at an endſdi 1 | 
Theſe matters being adjuſted, the Chairman adjournet}- the” | 
Committee, and as ſoon as the Houſe was reſumed, reported a 
; 2 — that * — fit again the next 
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cial An: order was thep -moyed, + That Nazbanie}: Middletony 

ap- Bla; and Sir Elizab>hnpeys; do attend the Houle, tu mor, 

uld IF and bring with them the correſpondence of them, or either „ 

ſent I them, with Warren . Eſq; — wm and Major "= 
1 Davy, or either of them „ 
the, 'Thi-Honſdthenaljoncente: Woll INT 1267 volt 365. ng 

ie HV Ws ag acorn emo 116: 05 

ly ot Gem — * 1791193 

foe S at! Fridis. February a. to nnn afh Y 
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"X Mr. are! to the Houſe of Commons A. Bill, ſar- 

ag amendipg and rendering more effectual the laws now in being 

ar or ſupprefing uglawful. Lotteries, and xzegulating the ſales of · 

by | Lotem Tickets. The ſame was read ja firſt time; aftar . 

er © wards, upon Mation, read d times and Bommizend for 

15 Monday next. Is 55670 I 2:51 $0. zahn 

8 Mr. Reſe opened. bis Motion ne 9b; this lr. Rofe. 
27 Bill, with obſerying, that as the lam ſtood at prent, dhe 

he WI J viſdigion was lodged. in the hands of Juſtices, of the Peace ; 

ie one grfat ohject of: the preſent Bill therefore was, to change! 

w IN tbe juriſdiction, and vet it with gh. Judges of. the ,Courts at 

: WU Welipintters; As the law ſtood, a Juſtice of the Peagg, on 

1 cqmplaint. being made of an offence; againſt the, AQ, iflued; 

g dis ſummons, calling upon the offender: to appear before him, 

ad bees and answer, the charge, The offenders grbenliyg 77.21 
emoloyed Counſel, and often defeated the objet of the Ad, 
and; it was in thein power to do it in chis ſimple wNᷓ Ä AN 

+ fſummons vas iſſued from a Magiſtrate /in the city the affender 

„ and defy.the power, of the Magiſtrate, and ſo vice unnd. The. 


againſt the laws in being, ſnould be liable, to he approbended 
175 8 before a Judge ; and. if he could 506; 
there 
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| there give bail, he was liable 1 
a-yagubond, under the TAP In” * Dal 
8. 
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papers neceſſary for the Houſe to have before them, previous 
to their proceeding to the deliberation of the Treaty of Navi- 
gation and Commerce ee ce e eee A * 
began with moving for 
An Account of S Dinky Falco of the * 
into Great-Britain from France. between the $th of January, 
1714, and the 5th of January, 1987, diſtinguiſhing each 
War hd the SpetieF'of Goods.” He next moved for 2 
AN Account bf the Britiſh Pröduce and Manufactures 
expoerted from Great-Blitain to France, beteten the gth of 
2 7 and gen of Januarys 1787 "diftingulſhing 
euch Veary-and the Species of Gods“ MNG ii 
„ An Account of the Foreign Produce and Manufaktures 
expertid dem GravBitaitt to Frande- from 114 to r7 755 
diflinguiſhitz the Spekies and Gods“ AI 01% os 
n Account of th Stock: of Wind z the'poffeſtion' bf - 
— — . 588, 
and and within the Hlid period.“ Aw. 
. An Accbunt of the Scock of Wine in Poſſeffiom of 
Daers en the firſt 26f December, 15865 imported and 
conſigusd between the fiſch of July and 4if of Auguſl. © '- 


Mr. W. pitt Mir Pitt ſaid, in ordef to give the Houſe every information - 


relative to the ſtate of the Wine Trade wich Portugal ide 
Factbry had been written to, and an eedunt was ane 
pected of che Exports of Wine from Portugal tu this ce 
which ur don as it arrived he meant to iy before the Houſe, 
agu Beese, and extiie ſpecies ef infor. 

nnmiiom chan ann other tlie could de furniſiſea .- 230493443: bh. 0 


— Sg {Mr->Petham roſe with n paper containing u Rihig: ef Bb. 


— be. ſuid he meant — papers, that 
appeared 
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appeared to him abſolutely neceſſary for the Houſe to haue be- 
fore them, previous to their going into the conſideration of the. 
Treaty of Navigation and Commerce lately concluded with 
France. Mr. Pelham read the ſeveral motions, and obſerved, 

that if objection ſhould be ſtated to any one of them, he would 
wave making it then, as it was by no means his wiſh to take 


up the time of the Houſe on a day deſtined to other important 
buſineſs. In the courſe of reading the different motions, he 


prefaced each with a few explanatory words, laying it down 


as a propoſition clear to his mind, and in his ſenſe of it unde- 
niable, that in order to enable the Houſe to judge of the policy 


of a Commercial Treaty. with. France, it was indiſpenſibly 
neceſlary, that the Houſe ſhould be previouſly apprized of the 
general ſtate of the Trade and Commerce of the country, 


decauſe undoubtedly i in. proportion to the increaſe of imports 


from France, the imports of the ſame commodities from other 


counties would, decreaſe, of which, and its probable effect, 


it was impoſſible to form an opinion without ſuch papers as 


his motions ſpeciſied. This propoſition Mr. Pelham laid down 


previous to his moving for an account of the duties paid for a 
limited period on malt, and other home- made ſpirits, which 
he conceived likely to be affected by the increaſed impertation 


of French brandies, He concluded with . 28 follows: 
For 
An Account of Exports and Imports to 2nd — . 


Britain and Portugal, diſtinguiſhing the Articles and the Years, 

from 1703, to 1786.” Alſo, 

An Account of Imports and Exports from 8 dit. 

tinguiſhing the Articles and Years, from 10 to 1780.“ 

Alſo, 

„ An Account of the ſeveral Duties Do noon Malt, 

upon Beer, and upon Spirits diſtilled from Malt in the Vears 

1733. 1784, 1785, and 1786, diſtinguiſhing the Quantity of 

ſuch Spirits cg with Duty in the ſame Year.” And alſo, 
D | An 


33 


„ PARLIAMENTARY (Fun. 
| . An Account of the Value of Goods, Wares, and Mer- 
chandize exported and imported into Great Britain, diffin- 
guiſhing each place from Chriftmas 1783, to Chriſtmas 1785.” 
[Mr. Pelham read two other motions, one for an account 
of the ſpecific and diſtinct quantity of the exports of Britiſh 
mariufaQtures of woollen, &e. &c. to each country we traded 
with, for a limited period; and the other for an account of 
our - woollen export and import trade with Spain 3 both of 
which he afterwards waved nn on wiper —_ objeAting 
to each of them.] | 
Mr.W.Pitt. Phe Chancellor of the Bxebiquer ſaid, that he did not rife 
ſo much with a view to oppoſe the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
motions, as tb combat the principles he had lain down in 
ſupport of them. He could not, for inftance, by any means 
agree to the propoſition, that, in conſidering any particular 
Treaty, that Houſe ſhould have before them the whole ſyſtem 
of our commercial intercourſe with other nations; ſuch a 
doctrine would be repugnant to the fpirit of that eftabliſhed 
practice, by which the Houſe, although it reſerved to itſelf a 
right of diſeuſſing and approving all Treaties whatſoever, 
previous to their being carried into execution, had yet always 
avoided any interference with Treaties while-they remained in 
agitation. —And as the Houſe of Commons had never aſſumed 
the right of making a Treaty, fo it had at all times been ex- 
tremely cautious of diſeuffing any motions, by which any 
pending Treaties were likely to be affected. In the preſent 
cafe, ſome of the motions of the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
Clearly and paipably a tendency to interfere with the ſubject mat- 
ter of ſeveral Freaties now depending and if there were no other 
reaſon for withholding the accounts moved for, it would, at 
the preſent period, be extremely unwiſe to make ſuch matters 
 umiverſally'known, as the ſtate of our trade with one country 
might, if publiſhed, operate to our diſadvantage in our neßo- 
- efations with others, by raiſing their claim upon us, or in 
various other ways which the Houſe might eaſily conceive, but 
3 which 
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| he felt hienſelf under of refuſing his conſent to the produc- 


bly de6& upos the Codithereitt" Preatyy but Mr. Fur fat; 
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which required great delicacy to ſpeak upon. Still he ſhould 


think himſelf bound to aſſent to every motion that had for = 


its object any neceſfaty information, not only ſuch informy- 
tion as he himſelf thought to he neceffaty; but even ſuch a 
appeared to others, in their way of conſidering the Treaty to 
be ſo, however differently be might think himſelf. Vet he 
could never conſent to the production of any documents that 
tended to endanget the intereſts of the country. Aprecable to 


mis ſentiment; he enumerated ſuch of the motions read by 


but ſaid, he could not but obje& to that which went to make 
public the diſtin and ſeparate amount of our various exports 
to each of the countries to which we traded; and he muſt pars 
geolatly oppoſe chat which felated to the quantities of wool 


and woollens imported und exported reſpectively between this 


. 


country and Spain. ie concluded by lamenting the ni 


tion of any information that could appear to any Gentleman 
neceſſary for forming his judgment on ſo very important a ſub- 


ject; but aſſured the Right Hon. Gentleman, that thoſe mo- 


tions which he had expreſſed his obje&ions to, appeared to 
him not only as irrelevant to the fubjeds, but as pregnant wick 
great evil and danger to the country, if made public. 4 


rr 


Mr. Fur roſe, not, he ſaid; to enter into any difcuſiion of ate. you. 


the argument of the Right Hon. Gentleman, though he by 


| to Wenns agreed with his resſonint, that the propoſition ef 


Nis Hon. Friend was falſe; on the contrary, it appeared to 


him to be 1 ſelfevideiit propofition; that if out itnports of 


ſpirits, ot any other given commodity from France, increaſed 
to any conſiderable degree, nearly in an equal degtee muſt our 
imports of the ſam commodiries frotii othet countries decreaſe; 
and therefore be fully ebneurted with his Hon. Friend in his 
iden, that it Wat gerrſſfüry for the Houfe to Have ſuch papers, 
15 his motion im chax reſpett ſpætiſted, before they could potk- 


he 


Lord G. 
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he did not rife to canteſt that point, various and repeated op- 


portunities for diſcuſſing - ĩt would doubtleſs offer; what he 


raſe ſor then was merely to prevent his ſilence; had he far ſtill, 
from being interpreted into ant aequieſcence with the notice 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman had juſt given on Monday 
ſe ' nnight, as the day for debating the Treaty with F rance. 
That day, be thought, much too early; ſo much ſo, that he 
was not a little amazed that the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould: 
think of naming it, and therefore he thought it right not 
to let the Houſe ſeparate without letting it firſt underſtand, 
that he ſor one, thought Monday ſe'nnight too early, and 
that he would conteſt that nomination whenever the n 
Hon. Gentleman ſhould: riſe to make. t. 
Lord George Cavendiſh. roſe to ſuggeſt, that as the Treaty 


1 8 of Navigstien and Commerce was à matter of great im- 


pottance, in as much as it deranged all our ancient and eſta- 
bliſhed,, Treaties of Commerce with other en that a 2 


of the Houſe might be proper. * 


Vr W. pit. The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that 1 — 


he ſhould be at all times to oppoſe a ſuggeſtion that had for 
its object the procuring a full attendance on the diſcuſſion of 
ſo great a queſtion, yet he believed, from the circumſtances 
of the preſent ſuggeſtion, he ſhould be fully juſtified to the 


Houſe and the public in giving it bis beatty negative. In 


ſhort, he looked upon the ſuggeſtion in no other light, but as 
an artifice to delay and proeraſtinate the conſideration of a 
ſubject on which reaſon and ſound policy required a very 
ſpeedy determination. If a call of the Houſe were really ne- 
ceſlary, what excuſe, he aſked, could be made by the noble 
Lord,, or any of his friends, for; having delayed it ſo long ? 
Was it that until the preſent moment they had never con- 
ſidered the French Treaty ag an object of ſufficient import» 
ance to juſtify a call of the Houſe? Or would they pretend to 
ſay, that 2 had never ;known, until no, that it was the 
atention; of h ach dd bring. it fer ward ag 


24 early 
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ea ly in the Seſſions as poſſible If then they knew it to be 
Ris intention to have propoſed the entering into the diſcuſſion 
thus early —and that he had repeatedly declared his intention 
to de ſuch; he appealed to the memory of every gentleman 
preſent, and who at the ſame time had a proper ſenſe of the 


magnitude and importance of the fubject in that caſe they 


muſt be cenſurable either for neglect in not having moved for 
a call of the Houſe earlier, provided ſuoh call wete neceſſary, 
or for a. wanton and inexcuſable attempt to prooraſtinate a 
meaſure of the higheſt conſequence: to the welfare of the king- 
dom, by moving for a call, nowoſuppoſing it to be unneceſ- 
ſary.! Thus, in either point f view, their conduct was 
equally blameable. He remũnded the noble Lord of the ex- 
preſſions of a Right Han. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) who ſat near 
him, on a former day of the Seſſions,, that the pending 
Treaty had given riſe to ſo many ſpeculat ions, and had ſo ma- 
terially affected the operations of our manufacturers and mer- 
Chants, that it became highly neceſſaty to bring it to as ſpeedy 


pence which its preſent unfiniſhed! ſtatemuſt neteſſatily give 
riſe to, and à continuance of whieh muſt be highlyidetrjimen- 
tal to the intereſts of thoſe concerned But were there no 
reaſon for rendering a call of the Hauſe abjectionable, yet the 


magnitude of the ſubject in queſtion was ſuch as would make 


it in a great degree unneceſſary, for that ãn itſelf would op- 
rate at leaſt as forcibly in ns a full Ie 
could poſſibly £061 0536 029 4948 Mr ud ren * nh; 


Mr. Fox roſe with great TY to ae eee Mr, Fox. 
would conſent. that the Houſe was to neglect its duty to the 


country, and go. precipitately into the conſideration; of a 
meaſure of great national importance, becauſe am ſav of meg 
whatever, however reſpectable their characters, however nur 
merous their deſcription, had thought proper to run beforg 
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2 concluſion as poſſible, in order to put an end to that ſuſ- 


the ſanction of Parliament, and enter into ſpeculations which 
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Hon. Gentleman had alluded to what had fallen from him on 
a former day, as if be had called for a precipitate and haſty 
diſeuſſion of the "Treaty 4; whereas what he bad ſaid, was not 
that becauſe any ſet of men had rafbly ſpeculated ypon the 

grounds of the Treaty before it had received she anion of 
Parliament, that therefare the deliberation of the Hoyle ought 
to be accelerated, but that whenever the Houſe haddeliberated 
upon it, and paſſedia vu af approbation (ſhould ſuch'a vote 
) it was their indiſpenfible duty to proceed to the carrying 

into execution with all poſſible celetity, in order to realize 

| thoſe ſpeculations, that the vote and ſantion of the Houſe 
might, as it were, bave authorized and: encouraged. It was 
the execution, and not the deliberation, that he wiſhed to 
Þave haftened ; and, therefore, when the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman thought proper to quote what he had ſaid on any for- 
mer day, he wiſhed he wofild be ſo good as to quote him with 
ſfometbing like correneſs. It was the characteriſtic of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman Adminiftration to be precipitate in 
deliberation, and lingering in execution. In maſt of bis 
meaſures,” he bad been haſty in coming to the deciſion of 
vote, and he had almoſt as often had occaſion to lament the 
want of greater deliberation ; but he had ſcarcely ever been 
equally prompt to carry the vote inte execution after it had 

Paſſed. Wich regard to the eall of the Houſe ſuggeſted by his 

Noble|Friend, he was aſtoniſhed at the Right Hon. Gentleman's 

objecting to it. A call of the Houſe had ſometimes been vex- 

atiouſly made, but it ſcarcely ever had been refuſed when defired 
by any Member. Phat it was now in common decency proper, 
who would be hardy enough to deny ? A meaſure more novel, 
or more important, had perhaps never come under the conſidera- 

l ſon of the Houſe, The Right Hon. Gentleman told them him- 

| felf that the meaſure' was important, the Houſe knew it to be 
important, the whole country felt it to he important. Would 
| thebuſinefs, did the Right Hon. Gentleman think, deriveagrace 
in the eyes of fareign Courts, from its being there known to have 
deen raſhly and precipitately brought on; and that a call of the 
— 
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Houſe, a thing uſual in caſes of infinitely leſs magnitude, 


had been refuſed? There was ſomething ſo ungracious in the 
refuſal, that he was aſtoniſhed the Right Hon. Gentleman 


would hazard it. ; 


39 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer acquicfced in the pro- Mr. Pitt. 


priety of the preſent given, him by the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man that whenever he quoted his words he ſhould quote 


them correctly,“ but he was ſurprized to find the Right Hon. 


Gentleman's practiee ſo much at variance with his doctrine, for 
in the very ſame. breath he had made the moſt groſs and pal- 


pable miſrepreſentation of his own words.—In this he ſaid 


the Houſe were not to depend on the authority of either him- 


ſelf or the Right Hon. Gentleman, for it was a mere queſtion 
of memory, and he felt himſelf pretty ſecure, that no Gentle- 


men whatſoever would undertake to vouch for the Right Hon, 
Gentleman, that he had received the words he made uſe of, 


on the firſt day of the Seſſions, in the ſenſe into which he 


had now attempted to conſtrue them. He combated Mr. Fox's 
argument, that that Houſe was not bound to pay any attention to 


the ſpeculations of the merchants and manufaQturers—clearly 


ſhewing, that in point of humanity, as well as policy, it was 


their duty to do fo, and to put an end, as ſoon as poſſible, to 


the ſuſpenoe which the preſent ſtate of the Treaty muſt neceſ- 
ſarily give riſe to; for even ſuppoſing that none of thoſe per- 


| ſons had given any actual order, with a view to the concluſion 
of the Treaty, yet it was impoſſible but ſome heſitation and 


ſuſpence muſt have been occaſioned, which if ſuffered much 


longer to continue, could not but be a very material prejudice 


as well to individuals as to the public. He ridiculed the idea 
of procraſtinating the conſideration of the Treaty, under the 


ſpecious pretext of more ſerious deliberation; it was in fat 
only an affectation of deliberation, for it was nothing more 


than putting off, as long as poſſible, the time for beginning 
to deliberate; which, in effect, was the ſure way to render 
thelr deſiberutions ſhort and fudden—it was like taking time 
to deliberate previous to deliberation, and put him in mind of 
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the thought, of “ a man alot dowgin 560 perpleadiy 
thinking of nothing, n 
Mr. Fox replied, declaring" that he never had hn of 
1 in the illogical, nonſenſical and abſurd manner that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman had aſcribed to him, though he 
. was ready to admit, that an a former day the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had ſo repreſented him to have argued; but that miſre- 
preſentation had been ſo ably and ſo completely corrected and 
cleared up by two of his hanourable friends, [Mr. Francis and 
Mr, Burke] that he had not thought it neceſſary on that day to 
trouble the Houſe with any explanation himſelf. Indeed, it 
would have been a bad argument for him to have uſed, had he 
. urged the neceſſity of precipitating the deliberation of the 
Commercial Treaty with France, in the very ſame ſpeech in 
which he was maintaining that it was impoflible for the Houſe 
to be competent to decide. on that Treaty, unleſs they. pre- 
yiouſly had ſubmitted to them authentic information of the 
ſtate of our trade with Portugal, as it ſtood at preſent, and as 
it was likely to ſtand hereafter. With regard to the Right 
Hon. Gentleman's quibble, that if the day of deliberation 
— deferred, the Houſe would be in the ſtate of a man who 
fell dum in a fit of perplexity, thinking of nothing in the inter- 
val of the delay, he neither thought the ſort of alluſion very 
decent to uſe within thoſe walls, nor was it at all reſpectful 
to the Houſe, talking of chem generally, to apply ſuch an 
alluſian to them. The Hon, Gentleman was welcome to 
apply ſuch alluſions to him perſonally, but to the reſt of the 
Houſe a little more decency and teſpect was due. Did he be- 
lieve that the Houſe, becauſe. they at any time poſiponed, the 
deliberation, of. any meaſure of great natignal importance from 
one day to another, thought, of nothing in the interval? Was it 
a fact, that Gentlemen ſo far loſt ſight of and neglected their 
| duty, as not to prepare themſelves without doors; for the diſ- 
cuſſion gf great queſtions gc be derided in Patliawent ? Many 
a e were 1 a nature, "_= proper. CO 
"Ip 12 n 314533 te Ng Want. few 
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ſew of the Members of that Houſe were competent. Qeſ- 
tions of Commerce and Trade, more eſpecially, were queſtums 


which Members of Parliament; generally ſpeaking; wers ot 
quite ſo well informed upon as other perſons. Before Gene- 
men, therefore, could make up their minds to the proper vote 
they ought to give on the Treaty, they muſt inform themſeldes 


enabled them to be more converſant with commercial ſubjects. 
As to the day of deliberation being defired to be proccaftinated, 
it was a neceſſary procraſtination, and not, as the Right Hon. 
Gentleman had called it, (an affectation of deliberation, and 
a mere putting off the day of beginning to diſcuſt the Treaty.” 
What was the day ? Perhaps the debate might be of ſo muh 


length as to be adjourned, and ſo occupy two days, or more. 


Still it would be but a ſingle debate, and would all be decided 
by a ſingle vote. Would the Right Hon: Gentleman thete- 
fore contend, that too much reaſonable time could be taken, 


in order to enable Gentlemen to examine a queſtion” vf ſo 


much novelty, and ſuch acknowledged importance, bofore 
they came ultimately to decide upon it by their vote? It the 
argument of the Right Hon. Gentleman, chat nnn. 


of the queſtion alone was a greater motive to eauſe a full at 
tendance than any Call of the Houſe, were a ſound one, upon 


that principle, all the Calls of the Houſe that had hitherto 


taken place had been idle and abſurd. Where time would not 


admit of a Call of the Houſe being enforced with all its farms 
of ſending letters, &c. &c. thoſe forms had been diſpenſad 


with; but he never before recollected that a Call of the Houſe 


had been refuſed, where the buſineſs ende Ne admitted 


to be important. 4 1302490 t Lanonp 
Lord George Cavendiſh aid, it a to hae Whit Lord Gro. 
either the Right Hons Gentleman over the way dt RN 4 


Hon. Friend near him, had ſaid on a- former®Jay; but fe 


had ever underſtood'it to be the undoubted-righy'of- any di:: 


vided! {okay mave a Call, when de — 
316 . * Boue 
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by converſing with thoſe whoſe avocations and profeffiony * 7-14 
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\abgut to be brought on of great importance. He would not 

: therefore, 23 an old Member of Parliament, {ſubmit to the 

being told, by the Right Hon. Gentleman over the way, that 

n Member had a right to move a Call, or make any other 

- Mation, but himſelf on one fide of . and bis 

- Right Hon. Friend on the other. 

Nr. W. Pi- The Chancellor of the Exchequer interrupted the nahi Lodd, 

to affure him that he was miſtaken ;—but en t 

loudly, To Order! be fat do mn. 

_ —* Lord George then ſaid, Good God 1 is 255 this? 
Before that Right Hon. Gentleman's mother was married, I 
had fat ſeveral ſeſſions in Parliament; and am I now to learn 
 fram him my duty within theſe walls?” His lordſhip then 

_ recapitulated his fonmer argument, and ſaid, he begged leave 

. #6 remind the Speaker, that, without any motion, when 

. weighty and. great.queſtions were about to be agitated, it was 
uſual- with him to ſend-his Mace to the rooms and places 
_ adjacants. t convene the Members, in order that the buſineſs 
might commence in as full a Houſe as poſſible; and he aſked, 
If avy buſineſs could poſſibly. require a fuller attendance than 
the diſcuſian of the Commercial Treaty with France? 

Mr. W. Pitt. The Chancellor of the Exchequer apologized to the noble 

Lord ſor interrupting him, but aſſured him it only proceeded 

from his anxiety to ſet him right as ſoon as poſſible, in a point 

in which he bad totally mifconceived him, and. undeſervedly 
-imputed to him a degree of diſreſpeA to himſelf and to the 

' Houſe, of Which he was incapable. He bad not entertained 

the moſt diſtant idea of concluding the whole Houſe, nor any 

part of it, | hy the opinion of any one Member, but had only 

quoted the former words of a Right Hon. Gentleman in ſup+ 

ven of hisown opinion: @ mode of argument which, in the 

© profent inflance at ers oct 

d highly offended at. 

Mr. Burke. Mr. Hurts toſe, and declared that Feds. = rh 
ed 5 as the Right Hon. Gentlemen's 
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' Burke they animadverted on the reaſoning of the Chancellor 
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argument in part, if pot in the whole, and he rather thought 1 
in the whole, had been an argument ad hominem, an argument 
perſonally addreſſed to his Right Hon. friend gear bim. Mr. 


of the Exchequer, as to the importance of the Commercial 
Treaty entitling it to an early deliberation, and contendgd, 
Abat if the new regulations of trade, that it would call for 
and create, were ſufficient reaſons for going into the diſcuſſidn 
of it prematurely and precipitately, every ſingle regulation of 
trade, that was introduced by Bill or otherwiſe, would equally 


call for ſudden di ſeuſſion and haſty decifion. 


Ona acainse MR. HaStineGs,' - 
The otder of the day having been moved and read, for the 
Houſe to reſolve itfelf into a Committee an the Charges againſt ' = 
Mr. Haftings, the Speaker left the chair, and Mr. * _— | 1 
St. John took his feat at the table. | 
Mr. Middleton was then called in, and onderwenk a lon 
examination. * . 
Aſter the examination ded proceeded for 8 GOES ö ' 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe, and obſerved, that et Mr. W. pit. 
was pretty zvident, from the length of the examination, that 
it would de impotfible for the evidence do be printed ſoon 
enough for the copies to be diſtributed in time on Monday fot 
the Members to have them, ſo as to enable them to become 
maſters of its tendency, and apply it to the Charge, if the 
Charge were that day debated. He called therefore on che 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, [Mr. Sheridan} to know | 
whether he would bring forward the Charge on Monday under 
ſuch circumſtances, of defer it for à day or two, in order 90 2 
give time for each GeniJeman duly de conſider the r 20 
newly adduced from Mr. Middleton ang Hir Elijah Lmpey.” 1 
Mr. Sberidan perfectly coincided in opinion, that 4 Mr. Sheri- 4 
be impollibſ6to print the new evidence in time to be dehvered 1 
to'the Members on Monday, and therefore agreed to pofipone 
bringing 
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bringing "forward" de Obige dancing the Degunis tl 
Wedneſday. ny \ di eres Ne t © LE 


r W. Pitt. The Chancellor of the FEWER then ſaid, he 0050 on 


ſettled) give notice of Monday 1 as er for nne 
the Commercial Treaty with France: Y 


- 'The Committee then ptoceeded to the + examination of Si 
Elijab Impey, which kept them fitting till midnight. 


* | Fo. Ca ws | 1.46 4936S FTY. 31 
* 24365 Yo | 9 1 4 7 o 
Monday, February 5, 1787. 
Commercial TREaTies AnD'TRADE wiTH PokTUGAL. 


_ „in- Mr. Minchin obſerved, that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
oppoſite to him had, on a former occaſion, declared that he 
would take an opportunity of naming as early a day as poſſible 
for the conſideration of the Treaty of Navigation and /Com- 
merce: concluded with France; now, as he conceived "that 
Treaty to be only one part of a commercial ſyſtem: adopted: by 
Government for the benefit and advantage of this. country, and 
that our commerce and trade with Portugal was alſo. a neceſſary 
and material part of that ſyſtem, he wiſhed to know what the 
ſtate of our trade with that country had been for the laſt ten 
years, before he was called. upon to give a vote either;of ap- 
probation. or diſapproBation of the Treaty. with France. Mr. 
Minchin ſaid, that he really knew not, nor pretended to 
know, what the ſituation. of our trade with Portugal, both 
with! teſpect to our, export of woollens, and our import of 
Port. wines was at preſent ; bat as he wiſhed to get out of the 
Hate of, i ignorance in which, he ſtood as ſoon as poſſible, he 
wrould.move, that “ Ap Account of the quantity of 3 
3 fr, hort of: London to Portugal, between 
;- the aſt of January 1777»; and the 1ſt of January 2787, be laid 

before che Houle,” He added, that as his ſole object wes to 
procure neceſſary informazion for the Houſe, pp, what _— 
Zig 
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to him to be a great and important ſubject, if it could be 


ſhewn that the ſame or fuller information could be obtained 
by any other means, he would readily wave his motion. | 


Mr. Fox ſeconded the motion. c Mr. Fox, 
The Chancellor f the Exchequer ſaid, he by = means wiſhed Mr. W. pitt. 


to be underſtood as riſing with any intention to object to the 
Motion then before the Houſe, or to any other that might be 


thought likely to give the Houſe neceſſary information, but 


he greatly feared that the object of the Hon. Gentleman 
would be by no means ſatisfactorily anſwered, were the Mgs 
tion to be adapted. Hefore the Houſe came to the conſidera» 
tion of the Commercial Treaty concluded with France, it 
would de proper andi abſolutely neceſſary for a great deal more 
information with reſpe& to the trade with Portugal to be laid 
before the Houſe, than the preſent motion was likely to reach. 


It was indeed his intention to lay all the information upon the 


ſubject, that his Majeſty's Miniſters could obtain, before the 
Houſe, and that as early as poſſible. Gentlemen were not 
unapprized that a; Treaty was at this moment in negociation 
with the Court of Portugal, and it was daily expected that 
the perſun who was well known to have been ſome time ab- 
ſent from London upon that buſineſs, would either return, or 
ſend home ſuch intelligence as would enable his Majeſty's 
ſervants to do their duty in this reſpect. In order the more 
fully to aſcertain, the true ſtate of the trade of this country 
with Portugal, the Gentleman who had been ſent to negociate 
the pending Treaty, had been inſtructed to exert his utmoſt 
endeavours to get at that object; and the better to attain the 


end deſired in this reſpect, the factory in Portugal had been 
written to, and called upon to furniſh all the the information they 


could give upon the ſubject ; and a8 Joon: as; the Gentleman 
now abroad returned, or the diſpatches came, be would lay 
the intelligence before the Houſe. Thus all the poſſible lights 
would be given that the nature of the caſe would; admit of, 


and thus the Hauſe would be: in pollen of; Buch: fullex 
IK information 
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Mr. Fox. 


Before he ſat down, he repeated, that though for the reaſdns he 
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information than could be expected to be derived from any 
pupers that the Cuſtom- houſe could furniſh. in conſequence of 
the preſent motion. Thoſe Gentlemen who wereat all con- 
verſant with Cuſtom-houſe returns to the orders of that Houſe, 
he ſaid, could not be ſtrangers to the imperfeR and unſatis- 
factory manner in which thoſe returns were generally made 
up, and the very ſtender degree of information they afforded. 
It it ſhould fo happen, that the expected accounts of the ſtate 
of the trade with Portugal ſhould not arrive in time, it was to 
be remarked, that this country had it in her power to continue 
to Portugal the advantages in point of trade, that-ſhe had till 
this time enjoyed, even after Parliament ſhould have come to 
1 refolution, approving of the Commercial Treaty with Flunce. 


had mentioned, he rather wiſhed the Honourgble Gentleman 
would not preſs his motion, yet he could have no objection to 
that or any motion that might be deemed neceffary, ot thought 
Fikely to afford the Houſe the ſmalleſt degres of information 
on à matter undoubtedly of great magnitude and importance, 
and reſpecting which the Houſe could not be too eaſily informed. 
Mr. Fox ſoid, the former part of the Hon. Gentleman's 
ſpeoch ſo perſectiy coincided with his ideas, that he was ſorry 
to find, if he had underſtood him correctly in the latter part 
of what he had ſaid, that there ſhould be any occaſion for him 
to differ in opinion with him. In the former part of the Hon. 
Gentleman's ſpeech he had conceived him to admit, that be- 
fore the Houſe would be competent to come to any vote of 
approbation of the Commercial Treaty with France, it would 
be abſolutely neteſſury for the Houſe to have defort it all the 
information poſſible relative to the preſent ſtate of our trade 
with Portugal, and with that view he had underſtood the Hon. 
Gentleman to have wiſhed the motion not to be preſſed. His 
objection on the motion, Mr. Fox ſaid, was, that it really 
ebuld' not produce the information wiſned for. Cuſtom Houſe 
8 orders of that Houſe," to ſuy the truth, pro- 
duced 
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duced for the moſt part, a ſort of information, that was good. 
ſcarcely for any thing ; but, even were it likely for thoſe re- 
turns, in the preſent caſe, to be made up with unuſual exact- 
f neſs, it was impoſſible ** the information they afforded,. 
of this 'country with Poul becauſe the returns of the 
Cuſtom-houſe of the port of London, could not in his mind 
comprehend one half, nor one third, nor ſcarcely above a 
fourth of the whole trade between Great Britain and Portugal, 


With regard to what the Right Hon. Gentleman had faid in 


the latter part of his ſpeech, as to its being proper for that 
Houſe, in caſe of the failure of the arrival of the information 


expected by his Majeſty's Miniſters from Portugal, to proceed, 


to a reſolution of approbation of the Commercial Treaty with- 
France, there he muſt differ with the Hon. Gentleman alto- 
gether. He meant not at that time to foreſtall à future de- 
date, or to enter prematurely into the diſcuſſion of ſubjecte 
that had better be reſerved for a fitter time; but he could not 
too early declare, that before he could make up his mind upon 
the French Treaty, which in effect implied, or rather amounted 
to a breach of the Treaty with Portugal, commonly called the 


Methuen Treaty, he muſt know how the trade between this 
kingdom and Portugal ſtood. That a Treaty was pending 


with Portugal was well known, and report ſaid that it was 


near being brought to a conclufion ; but terminated it muſt be 


one way or another, and that Houſe ought to know that it 
was ſo, before they decided upon the Treaty with France. 
Would any man, Mr. Fox aſked, pretend that the two con- 


ſiderations were not complicated and involved in each other, 


and that the two Treaties that ſubſiſt between this country and 
France, and that between this country and Portugal, did not 
bear. a relation to each other? Would not the Right Hon. 
Gentleman himſelf feel aſhamed, and think it a reproach were 
it to be imputed to him, that as one of his Majeſty's Miniſters. 
he had entered into, and concluded a Commercial Treaty 

witk 


* 


47 


"YO 1 — we 
4. - 1 


goa —— — — U 4 © 
* N 2 4 1 


* 


Ar. W. Pitt Tie Chancellor of the Exchequer "ſaid, that although he did 


information they ought to have before them previous to their 


tion he had alludid to, he ſhould' be glad 'to know it, that 
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with France without attention to our trade with Portugal, 
Far ar be i it t from bim to harbour for a moment, even 2 thought 
ſo i injurious to the Right, Hon. Gentleman's ability and ſenſe 
of | the duties of his Ration. H That being the caſe then, and 
it. being * AS. that the Treaty with France and the 
Tieaty with, Portagal | bore a relation to each other, it was 
"42 for any man to contend that the Houſe could decide 

on the one without knowing all the bearings: and tendencies 
4 the other. Mr. Fox 1170 this part of his ſpeech with pe- 


Euliar e energy, and concluded { with, repeating the f former part 
of his argument. 


not wiſh, an) more than the Hon. Gentleman, t. to debate the 
Coftimetcial reaty at chat time, yet if t there were any lead - 
ing Polats as to the pri riety of the. tay 0 on which they ought 
to eriter | into 'the Wa of i it, the nature | extent of the 


difcumon of it, or any particulars likely to affect the turn of 
the debate, he ſhould think it for the general accommodation 
of the Houſe to have thoſe points ſettled and decided on a 
day prior to the day of the main debate; and therefore, if 
any Gentleman had any doubt upon his mind of the deſcrip- 


when he ſubmitted to the Houſe the day on which he ſhould 
win the Treaty to be taken into conſideration, a day might 
at the fame time be fixed for the diſcuſſion and deciſion of 
ſuch doubts. As in a Commercial Treaty there were neceſ- 
farily various articles of detail, that required to be ultimately 
ſettled by a Convention negociated ſubſequent to the Treaty, 
ſuch a Convention had been concluded; but as the ratifications 
of it had been but lately exchanged, or rather the ratifications 
ſo exchanged had not arrived, he waited merely for their 

arrival, before he propoſed a day for taking the Treaty into 

conſideration. As ſoon as the ratified Convention came, he 

expedted to receive _ Majeſty” $ COON, to lay a copy of 

| it 


* 
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it before the Houſe, and then he would ſubmit A mocmina- | 
tion of a day for the diſcuſſion of the Treaty to the Houſe, at 


which time alſo the day for deciding any doubtful point 


might be fixed. Mr. Fox had, he remarked, laid down one 
poſition with much greater appearance of heat and paſſion than 
had been neceſſary, as it was a poſition, that it would be 
difficult to find a man on either ſide of the Houſe willing to 


deny, viz. that it was the duty of his Majeſty's Government, 
when they negotiated a Treaty of Commerce with France, 


not to have been inattentive to the conſideration of the ſtate | 
of our exiſting Treaty and future trade with Portugal, — This 


was not only true in itſelf, but it was actually unneceſſary for 
him to ſay any thing to prove that his Majeſty's Miniſters had 
been duly attentive to the Treaty fubſiſting with Portugal, and 
the future trade with that kingdom, when they negotiated the 


Commercial Treaty with France, becauſe that very Treaty ' 


upon the face of it bore incontrovertible evidence of their 


having done fo, as it contained an expreſs reſerve in favour of 
Portugal, enabling this country, whenever Portugal ſhewed * 


herſelf by her conduct entitled to a continuance of the ad- 
vantages ſhe enjoyed at our hands by virtue of the Metheun 
Treaty, to ſecure a continuance of thoſe advantages to that 
Kingdom. The Hon. Gentleman, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer obſerved, had been a little incorrect in his expreſ- 


ſion, when he had ſaid, that a reſolution of the Houſe to carry 
the Commercial Treaty with France into execution, would 
be a breach of the Methuen Treaty with Portugal. A breach 
of that Treaty, the carrying the Commercial Treaty with 
France into execution would not amount to, but it would 
rather put an end to the Methuen Treaty; becauſe, by that 
Treaty, Portugal ſtipulated to grant certain advantages to 
this country, ſo long as this country gave her wines a pre- 


ference, by admitting them under duties ſpecifically lower than 


thoſe paid by the wines of other countries, Having explained - 
this very clearly, Mr. Pitt Rated, that thought were to be 


a ne E wiſhed 
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wiſhed that Mr. Fawkener might return from Portugal, and 
bring with bim the expeQed agreement of that Court to the 
Treaty in negotiation, or an account that the negotiation was 
ter minated one way or another, prior to the day of diſcuſſion 


of the French Treaty; yet that the Houſe might fairly come. 


Mr. rox. 


to a reſolution of approbation. ok the Treaty with France, as 
that. Treaty contained 4 clauſe of reſerve. enabling. Great- 
Britain to continue to Portugal the advantages ſhe derived from 
the Methuen Treaty at any ſubſequent period, and that, in 
fact, the Preazy with France, and the . with n. 
were diffin& conſiderations. | 

Mr. Fox admitted that a reſolution to approve lee into 
execution the Commercial Treaty with France, would rather 
be a putting an end te the Methuen Treaty than a, breach of 
it, but he denied. that the two Treaties were ſeparate conſide - 


rations. He urged, that even under that view of the caſe, 


and ſuppoſing either that Mr. Fawkener, had not returned, or 
that the Treaty negociating with Portugal was terminated . 


one way org the other, that the Miniſter ougbt to make 


known to that Houſe hat bis future intentions were with re- 
ſpect ta Portugal, before he called upon the Houſe to give their 
approbation of the Treaty with France. He. obſerved, that 
the moment the Commercial Treaty had received their ſanc- 
tion, that Houſe was bound in hogour and ſincerity to pro- 
ceed to cariy it into execution; and as it was an undoubted 
fact that an abundant number of ſpeculations were depending 
and walting for the ext cutiomof the Treaty, if the Houſe came 
to a teſalution of approbation, it was their indiſpenſible dutj to 
paſs laws for carrying: it into execution as ſoon as poſſible after 
the. reſaJution;was paſſed, in order that the various ſpeculations 
might be realized, and the country ſet. at reſt teſpecting it. 
Ms. Fox: weat-over a great deal of his former ground of ar- 
gument, and declared: that he held it to be ſo abſolutely: ne- 
ceſſaty, that the Houſe ſhould have before them information 
of the preſent tate. of the trade berweag/this ust aud: | 
dA 4 Portugal, 
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Portugal, and of the ſtate in which it would. "MR the 

French Treaty was carried: into effect, previous to the diſ- 

cuſhion of that Treaty, that he ſhould think it to be his duty 

to take the ſenſe of the Houſe on that point, before'the Houſe 
proceeded to debate the Wen and main e the 
TAP? itſelf. 4 

The Chancellor ws: ella: ald. the Hon, PRA BUM Mr. W. Pitti ' 

was eager to contend for the neceſſity of ſpeedily carrying the 

Treaty into execution, in order to realize the ſpeculations 
grounded upon it, and yet wiſhed to delay the coming to a 
reſolution reſpecting it, Which was a neceſſary and unavoidable 
preliminary proceeding. Mr. Pitt remi nded the Houſe, that 8 
after a teſolution of approbation was paſſed (if ſuch ſhould 

paſs )\their own forms rendered it poffible to paſs any bills: in 
conſequence” into law, without their being obliged to go 

through various ſtages, whieh would indiſpenſibly take up ſe- 

veral days, and oceaſion much delay? Though Mr. Fawkenec 

might not therefore return or ſend any intelligence by the 

time that the reſolution might paſs, yet, before the Bill re- 

lative to wines, that might be gfłounded upon it, ſhould paſs 

the Committee; information might arrive, and then it would 

be time enough to make the proviſion ia favour of Portugal, 
- ould Portugal think proper to entitle herſelf to the favour. 

But whether any information artived from Portugal or not, 

ſtill he held the part of the Treaty, reſpecting French wines, 

to be a wiſe meaſute. He was prepared to declare in either 

event; whether the advantages of the Methuen Treaty were 
continued to Portugal or not, it was wiſe to agtee with 

France, as the Commercial Treaty ſtipulated; and if the Hon. 
Gentleman Sa. chat nen nn point 2 3' 
1 * 5 

Mr. Burke beste Mr: nes e * admitted, Mr. Burkey 

that he had acted throughout with perfeat conſiſtefſey; but de- ; 
clared, that where a ſyſtem was bad, in that caſe confiſteticy 

Was bad alle. After à few remarks ſmflar to'thofe made by 


E 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke ſaid, what ſtruck him as extraordinary 
was, that the firſt time any complaints of the non compliance 
of Portugal with the terms of the Methuen; Treaty were 
bteathed in that Houſe, was when a Commercial Treaty had 
been concluded with France; then, and then only, did ſuch 
a matter burſt upon them. He was aware that the merchants 
had complained ſo long ago as the year 1758, but as a Mem- 
ber of Parliament he had heard of no complaint till he had 
heard of the Commercial Treaty with, Ftanee. This was a 
' new era, and befote the kingdom of Portugal, which the 
Methuen Treaty tried, and bound as it were to this country, 
was let looſe, and all our connexions with that kingdom, and 
the benefits that had reſulted in conſequence, for ſo many 
years, were abandoned by Great - Britain,” it behoved that 
Houſe to act cautiouſly, to have complete information before 
them, and to know the full extent of the ſacriſice that the 
Right Hon. Gentleman wiſhed them to make to France, as 
the price of the advantages expected to reſult from the carry- 
ing the Commercial Treaty into complete execution. Mr. 
Burke obſerved, that the Right Hon, Gentleman had on a 
former day declared, that the Treaty with France had been 
concluded: to render the amity and connexion between the 
two countries laſting and permanent, and the Speech from 
the Thrane had laid ea ground of policy for the meaſure. ee 
tais obſervation he reſted a few additional arguments. 
Mr. w. Mr. . Grenville ſaid, that although the Right Hon. Gentle. | 
Grenville. man had begun with charging his Right Hon. Friend wich in- 
conſiſtency, yet he had not been able to ſubſtantiate the accu - 
ſation in any other, way than by a barefaced and palpable miſ- 
repreſentation of his whole ſpeech. For. inſtance, he had en- 
deavoured to give a turn to his Right. Hon. Friend's argument, 
2s if he had ſtared that he looked upon he French Treaty as a 
— of che pteſent ſubſiſting Treaties with Portugal, and had 
HO, it upon that gi mg 1. in fact, no ſuch 
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the French Treaty would in no degree preclude Great-Britain 
from adhering to the ſpirit of the Methuen Treaty, ſhould the 
Court of Portugal ſhew a diſpoſition to entitle herſelf to a con- 
tinuation of the benefits reſulting from that Treaty ; but alſo, 
that whether Portugal ſhould or ſhould not come to a proper 
ſettlement with this country on the matters at preſent in diſpute 
between them, that in either caſe, the French Treaty was a 
moſt wiſe and beneficial object. He animadverted with great 
ſeverity on Mr, Burke's aſſertion, that he never had, until that 
day, been appriſed of any defection on the part of Portugal, 
from the proviſions and ſpirit of the Methuen Treaty; declaring, 
that it was impoſſible for any Gentleman, who had paid ſo g 
much attention to the commercial concerns of this country, to 


be ignorant of a circumſtance fo glaring, and ſo univerſally 


known, as that repeated and uniform complaints had been 
made of the ineffectual manner in which that Treaty had. been 


carried into execution on the part of Portugal, ſo far back as 
the year 1767; from which period, that country had been 
gradually departing from it more and more. But if, indeed, 
the Right Hon. Gentleman was ſo unaccountably i ignorant of 
ſo plain a fact, there was a Right Hon. Gentleman behind 
him, who, he was ſure, muſt of neceſſity be better informed. 
This called up Mr. Fox, who retorted on Mr. Grenville Mr. For. 
the charge of miſrepreſentation made by that Gentleman againſt 
Mr. Burke. He obſerved, that his Right Hon. Friend had not 
generally ſaid that he knew of no complaints againſt the Court 
of Portugal, for her infractions of the "Methuen Treaty, but 
had only declared, that in his Parliamentary capacity as a Mem- 
ber of that Houſe, he had never been made acquainted with any 
ſuch complaints no ſuch having ever been ſtated in that Houſe. 
If any charge of neglect ſhould be made againſt him for having 
omitted to bring a bufineſs of ſuch'conſequence before Parlia- 
ment during the very ſhort time he had been in office, Mr, Fox 
ſaid, it, would be. at leaſt ſome kind of excuſe for him, that the 
preſent Adminiſtration had been guilty of a ſimilar neglect for a 
3 - much 
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wah longer period... Mr. Fox added, that it had been the 
policy of this country; of late years, to ſhew a partiality to 
Portugal, and to oveflook any oecaſional departure from © 2 
ſtrict adherence to the Methuen Treaty on her part, 


III. Tranci-. Mr. Francis corroborated Mr. Fox's vindication of Mr. 


Mr. Pel- 


Burke; and declared, that his Right Hon. Friend had" barely 


confined himſelf to the Walls of that Houſe, when' he faid he 
was: unacquainted with ay complaints "againſt the Court of 
Portugal: . He adverted to Mr, Pitt's ſpeech, -and obſerved, 


hat nothing could be more abſurd than his ſaying, that the ſame 


argument that proved the neceſſity of following up'a reſolution 


with ſpeedy execution, alſo went to eſtabliſh. the neceſſity of 
coming to Aa ſpeedy tefolutionh. No ſuch” concluſion could 


poſſibly be drawn, but rather the reverſe; for the very nature = 
of execution required ſpeed and activity, that of reſolution de- 
liberation and forefight, and the neceffity of a ſpeedy execution 
rendered it neceflary alfo to deliberate well before a reſolution 


-was formed. So that inſtead of hurrying on the reſolution of 
the Houſe upon the ſubject of the French Treaty, it was more 
deſirable to poſtpone it as mach as poſſible, even to two or three 


months diſtance. [At this the Houſe ſhewed evident marks 'of 


diffatisfaction.] At all events, they ought, he ſaid, to be pro- 
vided with every ſpecies of information that could be + tg 


on ſo very important and difficult a ſubje,, aa 
Mr. Pelham ſaid, that it was by no means + fair way of con- 
ſidering the queſtion, to confine it merely to the wine trade 
with Portugal, for in fact the whole ſyſtem of our commerce 
with that country, nay, even the general policy which this 
country had always purſued with reſpect to its intercourſe with 


ber, would be materially affected by any alteration in the prin- 


ciples and ſpirit of the Methyen Treaty; it would be therefore 


- highly neceſſary for the Houſs to be fully informed of the true 
: Date of that commerce, before they proceeded to'a ſubject in 
which it was ſo materially involved as in the Treaty pending 
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with France; and he ſhould therefore, at a future day, move "0 
other papers containing further information. 

Mr. Burke roſe merely for the purpoſe of explanation. The Mr. Burke. 
Right Hon. Gentleman who had thought proper to reprehend 
him, was ſo prone to aſſume a cenſorial office within thoſe 
walls, that undoubtedly he thought himſelf peculiarly qualified 
to act cenſorially, By ſuperior abilities he was ready to admit 
him to be qualified; but reprehenſion was ſomething more 
than a mere reply, or animadverſion upon another's argument; 
it was a ſort of puniſhment; great abilities alone, therefore, 
were not the only requiſites to qualify any man to aſſume the 
office of a cenſor; whoever took upon him to act cenſorially, 
ought to take care that his reprehenſion was governed by a nice 
and exact regard to juſtice. The Right Hon. Gentleman had 
reprehended him for miſtating a fact: it ſo happened, that 
the reprehenſion was ill- founded. For, as his Hon. Friends 
had done him the favour and the juſtice to remark, he had' ex- 

preſsly declared, that he had heard of the complaints of the mer- 

_ chants againſt Portugal much earlier than the year 1767, the 
year tated by the Right Hon. Gentleman; he had mentioned 
that he had heard of them ſo early as the year 1758 or 1759; 

but he appealed to the Chair, whether it was not ſufficient for 
him to have ſaid within thoſe walls, that he had never heard of 
them, and whether, parliamentarily conſidered, that was not 
ſpeaking correctly. 

Mr. Minchin declared, when he made his motion, he had no 110, a- 
idea that it would give riſe to the ſort of debate that had taken chin. 
place. Under the expectation that more information Would 
be laid before the Houſe than his motion appeared likely to 
produce, he would, with the leave of the Houſe, withdraw it; 
wiſhing it however to be underſtood, that if the expected in- 
formation did not arrive, he would in that caſe make a Tr | 


motion upon the ſubject. N 
The motion was withdrawn, and Gy Houſe. + acjoirtd till 
the next day. n 
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| The ante of the day for going into a Committee on this 
bill having been moved and read, Mr. Gilbert took his ſeat at 
the table, and proceeded to ſubmit the clauſes ſeverally to the 
conſideration of the Houſe, when he was interrupted by | 
Mr. Alderman Newnham, who roſe to expreſs his fears, that 


conſequences to the community. The Alderman ſtated to 


what an enormous and alarming degree the practice of gambling 


Mr. Roſe. 


in the lottery had arrived ; the lower order of the people were, 
he faid, thoſe who chiefly indulged in it; and although they 
were the inſtruments and dupes of the othitice, yet the effects 
of it had been ſeverely felt by thelr maſters, who had been 
plundered and robbed, that the means of carrying on that mad 
and injurious vice might be furniſhed, Thus all ranks of 
people, and. of his conſtituents in particular, from the ordi- 
nary artificer and ſhopkeeper, up to the wholeſale trader, and 
even up to the merchant, had reaſon to complain, and to ex- 
preſs a wiſh that a practice ſo pernicious might be effectually 
and wholly prevented, The Alderman wiſhed for ſome ex - 
planation as to this point, declaring that he was not in the 
Houſe waen the bill was firſt read; but if any. good reaſon 


could be alledged for legalizing en in the lottery at all, 


he would not preſs his objection to that part of the bill. 


Mr. Roſe ſaid, as the worthy Magiſtrate had not been pre- | 
ſent when he opened the object of the bill, he would reſtate 


what that object was, Mr, Roſe then recapitulated the heads 
of his ſpeech of Friday laſt, in which he had explained in what 


manner the preſent bill changed the juriſdiction appointed by 


former acts to hear the charges againſt offenders, and took it 


out of the hands of Juſtices of the Peace, and veſted it in 


_ of the Judges of the Courts of Weſtminſter, Mr. Roſe 
| alſo 
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alſo explained, that the only ſpecies, of inſurance. legalized. by 
the preſent bill, was the inſurance of the. whole tickets, the 
holders of which were obliged to produce their, tickets when 
they inſured them, ſo that the door t to fraudulent inſuragce, was 
effectually ſhut, 


„ ghnoer 


Mr, Alderman Newnhon 7 the Hon. fe ens far "paar wad 


his explanation of that part of the, bill. that,_xclated. 10 the 
change of juriſdiction, which he agreed was perfectly ſatisfac- 
tory, and what every friend to the public muſt with; but he 
faid, he could by no means agree with him, that, it was right 
to. legalize inſurances of Lottery tickets at all. Certain, he 
ſaid, he was, that if it were made legal in any, one inſtance, it 
would be abuſed, and. fraudulently evaded in innumerable. in- 
ſtances. Suppoſe, for example, he had a mind 40 inſure, and 


inſtead of one whole ticket, choſe to take twenty numbers, 


and inſure them. What was to prevent him? Who was to 


inform againſt him? The fraudulent, Lottery-office Keeper 
would not, becauſe it was his intereſt. to take his numbers, and 
practiſe againſt the ſtatute. The Lottery-office Keeper ap- 
peared to him to be the only guardian of the dye obſervance 
of the bill, and ſurely a truſt, upon a faithful. execution of 
which the effect of the bill wholly depended, could not be 
lodged in more unſafe hands. As a, proof. that, the bill was 
not likely to check. the rage for inſurance on Lottery-ticket 
numbers, the Alderman inſtanced the eagerneſs .for: carrying, 
on the practice already apparent, from the number of advertiſe · 
ments for new offices that were to be ſeen i in the papers of the 
day. He added other arguments to ſhew, that nothing ſhort 
of a total prohibition by law could put a ſtop to the practice. 


Mr. Steele anſwered the Alderman, by urging the diſtinction Mr- Steele. 


between ſuffering the inſurance, of a whole ticket under the 
guards and reſtrictions contained in the Bill, and legalizing 
inſurance generally. He mentioned, in che firſt place, that 
the poorer ſort, who made up the lower and labouring part of 


the e people, could not procure money enough to inſure whole 
tickets; 4. 
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uckets; and next, as to the Alderman's queſtion of what was 


to prevent his inſuring more than one number, without pro- 


| ducing any real tickets, he ſaid, the clauſes. of the bill would 


prevent it; for the inſuter was obliged, by the expreſs 
words of it, to produce a whole ticket to the Office-keeper 


when he inſured, and the whole tranſaction was to be done in 


writing. Mr. Steele aſſigned other reaſons to ſatisfy the 
"Houſe, that although the Bill legalized the inſurance of a 


whole ticket, it was not likely 'to encourage that ſpecies of 
inſurance that they muſt all wiſh to ſuppreſs, viz. the in- 
ſurance for ſmall ſums among the ſervants, apprentices, and 
inferior orders of the people; on the contrary, the avowed 
purpoſe and aim of the Bill, was to put a ſtop re 


| extremely prejudicial to the community, 
Ir. Track- Mr.-Frantis faid, he had not happened to beer the begin- 


ning of the converſation,” but he could not coriceive a reaſon 


why inſurance in the Lottery of any kind ſhould be” legalized, 
and hy a total ſuppreſſion of an evil that had already pro- 


duced ſo many, and ſuch fatal conſequences ſhould not take 


Dir Grey 
cee. 


place. He enlarged upon tlie extent of the evil, and con- 


ſeſſed that he ſpoke upon the ſubjeR as an intereſted perſon, 
Rnce he bad ſuffered, as well as many others, in conſequence 


of the practice prevailing. A female ſervant of his, had, he 
ſaid, loſt money to the amount of near two hundred pounds, 
which loſs he was obliged to bear, as ſhe had ſtopped it out of 
the caſh ſhe was entruſted with to pay the ſeveral tradeſmen 


with whom he dealt. Nor Was this the whole of the caſe; 


it ended fatally, for within a week after the circumſtance of 
the woman's having miſappropriated the money was diſco- 


vered, ſhe was no more. Mr. Francis dilated on this melan- 


choly fact, and appealed to the Houſe, whether it was not 


their duty to put a ſtop to a practice ſo pregnant with ſuch 


" Mlſchibvous effects, by an actual and unqualified prohibition. 
Sit Grey Cooper ſupported the objections againſt that part of 


the Bill that went to legalize inſurance at all. He obſerved, 


that 
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that the Bill had two objects; it was a Bill of regulation, and 
a Bill that declared that to be legal in one inſtance, that had 
not before been legal in any. He greatly feared, therefore, 
from what they had learnt, from paſt experience, that the 
guards and* reſtrictions which the Bill put upon inſurance 
generally, would not be fo much obſerved, or produce ſo ſalu- 
tary an effect, as the ſuffering inſurance at all would cauſe 
abuſe. Sir Grey alluded to the caſe juſt mentioned by Mr. 
Francis, and urged the propriety of not ſuffering any in- 
furance, as the only way to put a ſtop to the ſhameful manner 
in which the poor were robbed of their little all by Lot- 


tery-office mann and ſervants led on to n r their 
W 


Mr. Bearcroft 0s the caſe of the obieclon, A halen Bear- 


— - % 


anſwers that offered themſelves to it, in a ſtile of logical rea- "tt 


ſoning. He faid, it was obvious that there was but one opi- 
nion as to the wiſh to put a ſtop to the inſurances for ſhillings 
and ſix-pences, which were thoſe that produced almoſt all the 
miſchie vous effects that had been alluded to in the debates. 
That obje& the Bill profeſſed to aim at, but it was objected, 
that, by ſuffering legal inſurance in one inſtance, a door would 


be opened to all the other ſpecies of inſurance, fraudulent and 


illegal, and that thoſe low inſurances that took in the ſmall 
fry, would prevail as much as before. To this it might truly 


be ſaid, that the Bill provided reſtrictions and penalties not 


eaſy to be got over, unleſs by thoſe who ſet all Jaws at de- 
fiance, and cared not at what riſque they carried on a prac- 
tice, the continuance of which was to render them liable to 
ſevere puniſhment. Mr. Bearcroft explained the difficulties 
put in the way of legal inſurances, and faid, that exeluſive of 
the miſchievous effects of ſuch inſurances, another reaſon why 
they ought to be put a ſtop to, was this: thoſe who kept of- 
fices for the purpoſe of playing the ſmall game, and thus 
cheating the lower ſort of people, paid not one ſhilling to 


Goverment; they took not out a licence any one of them, 


but 
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but were and had been acting againſt the law, and in the face 
of different Acts of Parliament. It might be ſaid, that al- 
lowing the inſurance, even under the preſent Bill, held out a 
temptation. It certainly did, —and he would venture to call 
it a fair temptation. It was a temptation. to honeſt and cre- 
ditable Lottery- office Keepers, who took out a licence, and 
did aſſiſt Government in the carrying into execution the Lot- 
tery acts. Such men had a reaſonable claim to encourage- 
ment; the impowering them to, inſure whole tickets, would 
increaſe their buſineſs, and add to the number of their cuſ- 
tomers; but at the ſame time, if Gentlemen conſidered the 
wording of the clauſe in queſtion with attention, they would 
find there was no foundation for their alarms, and that the 


miſfchiefs they dreaded, were not likely to enſue, becauſe a 
ſingle ticket was not every poor man's purchaſe; nor was the 


ſum of fourteen pounds all that was neceſſary to buy a ticket; 
at ſome periods of the drawing the price was twenty. pounds, 
at others thirty, and at others again ſo much as fifty. Mr. 
Bearcroft enforced theſe obſervations. with much n 
arguments. 


Mr. Demp- Mr. Dempſter profeſſed himſelf obliged to the an Gentle- 
ſer, 


man for his explanation of the clauſe, but declared, that if it 
vas right on thoſe grounds to permit the inſurance of whole 
tickets, the ſame argument would juſtify the inſurance of halves 
and ſhares of any name or ſize up to an eighty-fourth, Mr. 
| Dempſter, in one part of his ſpeech, reaſoned as if he had 
underſtood, that under the clauſe: of the bill, Lottery- office- 
keepers could inſure tickets kept in their own hands, and (ell 
the ſhares ſo inſured. In another part, Mr. Dempſter con- 
tended againſt the country's raiſing reſources in ſo ſhameful a 
manner, as participating in the plunder of the public by Lottery 
inſurers ; and declared, he thought it ill became the ſtate to add 


to its revenue, by holding the box of a gaming-table. Several 


of Mr. Dempſter's other ah were forcible and con- 
vincing. | | = 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he was ready to Mr.W.Pitt. 
acknowledge, that although a Lottery was in a certain degree 
an advantage and reſource for Government, yet it was always 
attended with one bad conſequence, viz. that in ſome meaſure 
it promoted the ſpirit and practice of gaming. The object f 
the preſent bill went to ſecure and increaſe as much as poſſible 
this advantage to the ſtate, and at the ſame time to guard 


againſt and repreſs the evils attendant upon all lotteries. By ö . 
allowing the poſſeſſors of tickets to infure their property, they 0 3 
would naturally riſe in value, and by that means Government 1 
would be conſiderably benefited, and an inducement held out 1 
to perſons do keep offices for the ſale of tickets, which they | [ 
never could be expected to do, were they to have no emolument | ; ( | 
but the bare profit on the tickets, and then kept down in their be 
price by the abſolute--prohibition againſt inſurance: whereas | | 
by reſtricting all inſurances in the manner the bill did to whole ? ſ 
tickets, and thoſe in the actual poſſeſſion of the perſons making a, 
the- inſurance, the low gambliag, ſo much complained of, would a 
be prevented. But yet, if on trial it ſhould be found, that the 1 
good effect that would neceſſarily reſult to the public, by allows | | Y 
ing inſurances ina limited way, ſhould be attended with the had | i 
conſequences: of encouraging indiſcriminate and illegal inſu- 
rance,..then;he--confeſſed no advantage to be derived from the 1 
one, could compenſate for the evil reſulting from the other; ant 23 
in that caſe it would not admit of a doubt, but that every poſſible 1 
method of legal inſurance ought to — a its 1 
being a cloak for ſuch as was not ſo. - {2 24 tigucch % Þ 
Sir Grey Gooper roſe a ſecond time, and. ſaid, if * committee Sir On -Y 
were to underſtand that the bill was, as to the.legalizing inſu - . > 
rance upon the whole tickets, a bill of experiment, ;he-greatly ( 
feared it would proye an inſufficient one; for at any rate, the 5 * 
bill could not prevent ſeveral perſons. from buying a ticket 1 
amongſt them, and employing one perſon, to be the holder, K N 
agreeing among themſelves that he ſhould -gamble- for- them, | 


and inſure it at various offices on their joint aceounts. Hir 9 
Grey \ IJ 
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Alderman 


Newaham. 


Mr. Fox. 
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Grey added other arguments to prove his former poſition, that 
more abuſe would grow out of . than 8 
it, were it to ſtand as it did. | _ 

Mr. Alderman Newnan pul once more to ail the Righe 
Hoo. Gentleman, that inſuring a whole ticket the firſt day, did 
not demand fo large a ſum as he ſeemed to imagine; about 
four ſhillings was generally the price of inſurance on the firſt 
day of drawing, a ſum which a ſervant might eaſily produce; 
and as to the price of a ticket, fourteen guineas or more was 
not, in the contemplation of thoſe who were addicted to game 


in the lottery, ſo large a fam to riſque as ſome Gentlemen ſeemed 
ta imagine. Mr. Newnham again ſtated the number of new 


offices for the avowed purpoſe of inſuring, that he rw 
advertiſed for in the newſpapers of the dag. 
Mr. Fox acknowledged, that he was not one of thoſe dee 
A lotterĩes an improper ſpecies of reſource for Govern- 
ment, provided they introduced no more gambling than properly 
belonged to the lottery, by which he meant the riſque that was 
run by thoſe who bought a ticket with 2 view to ſtand the 
drawing. Mr. Fox anfwered the Chancellor of the Exchequer's 
argument as to the advantage that might be gained, without 
incurring the miſchievous effects of general inſurance; and con- 


' tended, that the one was almoſt inſeparable from the other. 


Mr Frands. Aſter a few words of explanation from Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Piti 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, hat he was miſuppre- 
1 the preſent bill was not à mere bill of experiment, 
though at the ſame time he was ready to allow; what was true 
of all bills, that if it were to be found to have a different effect 
from that which ĩt was intended to produce, it (oli ve proper 
rower; or perhaps repeal it. NIN ST OO e. 

Tue queſtion was then put, and the Committee divided, when 
the numbers were, Hen, (in favour of — oy ne + 
IG] 1153 Mes, 78. n 

' The report of the Committees oer tobe brought up 
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When the BY was reſumed, the Chancellor of: the acta . 
and Mr. Alam roſe nearly together, and a ſtrong conteſt enſued Mr. Adam, 
which ſhould be heard firſt; but Mr. Fox contending, that a 3 
complaint of breach of privilege, according to the uſage of the. be 
Houſe, preceded. other buſineſs, Mr. Adam was: permitted, to. 4 
open the nature of his complaint, which proved to be a com- 
plaint againſt the returning officer for the ſbire of Renfrew, i in, 
Scotland, -fer;having held, the writ for the election of a repre= _ 
ſentative, from the 20th of July laſt to the. 20th, of October, 
without proceeding to. an election. Mr. Adam ſaid, his inten- 
tion was to move for the attendance of the any, at the bar,, 
to anſwer the;complaint againſt him. . 

Mr. Hamilton objected to the ſending for a man at 3 — 
a diſtance,, and putting him to the trouble and expence of 1 
journey of 900 miles, without ſome more, ſubſtantial proof of 
his delinquency. and violation of the rights of anfelection that | 
had been conteſted, 8nd. ould, Camp. go e 
mittee. nan: a 

The Chancellor of t th Exchequer cid, 7 for from agreeing 1 Ur. Pitt. 
ther i it ought to be. _— ue * and a8 be farm 
his Hon. Friend's pertinacity, that it was likely, if farther dis- 
cuſſed then, to bring on a debate that muſt interrupt che ſetile d 
buſineſs of the Nh: would oppoſe way farther Praceefing,s iat 
that time. 7 x. Lab: 

Mr, Adam a juſtified himſelf 75 705 8 in © he-Mr. Als. 
matter, and gave notice that he would, on, an early days bri ag 
the brag forward, and take ge ſenſe Nh Houle pron It,. 
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The Chancellor of the: Exchequer moved, "Thee this H . „ 
« will on this day ſe'nnight, reſolve itſelf i into a Committ & f 
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Grey added other arguments to prove his former poſition, that 
more abuſe would gro out of nn than benefit * 
it, were it to ſtand as it did. * _ 

Mr. Alderman Newnham- roſe once more to e the Ripht 
Hon. Gentleman, that inſuring a whole ticket the firſt day, did 
not demand fo large a ſum as he ſeemed to imagine; about 
four ſhillings was generally the price of inſurance on the firſt 
day of drawing, a ſum which a ſervant might eaſily produce; 
and as to che price of a ticket, fourteen guineas or more was 
not, in the contemplation of thoſe who were addicted to game 
in the lottery, ſo large a ſum to riſque as ſome Gentlemen ſeemed 
to imagine. Mr. Newnham again ſtated the number of new 
offices for the avowed purpoſe of anſuring, that he ** 
advertiſed for in the newſpapers of the dax. 

Mr. Fox acknowledged, that he was not one of thoſe n 
vhothaught lotterĩes an improper ſpecies of reſource for Govern- 
ment, provided they introduced nb more gambling than properly 
belonged to the lottery, by which he meant the rifque that was 
run by thoſe who bought a ticket with a view to ſtand the 
drawing. Mc. Fox anſwered the Chancellor of the Exchequer's 
argument as to the advantage that might be gained, without 
incurring the miſchievous effects of general inſuranee, and eon- 


tended, that the one was almoſt inſeparable from the other. 


uur. Fanct. After a few words of explanation from Mr. Francis, 
Mr. Piti. 


The Chancellor the Exchequer ſaid, at he was miſuppre- 
hended; the preſent bill was not a mere bill of experiment, 
though at the ſame time he was ready to ow, what was true 
of all bills, that if it were to be found to have a different effect 
from that vhich ĩt was intended to produce, it wolle ve proper 
mn nen un nn 

The queſtion was then put, and the Committee divided, when 
the numbers were, Hen, (in favour of — — way ng + A pare 
8 1153 Mes, 78. 

The roar of the Cn was onde to be brought up 
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When the Houle » was reſumed, the Chancellor of the Richoimer. 
and Mr. Alam roſe nearly together, and a ſtrong conteſt enſued Mr. Adam 
which ſhould: be heard firſt; but Mr. Fox contending, that a 1 
complaint of breach of privilege, according to the uſage of the. ee 
Houle, preceded other buſineſs, Mr. Adam was permitted to, 
open the nature of his complaint, which proved to be a com- 
plaint againſt the returning officer for the ſbire of Renfrew, in 
Scotland, -for:having held the writ for the election of a repre= _ 
ſentatiye, from the 20th of July laſt to the acth of October, 
without proceeding to an election. Mr. Adam ſaid, his i inten- 
tion was to move for the attendance of the ee at to bar, 
to anſwer the complaint againſt e 

Mr. Hamilton objected to the ſending — a man at — Mr. Hamil- 

a diſtance, and putting him to the trouble and expence of a 9 
journey of 900 miles, without / ſome more. ſubſtantial proof of 
his delinquency. and violation of the rights of anzcle&ion that 
had been conteſted, and would anf to Mp}-hepprs 2 r > 
mittee... 

The Chancellor 5 the „ee ad. a ho from n 
chat the motion ſhould: be then made, he had his doubts whe 
ther it ought to be made for ſeveral weeks; and as he ſaw, from 
his Hon. Friend's pertinacity, that it was likely, if farther; diſ-» 
cuſſed then, to bring on a debate that muſt interrupt che ſettle 4 - 
buſineſs. of the n he would e * farther proceeding 7nt 
that time. Ke: i. 0 

Mr, Adam _—_ juſtified himſelf 72 his 3 in. 5 he Mr. Adam. 
matter, and gave notice that he would, on, an early days hri og 
the bun forward, and take f M.ths. Hause eib, 
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The G 1 e moved, Ox | 8 H 2 Pite. 
* ill, on this day ſe'nnight, reſolve itſelf i into a a Committ © of + 
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te the whole Houſe, to conſider of ſq.much of His Majeſty's 

c Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, on Thurſday the 23d 

of January laſt; as relates to the Treaty "of Navigation and 
d Commerce with his Majeſty and the Moft Chriſtian King.” os 
Lord Geo. Lord George Cavendiſhroſe, is ſo0h as the queſtion Rd Cet 
* read from the Chair, and expreſſed à wilt to mobe 2 Call of 
the Houſe; detlaring it to be his opinion, that ſuch's form ought 

to precede the entering into a'diſcufion of a ſubject of ſuch 
magnitude as the Treaty with France. c 

The Speater informed his Lordſhip, that the House was in 
poſſeſſion of a motion, which had been made and ſeconded; 
therefore the way for his Lordfhip to proceed, would be to move 

to leave out the words of the queſtion, that named the day for 

te conſideration of the Treaty, and to inert the ye on 2 
ui de Wiltied' the Houſe to be called over. | 
Lords Geo, Lord George then moved to ee out the words © this iy” 
an. ſennight, and inſert the words d this day fortnight.” “ 
As ſoon as the Speaker had read the Motion and the Amend- ; 
Mr. Fox. ment, Mr. For roſe, and entered Hldioft immediately into 
argument againſt proceeding to the deliberation of a matter of 

1 er pt novelty and importance at fo ſhort a'notice as a fingle 

| week: Conſidering the Treaty in the light that he did, Mr. 
Fox add, he was aſtoniſhed that the Right Hon. Gentleman 

could think of calling upon that Houſe to come to a decifion, 
withbut allowing a longer time for Gentlemen to inform them- 
ſelves on the ſubject, and without a CalF of the Houſe. He 
re minded the Right Hon. Gentleman of the bad effects of 
- precipitation In meaſures of magnitude, and inſtanced the 
cireumſtanees that bad marked the introduction and iſſue of 
angther Treaty brought into that Hbuſe three Seſſibns agb, 
viz, the Iriſh Commercial Treaty, or as it had been ſtyled, 
and would conſequently be better known in that Houſe by the 
title of the 1riſþ Propoſitions. The Right Hon. Gentleman, 
be bed, bad ſuccceded in many of woot dur in ho 
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one, had his ſucceſs. been ſo honourable to himſelf, as his 
. fails. in the Iriſh Propoſitions had proved: fortunate to him, 
and fortunate. to his country. The Houſe could ngt but re- 
collect with what precipitancy the firſt Iriſh Propoſitions had 
been brought before them, and they well remembeted what 
an eſcape the country had in not having as precipitately come 
to a deciſive vote reſpecting them. Let that eſcape teach 
greater caution and better prudence. Let the danger ſo acci- 
. dentally avoided then, be ſtudiouſly provided againſt in the 
preſent inſtance. Let the Houſe call to mind the various 
guards (as they were called) that were, upon the ſound advice 
offered-after the Iriſh Propoſitions were firſt ſubmitted to Par- 
liament, adopted by the Right Hon, Gentleman, and inſerted 
in thoſe, very different Propoſitions, that at the end of the 
Seſſion were ſent over to Ireland from the two Houſes, - Let 
the Houſe call to mind the article, that fortunately for this 
country had been inſerted among thoſe Propoſitions, which 
obliged Ireland to reject the whole. He ſpoke at large of the 
eſſential benefits that had reſulted from the delay adopted in 
the caſe of the Iriſh Propoſitions. It had at that time, he re- 
minded Gentlemen, been aſked with an air of paltry triumph, 


when objection was taken, fortunately taken, to the going 


precipitately to a vote on the buſineſs, Where are the Peti- 
tions from the Manꝑfacturers likely to be affected by the mea- 
| ſure?” What was the conſequence? The table was ſoon after 
loaded with Petitions, ſigned by the moſt reſpectable names 


that ever were known among the Manufacturers of the king- 


dom! and one great good indeed aroſe out of the meaſure —it 


was the means of furniſhing that Houſe, and the Houſe of 


Lords, with two of the beſt and moſt excellent Treatiſes on 


the ManufaQtures and Commerce of Great- Britain, in the 
ſhape of evidence, that perhaps ever were peruſed. He next 


mentioned the various meaſures of great importance, upon 


.. Which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had totally altered his 
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ſentiments in the courſe and progreſs of proceeding, inftan- 
eing the Right Hon. Gentleman's own India Bill, which, he 


ſaid, hac been ſo completely changed, in the period of paſfing 


through that Houſe, that not one ſtick of the original mate- 


rials, that formed the firſt erection, was to be found in the 
building that was finiſhed. He mentioned alſo, the vatious 
alterations the Bill had undergone, even after it was firſt 
paſſed into a law. Upon theſe conſiderations Mr. Fox adviſed 
the Right Hon. Gentleman to agree to the Motion; and he 
contended, that in giving him ſuch advice, he acted as his 
beſt friend. If the Treaty was of the greateſt importance to 
the Political as well as the Commercial Intereſts of Great- 
Britain, it undoubtedly required the moft ſerious deliberation, 
and that ought to be grounded on a minute enquiry into all 
its bearings. The Right Hon. Gentleman would have it 
underftood, that he thinks it a wiſe meaſure, and a meaſure 


likely to produce the moſt ſolid advantages to the country. 
Will it be the worſe for the delay of a fingle week ? « What 


advantage can I gain (ſaid Mr. Fox) by the Right- Hon. Gen- 


tleman's acceding to the Motion ? If the Treaty be, after 


examination, found to deſerve all the good opinion the Right 
Hon. Gentleman entertains of it, his triumph will be the 
greater. If it can ſtand the teſt of inveſtigation, why ſhrink 
from it, and deny the only means of inveſtigating it amply 


and completely? If it ſhall appear that the opinion of its ſalu- 


tarineſs be ill founded and groundleſs that however its preſent 
and immediate effect may be partially advantageous to our 
manufacturers, its remote conſequences threatened the moſt 
ferious danger to the beſt and firſt intereſts of the country, will 
not the Right Hon. Gentleman be bound to thank thoſe, who 


prevent his running himſelf and the country into ſo fatal an 


error, as prematurely obtained from Parliament their ſanction 


of a meaſure big with national detriment, and perhaps ulti- 


mately productive of the national ruin.” Nor was it merely 


for theſe reaſons, though ſurely of ſufficient ſeriouſneſs and 


importance, 
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importance, that Mr. Fox contended more delay was abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, What would the high contracting parties, 
what would Europe think of the indecency of proceeding to a 
Vote at fo ſhort a notice? It was but on Friday laſt that the 
Houſe firſt had notice of the day on which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman had now moved to have the Treaty conſidered, 
Were ten days ſufficient for Gentlemen to have made up their 
minds in upon a matter that comprehended ſo vaſt a variety of 
objects ? Time ought to be allowed them to conſult their 
conſtituents upon the ſubject, and what delay was aſked ? 
only an additional week; fo that if his noble friend's Amend - 


ment were adopted, the Houſe would then, in ſeventeen days 


only, from the firſt day of notice, proceed to deliberate a mea- 


ſure of the higheſt national importance. The Iriſh Propoſi- 


tions they had been luckily freed from by the ſpirit and virtue 
of the Parliament of Ireland, rouſed by that inſertion which 
had been made in the Propoſitions by the Parliament of Great- 
Britain. Let the Houſe recolle&, they had not a chance of a 
ſimilar eſcape in the inſtance of the French Treaty. They 
muſt agree to take the whole-of the Treaty, or none. That 
was the expreſs condition of it, contrary to What had been 
uſual on other occaſions, and they might be aſſured the French 


would not violate its conditions. He had, he ſaid, been held 


out as a perſon not very prone to compliment France in his ex- 
preflions. Liberally he ever wiſhed: to. ſpeak of her; but 
whatever might have been ſaid of French faith, he could not 
bring himſelf to ſuch an opinion of it, or to think ſo ill of 
French perfidy as to be led to believe that France would' ſend 
back the Treaty, after it ſhould be ſanRioned by the Britiſh 
Parliament, or that ſhe would not perform her part fully and 
completely. Before the Houſe agreed to it, therefore, it 
ought to be well aware of the effect it would have on our con- 


nexions with other powers, He had no ſeruple to ſay, that 


what lay chiefly on his mind, was our connexion with Portu« 
gal, wmv was, in his view of it, of the utmoſt importance, 
& 2 5 and 
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and required the moſt attentive conſideration. 'There was an 
alternative to be looked to in the cafe of Portugal, either fide 
of which was material. - Was the Methuen Treaty to be done 
away by the French Treaty, and all the adyantages derived to 
this country under the Methuen Treaty, to be loſt ; or were 
we to lower the wines of Portugal one third, and thereby ſa- 
crifice and give up 150,0001. of our annual revenue? This 


alternative Mr. Fox dwelt on for ſome time with great energy, 


and ſaid, the Houſe. ought either to know the ſtate of the 
pending negociation, or the probable condition of this country, 
ſuppoſing the negociation with the Court of Liſbon to be at 
an end. In either point of view, the Treaty preſented itſelf 
to conſideration very differently. Another matter that made 
farther time neceſſary, was the circumſtance of the Conven- 
tion. preſented ſo lately. Upon looking into that Convention, 
it appeared to contain ſtipulations different from what the 
Treaty contained. In the latter, three diſtinct Articles of 
manufacture were mentioned altogether without the ſmalleſt 
diſcrimination, although the Convention provided for each 
ſeparately, as their ſeparate nature and properties required, 
In fact, the Convention and the Treaty appeared to be no 
more alike than the Propoſitions we ultimately ſent over to 
Ireland, were like thoſe that were originally ſent to England 
by Mr. Orde, Having gone over theſe various grounds of 
argument in fupport of the Amendment very fully, and put 
them into various different points of view, Mr Fox drew his 


ſpeech towards a conclufion, declaring that if by meaning 
Monday ſe'nnight, the Right Hon. Gentleman only meant to 


begin the buſineſs, by reading papers, ſtating accounts, exa- 
mining witneſſes, or entering upon any other preliminary 
matter, he would not in that caſe object to the day, as he 


Wiſhed the main debate, and the coming to a deciſive vote on 
the Treaty to be delayed, and nothing elſe. 
Sr R. Hu. As ſoon as Mr. Fox fat down, Sir Richard Hill roſe and 


faid, though he happened to riſe on the ſame fide of the 
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Houſe, on which the Right Hon. Gentleman, who had juſt 

done ſpeaking ſat, he by no means meant to ſupport his ſide of 

the queſtion, Sir Richard then ſaid, that the Hon. Gentle- 
man's argument againſt diſpatch reminded him of that Right = 
Hon. Gentleman's conduct reſpecting a meaſure of his own | 
when in office, viz. the India Bill of 1784, on which-occaſion | * 


he would not give the Houſe time to have a Call take place, 
before he forced them to decide upon its principle. Sir 
Richard recapitulated the particular circumſtances of the 
tranſaction, and declared, that when that Bill was thrown 
out by the Houſe of Lords,. the people joined in 'praifes and 
thankſgivings at their deliverance from a Bill that aimed at 
ſetting up an unconſtitutional power, and. wantonly — 
the chartered rights of the Eaſt-India Company. 
Mr. Fox roſe to explain, and declared, that the facts al- Mr. Fox. 
ledged were not correctly ſtated. He then proceeded to men- i 
tion the order in which the Houſe had diſcuſſed the India Bill 
of 1784, but upon the other ſide of the Houſe manifeſting 
ſome doubts of his correctneſs, he ſaid, tne moſt authentic 
reference would be to the journals, which he called for. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he had thought itMr. w. pite. 

- peculiarly his duty to pay the cloſeſt attention to the argu- 
ments of the Right Hon. Gentleman on the preſent occaſion. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman was always entitled to very ſeri- 
ous attention, but on the preſent occaſion, when he was en- 
deavouring to poſtpone the diſcuſſion of the moſt important 
queſtion that could poſſibly come under the conſideration of 
the Houſe, and which, in its very nature, required every 
degree of diſpatch that could be given to it with ſafety and de- 
corum, as it was one, in which the greateſt intereſts of this 
country were involved, whether conſidered in a commercial or 
a political point of view, whether affecting the individual or 
the public ; when his object was ſuch, it was more than ever 
incumbent on him to uſe the moſt conſummate care to com- 
prehend the drift and tendency of his arguments. It was be- 
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and required the moſt attentive conſideration. 'There was an 
alternative to be looked to in the caſe of Portugal, either fide 
of which was material. Was the Methuen Treaty to be done 
away by the French Treaty, and all the advantages derived to 
this country under the Methuen Treaty, to be loſt ; or were 
we to lower the wines of Portugal one third, and thereby ſa- 
crifice and give up 1 5, oool. of our annual revenue? This 
alternative Mr. Fox dwelt on for ſome time with great energy, 
and ſaid, the Houſe ought either to know the ſtate of the 
pending negociation, or the probable condition of this country, 
ſuppoſing the negociation with the Court of Liſbon to be at 
an end. In either point of view, the Treaty preſented itſelf 
to conſideration very differently. Another matter that made 
farther time neceſſary, was the circumſtance of the Conven- 
tion .preſented ſo lately. Upon looking into that Convention, 
it appeared to contain ſtipulations different from what the 
Treaty contained. In the latter, three diſtin Articles of 
manufacture were mentioned altogether without the ſmalleſt 
diſcrimination, although the Convention provided for each 
ſeparately, as their ſeparate nature and properties required. 
In fact, the Convention and the Treaty appeared to be no 
more alike than the Propoſitions we ultimately ſent over to 
Ireland, were like thoſe that were originally ſent to England 
by Mr. Orde, Having gone over theſe various grounds of 
argument in ſupport of the Amendment very fully; and put 
„them into various different points of view, Mr Fox drew his 
ſpeech towards a conclufion, declaring that if by meaning 
Monday ſe'nnight, the Right Hon. Gentleman only meant to 
begin the buſineſs, by reading papers, ſtating accounts, exa- 
mining witneſſes, or entering upon any other preliminary 
matter, he would not in that caſe object to the day, as he 
' Wiſhed the main debate, and the coming to a deciſive vote on 

| the Treaty to be delayed, and nothing elſe. | 
Sir R. Hu. As ſoon as Mr. Fox ſat down, Sir Richard Hill roſe and 
laid, though he happened to riſe on the ſame fide of the 
= Houſe, 
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Houſe, on which the Right Hon. Gentleman, who had juſt 
done ſpeaking ſat, he by no means meant to ſupport his fide of 
the queſtion, Sir Richard then ſaid, that the Hon. Gentle- 
man's argument againſt diſpatch reminded him of that Right 
Hon. Gentleman's conduct reſpecting a meaſure of his own 
when in office, viz. the India Bill of 1784, on which-occaſion 
he would not give the Houſe time to have a Call take place, 
before he forced them to decide upon its principle. Sir 
Richard recapitulated the- particular circumſtances of the 
tranſaction, and declared, that when that Bill was thrown 
out by the Houſe of Lords, the people joined in 'praifes and 
thankſgivings at their deliverance from a Bill that aimed at 

| ſetting up an unconſtitutional power, and wantonly deſtroyed 
the chartered rights of the Eaſt-India Company. 

Mr. Fox roſe to explain, and declared, that the facts ah Mr, Fox. 
ledged were not correctly ſtated, He then proceeded to men- | 
tion the order in which the Houſe had diſcuſſed the India Bill 
of 1784, but upon the other ſide of the Houſe manifeſting 
ſome doubts of his correctneſs, he ſaid, tne moſt authentic 
reference would be to the journals, which he called for. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he had thought it Mr. w. Pitt. 
- peculiarly his duty to pay the cloſeſt attention to the argu- 
ments of the Right Hon. Gentleman on the preſent occaſion. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman was always entitled to very ſeri- 
ous attention, but on the preſent occaſion, when he was en- 
deavouring to poſtpone the diſcuſſion of the moſt important 
queſtion that could polkbly come under the conſideration of . 
the Houſe, and which, in its very nature, required every 
degree of diſpatch that could be given to it with ſafety and de- 
corum, as it was one, in which the greateſt intereſts of this Hy 
country were involved, whether conſidered in a commercial or 

a political point of view, whether affecting the individual or 
the public; when his object was ſuch, it was more than ever 
incumbent on him to uſe the moſt conſummate care to com- 
prehend the drift and tendency of his arguments. It was be- 
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Maes 4 matter of curious obſervation to mark the motives 
twat could induce the Right Hon. Gentleman, whoſe general 
charadteriſtic had not hitherto. appeared to be delay or procraſ- 
tination, to wiſh to impede the diſcuſſion of ſuch a ſubject as 
the preſent, and he had naturally expected to have found fo 
very-extraordinary a propoſal ſuppoted with his uſual ingenuity, 
An Hon. Friend of his, had, however, fuggeſted à much 
more alarming motive for delaying the diſcuſſion than the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had been able to diſcover; and was info- 
much, not only on the ſame ſide of the Houſe, but alſo on the 
fame ſide of the queſtion with the Right Hon. Gentleman, as 

far as the queſtion related merely to delay. This motive was 
the precedent he had ſtated. from the practice of the Right 
Hon. Gentlemen himſelf; for could any parallel be proved 
between the preſent, meaſure and that which his Hon. Friend 
alluded to that raſh and inconſiderate meaſure by which the 
conſtitution of this country had been in ſuch ĩimminent danger 
of being completely overturned and ruined. Could the ſmalleſt 
affinity be made out between the Commercial Treaty with 
France and the Right Hon. Gentleman's well-known India 
Bill, he ſhould ſhudder, at the thought of bringing the conſi- 
deration of the French Treaty forward at all, and would moſt 
readily acquieſce in every proſpect of delay and heſitation that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould make, in every propoſal of 
deliberation and caution that he had himſelf in the former in- 
ſtance fruitleſsly ſuggeſted. On a queſtion ſo much at vari- 
ance with the principles by which the Right Hon, Gentleman's 
own practice had been governed, it was naturally to be ex- 
pected that he would have exerted all his ingenuity, to avoid: 
the appearance of that inconſiſtency with which, in his poli- 
tical meaſutes, as well as in his political connexions, the publie 
opinion had long ſince charged him. But the Right Hon, 
Gentleman's arguments, however Jogical and pointed they 
might be, were yet by no means methodieal and regular, He 
* therefore endeavour to arrange them in ſome ſort of 
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order, und give them ſeverally and diſtinctiy ſuck anfwers 46 
he was able. The firſt argument uſed by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, in favour of the call of the Houſe, was thut fuch 
2 meaſure was of courſe, and obyiouſly right aud proper, when 
a ſubject of ſuch conſequence as that now under conſideration. 
was to be diſcuſſat, To this he ſhould anſwer, that certhinly 
a full attendance was extremely deſirable on ſuch an 6ccaſion'; 
but ſurely no man would pretend to ſay, that a eall of the 
Houſe at the preſent day would give any better promiſe of a 
full attendance than what might prima facie be collected ffoin 
the appearance of the Houſe at that monment, or even if the 
Houſe were not full, might naturally have been expected from 
the magnitude of the ſubject itſelf, or the length of time that 
had intervened between the day in which it was firſt made 
public, and that in which it would come to be propoſed for 
difcufion': theſe circumſtances would in tiemfelves be' ſuffi 
cient” to infure a crowded Houſe, as was evident, from the 
mumbers chen aQually preſent ; whereas it was on Gccaffons, 
where any buſineſs of magnitude ſuddenly and 
came forward, or where the importance of ſuch buſineſs was 
not of a nature likely to impreſs itfelf on the minds of people; 
that a call was generaly reforted to in the one inftance, to 
inform, and in the other, to rouſe the attention of the Mem- 
bers. The next argument the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
uſed for à call, was, that the preſent ſubject being evidently 
intitled to a full attendance, there had not been ſufficient no- 
tice given of the time propoſed for the difcuffion to expect 
that full attendance if not enforced by a call. In anſwer to 
this, he obſerved, that the Treaty with France had been made 
public above four months previous to the meeting of Parlia- 
ment—that the attention of the kingdom had been very much 
drawn to it, as it was, indeed, of a nature that muſt naturally 
intereſt the minds of men ini its event, and that its very mag- 
nitude was ſuch as entirely to ſuperſede the necelfity of a calf 
en a5 to the want of proper notice having been given of 
#4 the 
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the intention of bringing it on at this period, he ſhould ſtate 
2a few circumſtances to the Houſe to ſhew, that no conſidera- 
tion hatſoever was due to that argument. In the firſt place, 
the Treaty with France was in itſelf of ſuch a nature as ne- 
ceflarily demanded a very ſpeedy concluſion, nor could it with 
ſafety or propriety be ſuffered to remain long in ſuſpence, ..In 
the next plage, it was the ſubject which his Majeſty in his 


Sperch had given the preference to, recommending it firſt and 


moſt pointedly to the attention ang care of Parliament. But, 
if thoſe two, circumſtances were not in themſelves ſufficient to 
have; taught Gentlemen to expect that the buſineſs would be 


| Jpeedily brought forward, he ſhould mention a few facts that 


every Gentleman muſt. have in his recollection, by, which it 
would eyidently appear, that the motion he had made, was by 
no means a ſurpriſe, but that full and ſufficient notice had been 
given of his intention to propoſe an early day for its diſcuſſion ; 
and that, of courſe, the motion now made for à call of the 


Houſe, could be nothing elſe but an expedient for delaying 


the conſideration pf the Treaty, and by. no means an attempt 
$0. procure. that Treaty the advantage of being diſcuſſed in a 
fuller Houſe than what might from all cicumſtances in the 
ordinary courſe be fairly expected. He then went into a ſhort 
recapitulation of all that had paſſed concerning the Treaty in 
that Houſe ſince the Meeting of Parliament, pointing out that 
it had been his conſtant practice, whenever it was mentioned, 
to ſpeak of it as a thing neceſſary to be taken up immediately, 
nor ſuffer it to hang a moment longer in doubt than could be 
avoided, He reminded the Houſe, that the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man (Mr. Burke) had on the firſt day of the Seſſions given notice, 
that be ſhould on Thurſday, in the ſecdnd week of the Seſſions, 
move tg enter upon the conſideration. of a ſubje& (the Impeach- 
ment of Mr, Haſtings) which he had declared to be of equal 
conſequence with the French Treaty ; and which, he believed, 
though not quite ſa novel as the other Right Hon. Gentleman 
hed * that the. Treaty was, was yet in another point 
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of view much more deſerving of a call, ſuppoſing it to be of 


equal magnitude, inaſmuch as it was not in itſelf ſo likely to 


attract the voluntary attendance of the Members. That another 


Hon. Gentleman who was expected to open the charge on that 
day (Mr. Sheridan) had on the F riday following come down 
to the Houſe, and had deſired leave to change the day appointed 
by his Right Hon. Friend, from the Thurſday in the ſecond 


week to the Monday in the third, (the preſent day) aſſigning as 


his reaſon, that he had informed ſeveral Gentlemen in the 


country that the buſineſs would not come on until that day z 


and the Hon. Gentleman had, at the ſame time, to clear him- 
ſelf and his friends from any imputation of a deſire to delay or 
procraſtinate (though at preſent it appeared they were not ſo 
anxious to avoid a ſimilar imputation) given notice that his 


Hon. Friend (Mr. Burke) was ready on the Thurſday in the 


ſame week, to. move another of the charges againſt Mr. 
Haſtings ;—that he had himſelf then got up, and informed the 
Hon, Gentleman that he could not conſent to his monopolizing 
two days in the third week of the ſeſſion, as he purpoſed to take 
ſome day in that week for the conſideration of the French 
Treaty. This was, he ſaid, ten days ago; and yet, at that 
time, no Gentleman had thought of moving for a Call of the 


Houſe. He had again, on Thurſday laſt, given notice, that 


he would on the day following, fix a day for the preſent motion 
for going into the conſideration of the Treaty on Monday next, 
which was a ſtill later day than that which he had firſt men- 
tioned. Yet, it unfortunately happened, that one of thoſe no- 
tices had unaccountably miſled its way to the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Fox) though expreſsly addreſſed to an Hon. 
Gentleman, not very likely to conceal the communication 
from him, and the other, though delivered in his own preſence, 
he had as unaccountably forgot ; for on Friday laſt, when he 
had poſitively f fixed on the preſent Monday, as the day on which 
he propoſed to make his motion, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
pad declared l perfectly i ignorant of any prior information 

having 
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having ever been conveyed to him en the fubjet, At neither 
of thoſe two ſormer notiees, that ow the Friday of the firſt, 
nor ef the Thurſday of the ſecond week, had any of the gen- 
tlemen on the other fide-thought of moving for a call, although 


the Houſe was at that time much more thinly attended than it 


had been ſinee; but on the very next day (laſt Friday) when 
be again more particularly gave notice of the day he intended 
to have moved for (although that day was ſtill more diſtant 
than any he had yet mentioned; namely, the Monday in the 
Fourth week of the ſeffion) there happening to be a much fuller 
- Houſe than any that had met ſince the opening of the ſeſſion; 
the circumſtance operated ſo forcibly on the mind of the noble 
Lord, that though in thin Houſes he had never thought of, in 
that full Houſe he immediately ſuggeſted the neceſſity of à call. 
But yet, even then he did not move it, contenting himſelf with 
barely mentioning it, as à thing that might be'defirable. On 
the preſent day, however, the Houſe being as full as it would 
probably be during the whole ſeffions, the noble Lord had 
brought himſelf to do what never occurred to him in thin 
Houſes, and what he barely hinted at in a'moderate one, Viz; 
move for a Call. On the whole, whether ſuch a meaſure were 
neceffary or not, it was certain that the conduct of thoſe who 
attempted to bring it about was not ſuch as to give any weight 
to the propefal ;but for his part, he ſhould be perfectly in- 
different about it, were it not for the delay it muſt neceſſarily 
occafion, and his conviction that a Call of the Houſe would not 
be a means of bringing a ſingle Member more to it than what 
already attended. The Call had alſo been enforced under the 
idea of giving gentlemen an opportunity of conſulting their 
conſtituents on the ſubje of the Treaty, before they ſhould 
come to any deciſive vote upon it. As to this, he hoped, that 


no gentleman, knowing as they all muſt, that ſuch a queſtion 


muſt come forward during the ſeſſions; and being, as every 


gentleman appeared to be, fully apprized of its conſequence, 


mays - a as Maa before them under ſuch circum- 
| ſtances, 
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ſtances, he hoped, the gentlemen had not come up to Parlia- 
ment without having performed that very neceſſary part of their 
duty. the making themſelves acquainted with the ſentimants 
of their conſtituents on a ſubject in which their intereſts were. 
ſo materially concerned. And he called upon all thaſe gentle - 
men who repreſented thoſe parts of the kingdom which flouriſh" 
ed moſt in manufaRures and commerce, to declare what were 
the opinions of their, conſtituents on the ſubject,” and what was 
the ſtate of expeQation and general intereſt, which had been 


excited in thoſe parts by the proſpect of the completion of the 
French Treaty. He would even, on-this-occaſion, appeal to 


a Right Hon. Gentleman, to whom, he. ſhould not in general 
wiſh to refer a queſtion in which he ſelt himſelf deeply involved, 
he would even appeal to the Member for Norwich (Mr. 
Wyndham) whether he bad the authority of his conſtituents: to 
delay ar reſtrain the execution of the Treaty. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had made another effort in ſupport of the delay 
which. was the object of the noble Lord's amendment. The 
late Convention entered into between his Majeſty and the King 
of France, ſubſequent to the coneluſion of the Treaty, had, he 
faid, given him a ground for this part of his conduct. This 
Convention having been concluded, for the purpoſe of arranging 
the detail of the general principles eſtabliſhed by the Treaty, 
the Right Hon, Gentleman had argued that time ought to be 


of that detail, before they were called upon to form a. concluſion. 


as to the principle. He would take upon him to” ſay, that no 


gentleman who had read the Convention (and every gentleman 
had ſurely had full time to read and conſider it fince it had been 
delivered) would venture to aſſert, that there was a; ſingle 
article contained in it, that could or ought to have any effect 


the Treaty. 
Tbe third argument of the Right 13 he ſaid, 
had a reference to the pending Treaty with Portugal; and the 
Right 


an the judgment of the Houſe eee he | 
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Right Hon. Gentleman had contended, that if they were to 
be in e fate of ignorance” as to the event of that Treaty, it 


firmition of the French Treaty; whereas if we were to have 
an'acceunt of the fate of that negociation, then they would ſo 
far be enubled' to go to the conſideration of the Treaty then 
before che Houſe. If there was any ſtrenigth in this argument 
of thb Right Hon. Gentleman, he was willing, he ſaid, to 


allow him the benefit of it in its fulleſt extent; and he would 


freely: acknowledge, not only that the Treaty with Portugal 
was not yet concluded; but that there was no proſpect of its 


being concluded previous to the day propoſed” for the French 


diſeumon. Therefore; if the argument could at all tend to 
ſupport the requiſition for delay made by the Hon. Gentleman 
oppoſite,; they had the full benefit of it, and he was willing to 
make them a preſent of that conceſſion. At the ſame time, the 
conceſſton, he believed; would turn out to be of no great uſe 


to them, when it ſhould be found how the argument would 


apply. The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated, that in point 
of revenue, we were likely to become loſers by the reduction of 
the duties on the Portugueſe wines, which, if the proviſions of 
the Methuen Trehty were to be maintained, muſt after the 
execution of the French Treaty be reduced by one third of their 
preſent amount, and had aſked whether the inereaſed importa- 
tion of French wines would be likely to compenſate for that 


defaleation; to this he would anſwer, that whether in the 


article of wines or not, he was prepared to contend, when the 
Treaty with. France came fairly under diſcuſſion, that even 
ſuppoſing the duties on Portugal wines to be lowered, agreeable 


. to the ſtipulations contained in our preſent ſubſeribing Treaties 


with Portugal, (which, as matters at preſent ſtood, was by no 
means certain) that even then, whatever falling off the revenue 
might ſuſtain in that article, ſtill it would be moſt amply 
obunterbalanced by the various channels of commerce which 
one —_ would neceſſarily then create or improve. 


Thus, | 


would be highly impolitie and improper to proceed to a con- 


, KL Lo” nz kh AE £& 4 LA ww 11 5 - U , — 
. . 


A.18j) "DEBATES 
Thus, he ſaid, he had gone through the whole of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman's arguments as ſyſtematically as the vague 


and incoherent manner in which they were delivered would 


permit him. In anſwer to his firſt argument, that a full at- 
tendance was neceſſary on ſo very important an occaſion, he 
had ſhewn, that a Call was unneceſſary to [procure; ſuch at- 
tendance. To the ſecond, that a further delay was neceſſary ; 
he had anſwered by proving, that there had been already ſuf- 
ficient time to deliberate, and ſufficient notice, for preparation. 
And, as to the argument drawn from the pending ſtate of the 
Treaty with Portugal, he had fairly ſtated how that negociation 
reſted; and had pledged himſelf to meet the Right Hon. Gentle- 


man on that ground, and on the principles he had laid down 


concerning it. Thoſe three were the only heads of argument 
uſed by the Right Hon, Gentleman, that could, in any degree, 


or with any colour, apply to the point in debate; and he ſhould 


ſatisfied at the refutation he had given them, were it_not for 
__ additions and embelliſhments with which the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had interſperſed his ſpeech, partly in the ſhape 
of rebukes, and partly of admonitions to him ;—to them he 
muſt give ſome anſwer. The Right Hon. Gentleman had re- 
fleted on him for his precipitation and raſhneſs in puſhing 


forward his meaſures without due deliberation ;/ and had ad- 


moniſhed him, no doubt, with great ſincerity and benevolence, 


to avoid bringing this matter to ſo ſpeedy determination- for 


fear of conſequences, which, though he had ſufficient” vigour 


of imagination to foreſee, he yet had not diſcrimination or ac- 
curacy enough to enumerate and deſcribe. But what did the 


Right Hon. Gentleman mean to conſider as precipitation. and 
raſhneſs ? Did he hold it to be precipitate and raſh- to proceed, 


after more than four months public notoriety, to debate and 
determine on a meaſure, by which the attention of the whole 
nation was engaged, and in which the wiſhes and the intereſts 
of - thoſe concerned were moſt materially involved? Did he 


call this precipitation and raſhneſs? He remembered the time 
1 when 
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when the Right Hon: Gentleman did not judge in the ſame 
way in which it would now appear he did. When he had the 
misfortune” of fitting” on the ſeat now occupied by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, he had, he ſaid, an opportunity of making 
his obſervations on his diſpoſition, and the principles by which 
he was governed on queſtions that required the moſt con- 
ſummate deliberation. He remembered the Right Hon. Gen- 
deman”to have introduced on the third day of the ſeſſions, à 
meaſure; which, from its novelty, (a great cauſe of cenſure at 
preſent with the Right Hon. Gentleman) from its magnitude, 
from its obvious effects, and from the terror and alarm with 
which it filled every thinking mind in the kingdom, ſeemed 
eminently entitled to a moſt deliberate diſcuſſion, and a moſt 
minute inveſtigation a meaſure which, as if conſcious of its 
own malignity, had crept under darkneſs, had ſhrunk even 
from à whiſper, and until that day had never been heard of in 
public. And yet to this meaſure the Right Hon. Gentleman 
in the plenitude of his power and the ardour of his mind re- 
Fuſed to allow that delay, which, even on the moſt trivial and 
ordinary occaſions the forms of the Houſe had rendered neceſ- 
ry A- meaſure which viohted every principle of the con- 
itution, overturning the eſtabliſhed maxims of Government, 


unhinging the ſunctions of the executive authority, ſetting up a 


new and moſt deſtructive power in the ſtate, and trampling 
without any concern or reflection on the private property of 
individuals! A meaſure, in ſhort, which had ſtigmatized its 
abettors with univerſal odium, and would hand them down to 
poſterity as objects of everlaſting reproach ! Such was the 
- meaſure, which, without examination, without even a pauſe 
or almoſt a day's conſideration, had been crammed down the 
throats of that Houſe by the Right Hon. Gentleman. At that 
time he endeavoured by argument, by perſuaſion, by entreaty 
and deprecation, to reſtrain the Right Hon. Gentleman from 
the ungovernable raſhneſs by which he ſeemed actuated, but it 
bad no effect. Here he ſtated the different periods of the ſeveral 


ſtages 
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ſtages of Mr. Fox's Eaſt. India Bill in its progreſs through the 
Houſe, and his own attempts to repreſs the rapidity with which 
it was preſſed forward. Shortly after, he ſaid, he had changed 
his feat in that Houſe, but he had brought with him his prin- 
ciples. But the Right Hon. Gentleman had appeared to have 
moſt ftrangely altered his principles, and was ready, in his 
preſent ſituation, to give, on all occaſions, even where the 
ſpirit of it could not apply, that advice which, in caſes of the 
moſt obvious neceſſity, he had himſelf haughtily and ſupercili- 
ouſly rejected. For his own part, neither had the Right Hon. 
Gentleman's arguments been able to convince him, his rebukes 


_ to intimidate, or his admonitions to alarm him; but he ſhould, 


with the conſent of the Houſe, go into the conſideration of the 
Treaty on Monday next, with a mind free from anxiety, and 
perfectly conſcious that no reaſonable time for deliberation had 
been refuſed, no neceſſary information had been withheld, and 
no precaution had been overlooked that could tend to make the 
Treaty in the moſt eminent degree falutary and permanent. 


Mr. Martin, after apologizing for riſing, declared, that fo Mr. Mat- 


far from being of opinion that a Call of the Houſe was neceſſary,” 
he ſhould have very little confidence in thoſe members who 
would not attend their duty in that Houſe, when a meaſure of 
ſo much importance was to come under conſideration, without 
the enforcement of a Call. Mr. Martin proceeded to notice 
the Treaty, which, he ſaid, he was inclined to approve coming 
to the deliberation of next Monday ; and that although he did 
not mean to preclude himſelf from giving any opinion that 
might ſuggeſt itſelf to him in the courſe of the ſubſequent diſ- 
cuſſion of it, he was ready to acknowledge, that he faw no 
manner of objection to breaking through ancient prejudices, 
and entering into a commercial connexion with a liberal, civi- 
lized, and powerful neighbouring nation, with a view to pro- 


mote a laſting harmony between the two countries, and render 


a war leſs probable ; on the contrary, he thought ſuch a meaſure 
ſo grounded a laudable act of government, 
6 Mr, 


0 
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Mr. Francia. Mr. Francis deſired to have it underſtood in what light the 


Methuen Treaty was to be affected by the Commercial Treaty 
with France, and contended, that the true ſtate of that matter 


Was extremely material to be known. Were they to collect 


from the Right Hon. Gentleman, that the French Treaty was 


to be diſcuſſed and decided upon, without conſidering the Me- 


thuen Treaty as done away, or as if it were no longer to exiſt ? 
Another point had fallen from the Right Honourable Gentle 
man, which Mr. Francis wiſhed to ſay a word or two upon, 


was the India Bill of his Right Honourable Friend. He had 
| Not been in parliament when that bill had been brought i in, but 


he pretty well knew what paſſed upon it. That bill had been 


'complained of as an open and avowed ftretch of power, juſti- 
fied by thoſe who framed it by the neceſſity of the caſe, What 
was the bill of the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him? 
An infidious trick upon the Company, who now complained 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman had flolen that, which his Right 


Hon. Friend profeſſed to take in the face of day. Mr, Francis 
added, that he hoped every Eaſt-India proprietor would, on the 


\ Wedneſday following, ſhew his ſenſe of the bill by bis attend- 


ance and vote. 


Mr. Wilbraham ſaid, the ſtrongeſt argument in favour. of the 
amendment, had fallen from the Right Honourable the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in the courſe of his ſpeech, who had 
declared the Methuen Treaty was done away by the French 
Treaty. Mr. Wilbraham aſked, if the Portugueſe would not 
have a right to put an immediate ſtop to the importation of our 
woollen manufactures with Portugal, as ſoon as the French 
Treaty received the ſanction of Parliament? He faid, he la- 


mented it, as a fatal blow to our commerce, He obſerved, that 
our manufacturers felt joy and triumph, when they heard that 


their manufactures would have a vent in France ; but ſurely 
that joy and triumph would be converted into lamentation and 
ſorrow, when they heard that the exportation of their goods to 
Portugal was ſtopped. He ſtated the great advantages of that 

/ - trade 
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trade in various points of view, and particularly in reſpect 1 

the navigation and the nurſery for our ſeamen that it afforde. 

a great number of our veſſels being employed in it, and Work 

5000 ſeamen.” Mr. Wilbraham added other arguments to prove, x 

that the loſs"of our ks with TWIN was of mot ſerious. 


importante. 6 a 
- Mr! Burke began with ade that the F with rale Mr, Burkes 
was not' to be regarded as a ſimple Commercial Treaty; 3 that 
it was not unrelative to other and higher conſiderations ; that 
it bore ſtrongly upon the political intereſts of the country, and 
muſt neceſſarily affect them deeply. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, he ſaid, with that narrowneſs that led men of da 
minds to look at great objects in a confined point of view, te- 
garded the Treaty, and'wiſhed it to be regarded, as 4 mere 
commereial confidetation; Such men, when in powet, conꝰ 
verted large” cities into ſmall villages ; while thoſe of a à more | 
woble and more liberal way of thinking acted on a greater ſeale, 
and changed ſmall villages into great cities. The Right” Hon. 
Gentleman had that day talked of the Treaty as the affair of - 
two little countinghouſes, and not of two great countries. He 
ſeemed to think it it was" the ſign of Fleur de Lis and the ſign 
of the Red Lion contending with each other, which houſe ſhould” 
obtain the beſt cuſtom, Such paltry 'Eonfiderations were below 
his notice; but it was a ſerious thing to hear that Portugal was 
not to be held in view in the diſcuſſion of the Treaty: that was 
a new and an alarming circumſtance, and ought to be generally 
underftood by the people, before their repreſentatives” gave a” 
deciſive vote on the Treaty. The Right Hon. Gentleman 
had ridiculed the idea of conſulting their conſtituents. ke | 
begged to aſk, had the manufacturers, of whoſe acquieſcence | 
the Right Hon. Gentleman ſeemed fo ſure, been told that tbe 
trade to Portugal was to be the price of the trade to France? 
Where were they apprized of this? In what Hall was the meet- 
ng held? In regard to a mere commercial view of the Treaty 
with a he ſajd, his n was pretty much 
the 
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the ſame with that of the manufacturers, as to the immediate 
effect of the Treaty. But he ſhould never think of conſulting 
them as ta the policy of the meaſure, and its probable political 
effect on our ancient connexions, We were about to truckle 
and to- join ourſelves with that power, againſt which nature 
deſigned us a balance. From obſervations of this kind, Mr, 


Burke proceeded to retort on Mr. Pitt for his ſeverity of ani- 


madyerſion on Mr. Fox. When animadverhon was accom- 

panied with wit, he ſaid, the ſatire was ſoftened though ſevere; 
but when, groſs, miſerable, and ſtupid abuſe made up the whole 
of what was urged by way of admonition, the effect was loſt, 
apd t the ſhaft reeoiled on the perſon who threw it. The Right 
Hop. Gentleman had. declared he had the misfortune to fit a 
ſhort time where his Right Hon. Friend. then fat.. He had 
ſpoken feelingly, no doubt; the ſituation on that fide of the 
Houſe was irkſome to an aſpiring young man, alyays ill at caſe, 
but when in the poſſeſſion. of power and profit. It was wonder- 
ful that that Right Hon. Gentleman, mounted on high, and en- 
Jaying the fayour of Heaven, would condeſcend to look down 


on ſuch low creatures as they were. Mr. Burke advanced a 


variety of ſimilies upon the contraſt between the two ſides of 
the Houſe, who were, he ſaid, in ſight indeed of ench other, 
but there was a dreadful gulf between. He talked of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman as having mounted the ſtage, on which he 
exhibited; with his merrymen about him, by means of a little 
ladder. contrived for the purpoſe by a ſtate carpenter, and placed 
behind, by which he could [ſecretly climb aloft, He ſpoke of 
the miniſterial coalition with great ſeverity, and handled the 
individuals roughly; he ſaid they were the odds and ends, the 
ſcraps ftglen from a great merchant's warehouſe, to furniſh out 
a pedlar's box. They had proved themſelves to be. faves, by 
turning fugitives. and running away. He paid Lord North 
many compliments, and talked of the conſiſtency, of his con- 
duct, and the firmneſs of his reſpectable adherents ; inſtancing 
Mr. Ellis, who fat near him, and juſtifying the junction be- 
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tween Lord North's party, and that of Mr. Fox. Aſter a 

variety of Aluſtons of thin ren mers, _ and (uy = aa 

ſat down, © . 
Mr. W; — replied, and Ine with 1 that . Wi- 


berforce. 
Gentleman of ſuch abilities would ſuffer his temper to run 


away with him, and betray him into a ſort of argument that 


he could not but be ſorry that he had uſed, as ſoon as he grew 


cool, and reflected on What he had ſaid. Mr. Wilberforce 


declared he had heard the Hon. Gentleman ſpeak in his better 
days, when ſtupidity and abuſe Were not ſubſtituted for wit and ar- 


gument. With regard to the motion, he ſaid in his opinion, i r 
aſked too little or too much. A week could not be a ſufficient 


delay, if delay were neceſſary; or it muſt be too great a delay. 


In explanation of this, Mr. Wilberfolce Rated, that he hall 
underſtood that his own conſtituents were perſectly ſatisfied 
with the Treaty; and chey had informed him as much, even 
before he had made up his own mind upon it. He was, how- 


ever, then prepared to ſay, that he was ready to give his con- 


ſent to the Treaty, even if upon examination” it thould be 
found, that its effect was ultimately likely to connect this coun- 
try and France politically, © Mr. Wilberforce added oder, ar- 
| end in favour of the Treaty. is en HU en | 

Mr. Burke roſe to juſtify himſelf from che OLIN of Mc. Burkg; 
the Hon: Gentleman, and-appealed to the Hole; whether he 


ever had been the firſt to deal in perſonalities within thoſe walls, 


He reminded the Houſe, that the Night Hon. Gentleman had 
that 3 2 re man m Right: Hon, 


Friend. N 


Thbe Chanctlhr of the Exchequer roſe to ber + tio ot, Mr, Pitti 


-andfirſt with regard to what had juſt fallen from the Right Hon. 
Gentleman. He was, in the judgment of all preſent, whether 
a ſpeech more replete with abuſe, more perforial. more groſs, 
or more. outrageous; even than that Right Hon, Gentleman 
had ever delivered, and conſequently more outrageous than ever 


had been delivered by any man in that Houſe, had ever been 


G 2 heard. 
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he had ſpoken only to one point. Mr. Fox ſaid, in a former 


Mr, Pitt. | 


Mr, Fox. 
one, complaining of his friend, had been delivered with appa- 
rent calmneſs, and ſtudied ſolemnity; but with what temper 
of mind, the matter 
and ſhewed that the Right Hon. Gentleman, whatever he 
"might excite of other feelings, did not merit much compaſiion 
from that ſide of the Houſe. .. Mr, Fox deſired to know whe- 


Mir, k. Mr. Burke, in a ſhort 8 the Right 
Hon. Gentleman. for his compaſſion ; and he deemed. the obli- 


As to his contempt,. as that was what the Hon. Gentleman 
5 dealt. largely in, he would return it upon his Bangs. as 2 . 
modity of. no ſort of value. 8 


heard. The Right Hon. Gentleman's temper was gone with 
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his character, and he believed he was now rarely heard there, 
without exciting an equal mixture of diſguſt and compaſſion. | 
Mr. Fex roſe to remind the Right Hon. Gentleman, that 


part of the debate, that he had heard it reported, that the 
Miniſter ſent to negociate the Treaty with Portugal, had re- 
ceived a definitive and deciſive negative. a fortnight before he 
left the Court of Liſbon; he wiſhed. to know, therefore, whe- 
ther the negociation was not cloſed: and at an en. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe again, and Jeclared, 
that the negociation with Portugal was not cloſed, but was as 
open, and as capable of continuance as ever. | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the Right Hon, Gentleman's laſt Ch but 


and the manner of it ſpoke. abundantly, 


ther it was on this condition that we now ſtood with Portu- 
gal, viz. that the Caurt of Liſbon would not treat with us 
after the Treaty with France ſhould receive the ſanction of 


Parliament, unleſs we previouſly. reduced the duties on Portu- 
wines one third? 


gation the higher, as he had ſo very little compaſſion to ſpare. 


The Queſtion was then put, and the Hou divided... | 
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CALL or THE: HOUSE. 


As ſoon as the Houſe was reſumed, Sir Francis Baſſet roſe,$ Sir 2 


and ſaid, though a call would not now be of the ſame impor- 
tant effect as it would have produced, had the day for diſcuſ- 


ſing the Treaty with France been delayed till Monday ſe'n- 


night, yet as the diſcuſſion might run into length, and take up 
ſeveral days, it would ſerve to keep the Members in town, and 
continue a full attendance, Sir Francis concluded with mig 
a call for Monday ſe'nnight. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was glad thi al- Mr. Pitt. 


though the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him had all day 
contended that the call would be of no uſe, unleſs the day of 
debating the Treaty were poſtponed, that the argument was 
now abandoned and given up, and a call on a ſubſequent day 


to the day of diſcuſſion moved, For his part, for the reaſons 


he had already affigned, he thought a call of the Houſe alto- 


gether unneceſſary, but he was perfectly indifferent which way 
the Queſtion went. 


Sir Francis Baſſet reminded the Right 20M} Gentleman that he Sir Francis 


ſeldom afforded him an opportunity of miſtating his argu- 
ments, as he ſeldom ſpoke in the Houſe. He begged leave 
therefore to remind the Right Hon. Gentleman, that he had 
expreſsly ſaid, the call would not now prove as importantly 
beneficial as it would have done, had the amendment been car- 
ried ; but he had aſſigned his reaſons for thinking it wauld not 
prove altogether uſeleſs. 

The Queſtion was put, and negatived without a diviſion, 

At half after eight the Houſe adjourned. 


Wedneſday, February 7. 
| LoTTzRY REGULATION BIII. 

The motion being made for reading this Bill a ſecond time, 
Mr. Fox roſe to urge his objections to the legalizing inſurance 
on whole Lottery: tickets, which, he faid, he underſtood bad 
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given an alarm without doors, nd that it was likely to open a 


Accor to infinite abuſe, by inciting and keeping alive that ſpirit 


of gambling among the greater orders of people, which it was 
their duty as much as poſſible to check and prevent, He de. 
clared he did not wiſh to debate the Bill over again, or to take 
up much of the time of the Houſe ; but the more he conſi- 
dered the matter, the more he was convinced of the neceffity 
of actually prohibiting all ſorts of inſurance upon tickets. He 
muſt beſides obſerve, that paſſing ſuch a Bill as the preſent, 


juſt on the eve of the drawing of a Lottery, had a very un- 


ſeemly appearance; and gave riſe ta a good deal of ſyſpicion. 
It ought, if ſuch a Bill were neceſſary, to have been brought 
in laſt ſeflions, when it could not haye been liable to the abuſes 
that naturally aroſe upon the late period of time in which the 
preſent Bill had been brought forward. At preſent, there was 
every reaſon to imagine, that inſuring would increaſe with a 
ſhameful: rapidity if the Bill paſſed. From what he had heard 
among his conſtituents, the price of tickets had already been 


conſiderably affected by what had hitherto paſſed upon the 


Mr. Pitt. 


ſubjeA, new Lottery-offices were taking, and there was every 
ſymptom and appearance that the practice of inſurance would 
grow inofdinately : difagreeable, therefore, as it muſt be to 
him, under the circumſtances of the day, [a full gallery] he 
ſhould oppoſe the whole of the Bill, unleſs that part were given 
up that-legalized inſurance, and take the ſenſe of the Houſe 
upon the Queſtion, 

The Chancellor of the Exebeguer roſe, but not to enter into 
a debate on the Bill. He faid he would barely repeat his argu- 
ment of a former day, viz, that it was the profeſſed object of 
the Bill to put an end to that practice of inſurance of all ſorts, 


that in defiance of various Acts of Parliament, was carried on 


with the moſt undeniable notoriety. That thoſe ſpecies of in- 
ſurance were productiye of the moſt miſchievous effects to the 


Fommunity, without affording any one advantage to the pub - 


lie; _ on the 3 * allowing the inſurande on 4 
5 whole 
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whole, ticket, would produce the ſolid advantage of making 
the public gainers by the lottery, to the amount of many thou- 
ſand pounds, without producing any of the miſchievous ef- 
fects, that would follow, were general and unreſtrained inſu- 
rances permitted. With regard to the argument, that the 
bill ought to have been brought in laſt Seſſions; the fact Was, 
that a Bill, profefling for its object the ſuppreſſion of the prac- 
tice, of Lottery ticket inſurance, had been brought in faſt 
Seſfions, had paſſed that Houſe, and had been rejected in the 
Houſe of Lords; and, therefore, according to Parliamentary 
form, another Bill, of a ſimilar nature, could not be intro- 
duced in the pre celent Seffion. The preſent Bill clearly aimed 
at enforcing exiſting ſtatutes that were notoriouſly evaded ; it 
was therefore in his mind a good Bill for the public, and'for 
that reaſon, if the Honourable Gentleman object to the whole 
of the Bill, he fhould think it his duty to ſupport the Motion 
for its being read a third time. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that the public would not now gain a ſingle Mr. For. 


ſhilling by the preſent Lottery, if the Bill paſſed, for that 
they had long ſince made their bargain, and received all that 
they could gain. Another Lottery, indeed, they might gain 
ſome thoufands more by the original price of tickets, but at 
preſent they could not gain more. Mr. Fox ſaid, upon re- 
collection it was not neceſſaty for him to oppoſe the whole of 
the Bill, but at the proper moment he would move to leave 
out the elauſe that legalized the inſurance of whole tickets. 


The Chancellor of the Exthequer faid, the Hon. Gentlemen Mr.W.Pite, 


had given his argument an entire new complexion by what he 
had juſt now declared, but that he muſt perſiſt in oppoſing the 
Motion intended to be made, as he conſidered the whole of 
the Bill to be pregnant with advantage to the public, and not 
likely to produce any of the miſchievous effects which were 
aſcribeable to the 7 unqualified practice of inſuring i in 
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Mr. Alderman Townſpend reminded the Houſe; that a Bil 
had been brought i in laſt Seſſion, the object of which had been 
the ſuppreſſion of inſurance on "Lottery numbers. That Bill 


| had been ſhewn to Government, and was, in fa}, their Bill, 


though introduced and gonducted through that Houſe by 
an Hon. Gentleman and himſelf. It was, he faid, a ſevere 
but a ſound remedy for the evil; and the Hon. Gentleman 
who introduced it, was ready with: him to face all the re- 
proaches that could be raiſed upon the Bill, and [all the odium 
that clamour could throw upon it. The Bill had paſſed the 
Houſe with little debate or oppoſition,” but it was rejected by 
the Lords without a word of argument in debate ag ainſt it, 
It was a ſtrange Government, he thought, which ha not the 

wer of making one branch of the legiſlature ſupport the 
other ; - but the fact was, 2 great, lawyer bappened to be ill at 
the time the Bill was ſent to the other Houſe, and it way there | 
thrown out after a ſingle flaming Speech had beep d eliyered 
againſt it. In his mind, Government would have e wiſely, 


25 had they brought in that Bill again, "inſtead of the preſent 


Bill an let 'i it have undergone a fair diſcuſſion, and | be rejected, 
if it was to be rejected, after it had deen ; objeQed to by na- 
tional argument. The preſent Bill would not anſwer the end 
propoſed ; it would open a door to daily abuſe, and the con- 


ſequence would. be infuring i in the Lottery, would prevail to 


a greater degree than ever. The Alderman ſaid, that he 
ſhould yote for omitting the clauſe, to which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, in his mind, fo properly. ob jected, becauſe the 
idea of inſuring whole tickets leading to no miſchief was ab- 
lord; any fix or ſeven could purchaſe a ticket and inſure it 
ovef and over, as pad been ſtated the. other day.; or a perſon 
willing to. gamble, by ipforing,, « could borrow a ticket of any 
Lottery. office Keeper, ſhew it to the Inſuring-office Keeper, 


| and tell him it was his property, and then inſure it without 


the 'pollibility of any perſon being able to come at the facts of 


Never the penalty. He congluded w with declaring, that the 
| Pin 
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gain of any given number of thouſand pounds to the public, 
was go object compared with the deſtruction of the morality 
of the people; and ſaid he was exceeding glad to have had an 
opportunity of ſtating the facts that he had mentioned, and of 
explaining a matter that had not been ſufficiently underſtood. 


Mr. Fox propoſed to the other fide to defer reading the Bill Me. Fox, 


a third time, till the next day, as it would be inconvenient to 
divide then ; but the propoſition being rejected, it was moved 
by Mr. Fox to leaye out the clauſe in queſtion, and the Houſe 
divided, Ayes (for letting the clauſe ſtand 4 of = _"_ 
126. Noes 97, 6573476 


n AGAINST WARREN HasTINGs, Eſa; | 


The Houſe having reſolved. itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, Mr. St. John in the Chair. 


Mr. Dempſter ſaid, Sir Elijah Impey, finding upon 8 — 
recollection, and upon a peruſal of his papers, that the anſwerg**+ _ 


he had given to ſome of. the, queſtions put to him the other 
evening, had not been ſufficiently full and explanatory, was de- 
firous of being again called to the Bar, and afforded an op- 
portunity of ſetting his evidence to rights; but conceiving 


that it would anſwer the ſame end, and fave the time of the 


Committee, if he wrote the explanation that he wiſhed to give 
upon paper, he had done ſo, and he would read it to the 
Committee, Mr. Dempfter then read the paper, the general 
tendency of which was to. authenticate the depoſitions taken 
by Sic Elijah at Lucknow, by declaring that the tranſlator 
had been. ſworn, and had depoſed, that the tranſlations were 
authentig and correct. 
It was agreed, that the exglanation was important, and 

ak. it was to be wiſhed that it S be formally laid en 


the table. 


The Chancellor the Exchequer adviſed the calling Sunn. W. Pitt, 


Elijah Impey to the Bar, and permitting him either viva voce 
to ſtate the matter, or to deliver in the paper. The Chancellor 
ſaid, he could not imagine t that it would take up many mi- 
nutes, 
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nutes, and therefore recommended the calling Sir Elijah 
immediately if he was in the Houſe or Lobby; but that not 
being the caſe, the Committee proceeded to buſineſs, 

Mr. Sheridan began with exprefling his wiſh, that the paper 
they had juſt heard read, could have been formally placed 
upon the table; but he was not, he faid, come ſo ill prepared, 
as merely on that account, to be prevented from proceeding 
to the diſcharge of his duty; and he was free to ſay, that, in 
His opinion; the explanation of Sir Elijah Impey's evidence, 
fo far from elucidating it, and clearing it up, rendered it 
more contradictory than before. He would not, Mr. Sheridan 
ſaid, take up the time of the Committee with any general 
arguments to prove, that the ſubject of the charge, which it 
fell to his lot to bring forward, was of great moment and 
magnitude. The attention Parliament had paid to the affairs 
of India for many Seffioris paſt, the voluminous productions 


of their Committees on that fubject, the various proceedings 


in that Houſe reſpecting it, their own ſtrong and pointed 
reſolutions, the repeated recommendation of his Majeſty, and 
their repeated aſſurances of paying due regard to thoſe recom- 

mendations, as well as various acts of the Legiſlature, were 


all of them undeniable proofs of the moment and magnitude 


of the conſideration and tended to eſtabliſh this broad fact, 
that they acknowledged that the Britiſh name and character 
had been diſhonoured and rendered detefted throughout India, 
by the  malverſation and crimes of the ſervants of the Eaſt- 
India Company. That fact having been eftabliſhed beyond 
all queſtion by themſelves, and by their own acto, there needed 
no argument on his part to induce the Committee to ſee the 
importance of the ſubject about to be diſcuſſed that day, in a 
more ſtriking point of view than they had themſelyes placed it 
in. There were, he ſaid, he knew, perſons without doors, 
who affected to ridicule the idea of proſecuting Mr. Haſtings; 
and in proportion as the proſecution: became more ſerious, to 
- Paltfamint 
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Parliament might be more uſefully employed; that there "Oy 
matters of more immediate moment to engage their attention; 
that a Commercial Treaty with France had juſt been con- 
cluded, and that it was an object of a vaſt and comprehenſive 
nature, and was of itſelf ſufficient to engroſs their attention. 
To all this he would oppoſe theſe queſtions, Was Parliament 


miſpending its time, by enquiring into the oppreffions prac- 
tiſed on millions of unfortunate perſons in India, and endea- 


vouring to bring the daring delinquents, who had been guilty 
of the moſt flagrant acts of enormous tyranny and rapacious 
peculation to exemplary and condign puniſhment? Was it a 
miſafe of their functions to be diligent in attempting, by the 
moſt effectual means, to wipe off the diſgrace that ſtood affixed 
to the Britiſh name in India, and to reſcue the national charac. 
ter from laſting infamy ? Surely no man who felt for either 
the one or the other would think a buſineſs of greater moment 
or magnitude could occupy his attention, or that the Houſe 
could with too much ſteadineſs, too ardent a zeal, or too 
induſtrious a perſeverance purſue its object. Their condust 
in this reſpect laſt year had done them immortal honour, and 
proved to all the world, that, however degenerate an example 
of the conduct of Engliſhmen ſome of the Britiſh ſubjects had 
exibited in India, that the people of England collectively, 
ſpeaking and acting by their reprefentatives, . felt as men 
ſhould feel on ſuch an oceaſion; that they were anxious to do 
juſtice, by redrefling injuries, and puniſhing vary wa how- 
eyer high their rank, however elevated their ſtation, "= 
Mr. Sheridan took notice of a paper, ſigned Warren 
Haſtings,” which he had put into his hand, as he entered the 
Houſe that day, and which he conſidered as a ſecond defence, 


% 


« and a ſecond anſwer to the charge he was about to bring Wel 
, ward]; a charge replete with proof of criminality of the blackeſt 
? dye, of tyranny the moſt baſe and unprecedented, of treachery 
the moſt vile and premeditated, of corruption the moſt open . 
| nd | ſhaineleſs, of oppreſſion t the moſt ſ grinding and * ſevere, and 
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eryelty the moſt unmanly and unparalleled. But he was far 
from meaning to reſt the Charge on aſſertion, or on any warm 
expreffions that the impulſe of wounded feelings might produce. 
He would eſtabliſh every part of the Charge, by the moſt 
unanſwerable proof, and the moſt unqueſtionable evidence; 
the witneſs he would bring forth to ſupport every fact he 
would ſtate, ſhould be, for the moſt part, a witneſs that no 
man would venture to contradit—no other than Warren 
Haſtings himſelf. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he would go farther 
back into a detail of facts than his Right Hon. friend had 
done in his Charge, in order the more clearly to ſhow the 
Committee the ſituation in which the Britiſh Government of 
India ſtood with reſpe& to the Nabob of Oude and the Be- 
' gums, till the deſign of obliging the Nabob to plunder thoſe 
unfortunate Princeſſes (his mother and grandmother) of their 
treaſures, to confiſcate their jaghires, and ſeize upon their miniſ- 
| ters, throw them into a dungeon, there Joad them with chains, 
and keep them for many months cloſe priſoners, ſuffering inere- 
dible hardſhips, was firſt entertained by the Goverpor General. 

The Hon. Gentleman complimented Mr, Pitt on his vote 
on the Benares charge, and then reverted to the uniform con- 
duct of Mr. Burke, who, he ſaid, was no defamer, no envier 
of characters, but a ſucceſsful champion in the cauſe of huma : 
nity. His friend was not for remedig! acts —ſtars, ribbons, 
titles, and every regal honour ſhould bend to the ſacred ſhrine 
of juſtice, and the people of India ſhould be convinced of 
their honeſt intentions. 

Having made this clin. Mr. Sheridan ng to the 
examination of Mr. Haſtings's Defence, He had not the 
opportunity of. ſaying that his Defence againſt the particular 
Charge now before the Committee was haſty ; he had had 
ſufficient time to make it up; and the Committee ſaw he had 
thought fit to go back as far as the year 1775, for pretended 
ground of juſtification from the charge of violence and rapa- 

city. It was to be remarked, however, that in the whole of 
bis Defence, there was not one fact truly ſtated; not one 
quo- 
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quotation accurately given; nor one aſſertion which was. 
made out by the premiſes. Mr. Sheridan here read a variety 
of extracts from the Defence, where he ſtated the various 


fieps taken by Mr. Briſtow in the years 1775 and 1776, ib 


procure from the Begums aid to the Nabob. Not one of 
theſe facts, as ſtated by Mr. Haſtings, were true, He would 
not be content, like Mr. Haſtings, however, with barely 
making aſſertions, or with denying. them when made; but 
whenever he objected to a ſingle ſtatement, he would bring 
his refutation, and Mr. Haſtings ſhould be himſelf his witneſs. 
By the paſſages which he read, Mr. Haſtings wiſhed to inſi 
nuate, that a claim was ſet up in the year 1775 to the Treaſure 


of the Begums, as belonging of right to the Nabob. Me. 


Sheridan, from a variety of documents, chiefly from the 
minutes of the Council, ſtated how the queſtion truly ſtood. 
Treaſure which was the true ſource of all the cruelties, was 
the original pretence which Mr. Haſtings made to the Com- 
pany for the meaſure; and through the whale of his conduct 
he makes Mahomedaniſm an excuſe, as if he meant to inſi- 


nuate that there was ſomething in Mahomedaniſm which made 


it impious in a ſon not to plunder his mother. But to ſhew 
how the queſtion preciſely ſtood when Mr. Haſtings begun 


the attacks he had made, Mr. Sheridan read the minutes of 


General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, and Mr. Francis, who 
ſeverally ſpoke of a claim which had been made by the Nabob 
on the Bhow Begum, in the year 1775, amounting to two 
one-half lacks: the opinion contained in thoſe minutes was, 


that women were, on the death of their huſbands, entitled by 


the Mabomedan law only to the property within the Zenana 
where they lived. This opinion was decifive—Mr. Briſtow 
uſed no threats—no military execution or rigour were menaced ; 
the Begums complied with the requiſition then made, and the 
diſputed property then claimed was given up. After this, the 
further treaſure—that which was within, the Zenana, was 


confeſſedly her own—no further right was ſet up—no pre- 
tence was made of any kind to the reſidue z—nay, a Treaty 
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was ſigned by the Nabob, and ratified by the Reſident, Mr. 
" Briſtow, that on her paying thirty lacks, ſhe ſhould be freed 
from all further application, and the Company were bound by 
Mr. Briſto to guarantee this Treaty. Here then is the iſſue. 
Aſter this Treaty thus ratified, could there be an · argument as 
to the right of the treaſure of the Begums ? If the Mahomedan 
law did give a right, was mot that right concluded ? Mr. Sheti- 
| hs brought — ra to — 
— and lid bs ad eaidiced in hs er bn charges 
againſt tem, as juſtifications-of his own conduct. 
1. That they had gi&Yen diſturbance at all times ers 
ment of the Nabob, and that they had — 8 79 
hoſtile to his and to the Engliſh government. 3 
2. That they excited the Zemindars to revolt, A8 
he inſurrection at Benares, ald of the reſumption of the Jaghires, 
— 21 IN eſa * 
rr ;—and,” 
. That they excited, and were e t the infurrAion 
at Benares. 
" He fully proved what the ſentiments of the ſeveral Members 
of the Council were upon every one ef thoſe tranſuctions; 
whereby it appeared, that the Nabob had declared expreſsly, 
that the treaſures poſſeſſed by his mother and grandmother, as 
well as their jaghires, were ' poſſeſſed by them in their own 
right, and had ſolemnly engaged never to diſturb” their quiet 
poſſeſſion of either one or the other. Having clearly eſtabliſhed 
theſe eſſential points, he proceeded with a minute detail" of the 
Hiſtory of all the events and occurrences with regard to Oude, 
down to the year 1780, arguing upon each fact as it aroſe in 
the progreſs of the detail, and drawing the moſt ſelf-eviderit 
Concluſions from the circumſtances narrated, all manifeſting, 
that not the ſmalleſt trace was to be found of any opinions 
having been entertained by Mr. Haſtings, or any other Mem- 
ber of the Couneit Board, that the treaſures of the Begums 
. and that, „ 
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Mahommedan law, the Nabob was; entitled to claim them; 
and in caſe of refuſal, to reſort to violence and force, to get 
them into his poſſeſſion, as Mr. Haſtings, in his defence, 
aſſerted. The defence, he ſaid, was from the beginning to the 
end of it, a ſeries of groſs perverſions of truth, and daring miſ- 
repreſentations of facts; a matter, which, before he had done 


with it, he would make appear to the conviction of every man 


who heard him: and he begged that the friends of Mr. 
Haſtings would watch him narrowly as he proceeded, in order 
to be able to. detect him, if he aſſerted any one thing that he 
could not clearly miake out, en nnn nn 
nr teſtimony. 
ee e 
miamenble year is Judia, when it firſt entered into the head of 
Mr. Haſtings to perſuade and. compel the Nabob to ſeize upon 
the treaſures of his mother and grandmother, and to enforce the 
execution of the project at all events. He: ſtated the circum- 
ſtances of the Governor General's journey to Lucknow, and 


of his entering into a treaty with the Nibob, at Chunar; which 


treaty Mr. Haſtings was determined ſhould be broken as ſoon 
as it was ſigned. He mentioned the manner in which the 
Treaty had been made, and ſpecified the four ſeveral articles f 
which it conſiſted, reading, at the ſame time, an extract from 
the letter of Mr. Haſtings, in which he talks of the advantage 
he expects from the Treaty, by a ſingular inverſian of its arti- 
cles.” He ſhewed that Mr. Haſtings had ſaid no more than 


ne meant by this phfaſe, ſince he took eſſectual care that a 


ſingular inverſion of each article ſhould take place. The firſt 

article contained 2 general permiſſion to the Nabob, to con- 
fiſcate. and take into his on hands ſuch jaghires as he might 
find neceſſary, which Mr. Haſtings inverted ſingularly, by 


cond article ſtipulated-for the withdrawing of the Britiſh army 
ftom the province of Oude; which, Mr. Haſtings did, but in- 
verted the article ſingularly, by reſetving to himſelf a right to 
fad another army into the province when he thought proper. 
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The two other articles, the one for withdrawing the Britiſh 
Preſident at Ferrakabad, and the other ſtipulating for putting 
Fizula Cawn into the hands of the Nabob, both of which, by a 
ſingular inverſion; Mr. Haſtings rendered of no effect or avail; 
Mr. Sheridan enlatged greatly on all theſe points, and ſaid, 
115 Mr. Haſtings talked of his two great reſources and objects, in 
2. 222 Po” oe the year 1780, which was exactly like an highwayman boaſting 
1 of Bagſhot and Hounſlow, as his two great reſources; for 
juſt as much right, he contended, had Mr. Haſtings to act by 
Cheit Sing, in the manner he did, and to extort, by violence, 
the treaſures of the Begums. He eſtabliſhed each ſeparate fact, 
vn? 8 by quoting Mr. Haſtings's letters, and reading ſuch paſſages 
144 , And * juſtified the inferences he drew in the courſe of his argument. 
, In ſpeaking of Mr. Middleton's letter; in which he tells 
Ur. Haſtings, chat he had made up bir mind to execute his 
deſign, viz. of either compelling the Nabob to ſeize upon Wis 
| | mother, Bhow:Begum's treaſures, or doing it himſelf, Mr. 
141 Sheridan was extremely pointed, and ended his remarks, with 
F. emphatically faying, She Ged of Fufbice forbid, that any man 
ZF 8 Þ / in that Houſe ſhould ever make up his mind upon ſuch grounds, 
to give a verdict of guilty for the moſt 2 —— 
againſt the pooreſt wretch that ever had exiſtence ? 
The. journey of Sir Elijah Impey to Lucknow he treated 
with great ridicule. The Chief Juſtice of India, he faid, had 
been reduced to the neceſſity of takuig a journey of 900 miles 
for his health and pleaſure; and as an actual ſtate of complete 
idleneſs, was not ſuited to a man of real buſineſs, Sir Elijah 
undertook the office of Secretary and Amanuenſis to Mr. 
Haſtings, engaging- to hunt after ſtrayed evidence, and get 
together a collection of affidavits, no doubt with a view to re- 
pair his invalid machine, by the agreeable exerciſe and ideas 
ſuch an honourable avocation, and the refreſhing fight of a 
 depopulated and ruined country muſt neceſſarily give riſe to. 
After painting the ſituation of the Grotius of India, in a 
forcibly . ludicrous point of view, he animadverted on the cir-/ 
. with great and pointed ſeverity, declaring, that Sir 
f Elijah 
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aware that he had been wrong in the manner of putting the 
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Elijah was the laſt man who ought to have walattakits ft 4 
office. He was bound, he ſaid, to have maintained a line of 
conduct more conſonant with the elevation of his tank, the 
dignity of his office, and the gravity of a judge 3 whQö ought to 
feel himſelf incapable. of ſoiling his pure etmine, by condeſeend- 
ing to execute the dirty office ef a low pettyfogging attorney 
running about the country: ſerreting out affidavits, and carrying 
them in a bundle upon his ſhoulders, like a pedler with his pack. - 
Sir Elijah ſaidg that he gave his advice nqt as a Judge, but 
a8 8 friend; and in that chatacter too he took the affidavits; 
Sir Elijah took a little airing of god miles, great part of which 
be want poſt—a journey of great danger; and which, 
Mr. Haſtings ſaid, had almoſt deſtroyed his health. But the 
Chief Juſtice of Calcutta, who tos had accepted of another 
place, ſot which, to this day, he- received 8000 |, a year, had 
taken this ſmall airing for his health, and had ſcudded up and 
down India. Friendſhip made him do all this. Friendſhip 
then made him forget what was due to himſelf, what was due 
to the high oſſice in which he was placed, and what was due 
to the dignity of the power who had placed him in it. This 
Oriental Grotius, however, gave his advice. Mr. Haſtings, 


queſtion as to Cheyt Sing, here managed the matter better, 
He aſſumed one of the Duke of Richmond's data, and faid, 
« The Begums being in actual revolt, may I not confiſcate 
their property?“ and he gained à complete acquieſcenee with 
Lucknow, and take affidavits to juſtify the deed. Mr. Sheridan 
country, preſenting a ſpeaking picture of hunger and nakednefs, 
which he had done as the beſt means to ſtrengthen und repair 
his invalid imsginstion. It has been a dot ine, that acts of 
ſtate ſuperſedes law but ſutely it ought to be the invariaule 
rule of a ume ſtate to maintein the true majeſty of juſties (a © 
duty, which at another time, Mr. Haſtings had in very / 
H 
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magnificent language, ſhewn his great deſire of doing. 
Mr. Haſtings compleated the Treaty of Chunar, and he 
challenged all the Treaties that ever were made to exhibit fo 
much treachery in ſo ſmall a compaſs. He received from the 
Nabob a preſent, or rather a bribe of 1005000 I. The circum- 
ances of this preſent are as extraordinary as the thing itſelf, 
Four months afterwards, and not till then, he communicated 
the matter to the Company; and he did this in words which 


+ betray his original meaning. He ſaid, that a ſum had been 


thrown in his way of a magnitude not to be concealed, 
Mr. Sheridan ſtrongly ſtated all the circumſtances of this bribe, 
and averred that the whole had its riſe in a principle of rank 
corruption. For what was the price that he paid? By the 


Treaty he agreed to withdraw all the Engliſh gentlemen, and 
all the Engliſh army. He agreed to this at the moment of 


rebellion and revolt. Other very ſtrange articles were con- 
tained in the ſame Treaty, which nothing but the bribe could 
have occaſioned, together with the reſerve which he had in his 
own mind of treachery to the-Nabob'; for the only part of the 
Treaty which he ever attempted to carry into execution, was 
to withdraw the Engliſh gentlemen from Oude. The Nabob 
Tonſidered this as eſſential to his deliverance, and his obſerva- 
tion 'on the circumſtance was curious; for though Major 
Palmer (ſaid the Nabob) has not yet aſked any thing, I ob- 
ſerve it is the cuſtom of the Engliſn gentlemen conſtantly to 
aſk for ſomething from me before they go. This imputation 


on the Engliſh Mr. Haſtings countenanced. He made a feint 


of executing this part of the Treaty, Go, ſaid" he, to the 
Engliſh gentlemen, you are''a' ſet of raſcals, you never come 
miſed that he ſhall never ſee the face of an Engliſhman again. 
This, however, was the only part of the Treaty which he 
even attempted to fulfil; and we learn from himſelf, that at 
. He very moment he mage it; he intended to decdive the Nabob. 
That be rer e e eee n in order 
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to defeat the end and the view of the Nabob; andz: that inſtead 

of Having given inſtant and unqualified-aſſent to all che articles 
of the Treaty, he had agreed to them with dimunition and 
reſerve." Me.” Sheridan put the whole of this into 4 very 
point of view; and called upon gentlemen to ſay, ift 

Was any thing in Machiavelz any treachery upon record, 
ewas ever heard of! any cold: Italian fraud, that could in 
any degree de put in r 04 Ru with the 2 kypocri, 


oceafion;\X + 1 any 51049) era. i earn 7 * ge df 224g 2 
He dwelt for ſome time on hd Annhantes:of Cans Py I i 2. 
which Mr. Haſtings had, he ſaid; violated and broken. And, ee Keen, 
with regard to his mode of ſubmitting queſtions to Sir: Elijah 2 


Za 


Impey, vit was, he obſerved, ſingular and curious. In reſpe& 
to the affaits of Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haſtings had ſtated the 


queſtion | not in; the:abſtrat merely, but accompanied with the 
fact. To that queſtior Sir Elijah demurred, not caring.to © 


profits by his ecperience, and ſtates the queſtion, in the ab- 
ſttact, ſaying, The Begums being in rebellion, is it not 
warrantable to ſeiae their treaſures? To this, Sir Elijah an- 
ſwers aitsshz rand crplicit in the * * not 
riſking any tching g 

At length Mr., Sheridan returited to the farther paris of 

his detail, and enlarged: upon the tranſactions carried on 
againſt che Begums, at the inſtance of Warren Haſtings, till at 
length having ſtated an infinite number of facts, and reaſoned 
upon them, he burſt out into a tone of eloquent and empaſ- 


peared from an attentive obſervation of every. one of his ations 
reſpecting the charge under conſideration. ,. In his defence, 
Mr. Haſtings had made it his boaſt, that the conduct of his 
life had been” unifornily governed by the rules of hongur and 


von to be recancifed ta his whole couduR throughout the affair 
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oommit himſelf; With regard to the Begums, Mr. Haſtings Ai — 


ſioned expreſſions on the character of Mr. Haſtings, as it ap- 3 


plain dedling. :\He:aſked; how was this bold and daring aſſer- 'Y | YJ 0 
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of the Begums ? In every part of which, obliquity, fraud, 
falſchood, treachery, oppreflion, the molt glaring violation of 
juſtice; and the moſt open breach of ſolemn engagements, 
were the great and leading features, It had, he obſerved, been 
the faſhion with ſome men to cry up Mr. Haſtings as a man of 
great abilites, and as a man poſſeſſing a great mind 3 he could 
not upon the cloſeſt examination of his conduct diſcover the 
ſmalleſt ſymptoms of either a great mind, or great ability. It 
was the characteriſtic of magnanimity to aim at attaining a 

great end by great means; to ſupport truth, to protect the 

weak, to relieve the oppreſſed, to right che injured, to puniſh 

thoſe that had done wrong, and on np conſideration to coun» 

& tenance- injuſtices Were theſe the characteriſties of Mr, 
2 ; Haſtings ? directly the reverſe, Mr. Haſtings, in his conduct 
2 and in his writings, exhibited a ſyſtem made up of things un» 
= naturally conjoined. His letters and his minutes were full of 
ſtirutting meanneſs, bombaſtical prevarication, and ridicu- 
louſly violent contradictions in terms; juft as the maſs and 
magnitude of his crimes were contraſted with the littleneſs.of 
his'motives, and the low means he could condeſpend to far the 
attainment of his objects. In ſhort, he appeared to be 4 mix» 
ture of the trichter and the tyrant, at once 2. Scapin and a 
Dionyſius. It ſeemed that all his actions were directed by a 
low, underhand, crooked policy; that he could no more go 
3 ſtraight forward to his object, than a ſaake could be made to 
5 proceed without writhing in curves, or to imitate the ditect 
A and unvaried ſwiſtneſs of an arrow. Mr. Haſtings, in like 
marines, ir ks ever ace with wiſdom, it was with prend 
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. . After clofing this PIR and dei ta na 
Bode le . Nr Sheridan went into the difcutiion of the various reports 
,., that had prevailed-relative to the ſuppoſed deſtruRion! of Mr. 


A — 4 ings at Benares, and the alarm andd terror that the affair. 
2 2 7 25 Fc Cheyt Sing had created univerſally throughout the Proviace, 
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the enormities that had taken place, it was natural that the 
ſteps bf the Governor General ſhould be followed with exe- 
cration aud horror. The unfortunate inhabitants of thoſe 
provinces reminded him of a collection of poor birds, who ob- 
ſetve à ſelon kite in the air, that having made one ſtoop and 
mifſed his object, they dread his coming, as they ſee him mount 
with redoubled vigour in his wing, and approach with accu- 
mulated vengeance in his eye, prepared to pounce on his prey 
with more determined aſſurance of ſucceſs. 

He then read ſeveral extracts from the papers, ſome of them 
proving the diſapprobation of the Court of Directors at the 
proceedings againſt the Begums; and quoted paſſages from 
the minutes of Bengal Conſultations, in order to ſubſtantiate 
Mr. Haſtings's prevarication and: diflimulation at different 
times. And to prove the oppreſſion of the Princeſſes in 1775, 
which was much aggravated in 1781, he read an extract of a 
letter from the Baboo Begum, mother of the Nabob, to Mr, 
Haſtings, received at Calcutta, December 22, 1775, wherein 
ſhe fays, If it is your pleaſure that the mother of the late 


Nabob, myſelf, and his other women, and infant children, 


ſhauld be reduced to a ſtate of diſhonour and diſtreſs, we myſt 
ſubmit; but if, on the contrary, you call to mind the friend- 
ſhip of the late bleſſed Nabob, you will exert yourſelf effec- 
tually in fayour of us who are helpleſs.” And again, “ If 
you do not approve of my remaining at Fyzabad, ſend a per- 
ſon here, in your name, to remove the mother of the late Na- 
bob, myſelf, and about 2000 other women and children, that 
we may reſide with honour and reputation in ſome other place.” 
This letter, and ſeveral others, were read, to prove the con» 
trouling power of Mr, Haſtings in Oude at fo late a pe- 


riod as the before mentioned; and to prove that every circum- 


ſtance of oppreſſion and exaction practiſed on theſe Princeſſes, 
was done by the orders, conſent, and approbation of the 
Governory INE to be paramount in Oude. 

0 2 | Mr. 


10 


Joa 


4 


PARLIAMENTARY Frs. 5, 
Mr. Sheridan averred, that the Mahomedan law did nat 
authoriſe the ſeizure of the Princeſſes property; that Heveral 
jaghires were left them by the late Nabob Sujah' Doulah for 
their own maintenance and the education of their children; 
that the plunder was never authoriſed by the Board; and that 
Military executjon being uſed for the recovery of the exaftions, 
"was contrary to every principle of juſtice; and that the Nabob 
acted reluctantly in many inftances. That Mr. Briſtow acted 
under the orders of his immediate ſuperior. That when the 
whole tranſaction was cenſured,” Mr. Haſtings then threw off 
all reſponſibility, and appealed to the orders of the Board, at 
a time when he knew the authority of the Board was veſted 


in himſelf alone; there being only one other Member; and 


the Governor having the caſting voice, every act muſt become 
his own. This, ſaid Mr. Sheridan, is ſomewhat ſimiliar to 
the following caſe— If, ſome five years hence, I was to be- 
come a warm admirer of Mr. Haſting's late Adminiſtration, and 


from friendſhip, become his panegyriſt, would not ſome per- 


Fon who hears me now, remind me of my accuſations againft 
him, and aſk: me, Why this ſudden change of opinion? 1 
could only anſwer, that I thought ſo then; but fince that 
time I had changed my opinion; and that I was not anſwer- 
able now for what I then did in my official capacity. What 


muſt the world think of ſuch tergiverſation—of ſuch mean- 


-nefs? Is there any man in this Houſe that would countenance 


ſuch nefarious procedure? After a ſolemn guarantee and aſ- 
ſignment is entered into, thus to break the public faith, which 


was pledged to preſerve their property, is à tranſaction that 


Honour ſhrinks from. — The Begums were ſaid to be in the 


"habits of diſturbing the public peace; but there is no inſtance 


on record, of any ſuch attempt, until the revolution of Benates, 


and then all India ſeemed to be hoſtile to England. -I would 
here fit down, and reſt my queſtion of cenſure pn the iſſue of 
what has been produced; as it muſt be clear to every Member, 
that the Princeſſes were entitigd to our protection; and that 

eyery 
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every hoſtile attempt to wreſt their property from them, was 
unjuſt and diſgraceful. I require no other proof for this than 
Mr. Haſtings's own words, wherein he ſays, That our of- 
ficious interference made us many foes.” e 

He then proceeded to ſhew, that the Begums were 0 circum- 
ſtanced, that of all the Indian powers it was the leaſt their in 
tereſt, as well as their inclination, to enter into hoſtilities with 
the Engliſh. This he ſhewed, as well by the letters which 
paſſed between them and Mr. Middleton, as by the nature of 
the tranſactions themſelves. They had been long in habits of 
intimacy with the Engliſh. At the very moment they were 
charged with rebellion, they looked up to the e as their 
guardians and protectors. 

Undoubtedly true it avas, tat on account Wat complies 
and outrages of the Engliſh in the province of Oude, ſeveral 
tumults and inſurrections had ariſen. Hoolas Roy and other 
Zemindars were in a continual. ſtate of hoſtility 3 but theſe 
tumults had ceaſed ſeveral months previous to the propoſal of 
the Nabob to ſeize the, Begums' treaſure. Theſe diſorders were 
occaſioned partly by the rapacity of the Engliſh, and partly by 
the barbarous treatment of Cheyt Sing, which was in every 
perſon's mouth, ne 

Having gone through all the facts of the tranſactions that 
made up the charge, with wonderful accuracy, Mr. Sheridan 
turned to the affidavits exhibited and ſworn before Sir Elijah 
Impey: and though, he ſaid, he might fairly throw them aſide, 
and put them out of the queſtion, on account of the indirect 
manner in which they were obtained, and the ſtrange and 
irrelevant teſtimony they afforded, yet he would wave all ob- 
jection to them on thoſe grounds, and examine them with as 
much ſeriouſneſs as if they were correctly formal, and every way 
unexceptionable. He then read, and reaſoned upon each of 
them, with a view to expoſe their fallacy and futility; a duty 
which he diſcharged with infinite adroitneſs,, | 
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He adverted to the affidavit made by Mr. Middleton; and 
after Rating how futile and groundleſs the grounds upon which 
he had, to ſhe ſatisfaction of his conſcience, -proceeded to the 
utmoſt extremity of violence againſt the Begums, he exclaimed, 
The God of juſtice forbid, that any man in this Houſe ſhould 
make up his mind to gerte Mr. Haſtings on the ground that 
Mr, Middleton condemned the Begums ! He then reyiſed and 
animadyerted on the other affidavits, thoſe of Col. Hannay, 
Col. Gardon, Major Mac Donald, Major Williams, and others. 
Major Williams, among other rumours, ftated one that he had 
beard, that 530 Britiſh troops, watching oo priſoners, had heen 
ſurrounded by 6000 of the enemy, and relieved by the approach 
of nine men. Conſidering the character given by Mr. Haſtings 
to the. Britiſh army in Oude, that they manifeſted a rage for 
rapacity and peculatiqn, it was extraordinary that there were 
no inſtances of ſtouter ſwearing, Of Mr, Middleton he faid, 
that he liked not the memory. which remembered things better 
at the end of five years than at the time, unleſs there might be 
ſomething { relaxing in dhe climate of India, affeRing the 
memory 2s well as the nerves, by which the traces of actions 
were loſt; and that men muſt return to their native air of 
England, and be braced Py dug have their ee hp their 
ſine ws, reftrung. 

Mr. eee eee govern India 1 his 
own arbitrary will. He arrived at Chynar, where he was met 
by the Nabob, with an open arid: unſuſpecting heart. Here the 
moſt inſidious treaty on the one part, that was ever entered into, 


| was concerted. and concluded, no one article of it being in- 


tended for execution on the part of the Governor; wherein it 
was ftipulated, with one he calls an independent Prince, That, 
<< as great diſtreſs has ariſen to the Nabob's government from 
<< the military power and dominion aſſumed by the Jaghierdars, 
e be permitted to reſume ſuch as he may find neeeffary ; with 
a reſerye, that all ſuch, for the amount of whoſe jaghires 
FE the Company are guarantees ſhall, en 
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66 of their lands, be paid the amount of their net collections, 
t through the Reſident, in ready money. And that no Engliſh 
$ Reſident be appointed to Furruckabad.” 

This was ſolemnly covenanted, in direct infraQtion of u fn. 
fiſting guarantee for the protection of the Begums' jaghires. 
And how was this cloked? Why, by affidavits taken extra- 
judicially by his Majefty's Chief Juſtice in Bengal; who ſays 
very guardedly in his evidence, that ſeveral perſons depoſed, that 
a deſign was entered into, to extirpate-the Engliſh from India. 
But when ? Not till after the tranſactions at Benares, when the 
weight of the arm of power compelled that unfortunate Prince, 
Cheyt Sing, to become an unhappy wanderer, and when the 
name of Briton became deteſted throughout Hindoſtan. This 
artifice' was thin, and the veil was eaſily ſeen through; for the 
plan TATE 2 — at I 


;: Moving eee eee 
pho en the preſent ſituation of that bright luminary of the law, 
whoſe ſun he feared was ſetting; and declared, that melancholy 
as the conſideration of loſing ſuch-an- honour to the Bench un- 
doubtedly was, yet that he would not fay, the name of the 
Gentleman he had heard mentioned, as likely to be his ſucceſſor, 
ſtruck him, as by any means the name of a Gentleman improper 
to fill the high office in queſtion ; but he deſired to aſl that 
learned Gentleman, and every other of the profeſſion, whether 


upon fuch evidence as was contained in the whole of the ali. 


davits, they; or any one of them, could venture to ſay that, 
fitting as a judge, they would be legally warranted to convict 
any, the meaneſt individual, of any offence, however trivial. 
And if their anſwer was, as he was fure it muſt be, that they 
could not, becauſe the affidavits were a mere collection of 
hearſays, without a tittle of any thing like legal evidence in their 
compoſition; if then they could not be received in a court of 
la, nor be brought forward in a court of equity, was a ſpecies 
vf evidence ſufficient to juſtify a wanton act of oppreſſion, of 
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violence and groſs injuſtice committed againſt two Princeſſes, 
the one the wife, and the other the mother, of the deceaſed 
Nabob Sujah Ul Dowlah? After putting this queſtion very 
pointedly, he mentioned the affair of Captain Gordon's having 
been preſerved through the interference of one of the Begums; 
and read the grateful letter ſent to the Begum by Col. Hannay 
on that ſubject, dwelling for ſome time upon the circumſtance, 
and the letters reſpecting it, and inferring that, in that inſtance, 
the Begum ſhewed herſelf the friend of the Engliſh ; and that 
her conduct uniformly had been ſuch, as to entitle her to the 
warm gratitude and ready protection of the Britiſh government. 
Inſtead of that, let the Committee look at the treatment they 
Shad held towards her. Here Mr. Sheridan took notice, in a 
moſt affecting manner, of what Mr. Haſtings had ſaid of the 
mind of a man tinctured with ſuperſtition, looking at the fate 
of Hamets Ramets, and ſaid, that ſuch a man might imagi 


- - 
he faw the hand of Providence in that tranſaction. This Mr. 


Sheridan contraſted with the more ſtriking caſe of the perſecu- 
tion of the Bow Begum, for the ſake, of that treaſure the 
.Engliſh had helped her huſband to accumulate by his wars, in 
which they fought for, and ſupported his cauſe; and by ' that 
army that helped her huſband/to gain thoſe riches, conducted 
by that Middleton that made the Rohilla war, and all under the 
authority of an order from Warren, Haſtings, to whom, in the 


his death-bed, bequeathed the care of his infant family! _. 
Ik his mind had been touched with ſuperſtition, and imagined 
that he beheld the great ſpirit of Sujah Dowlah looking down 
on the ruin be had wrought in his houſe ; in that palace which 


Mr. Haſtings! had firſt wreſted from his hand, and afterwards ' 


reſtored to him; plundering with the very army by which Jujah 
-Dowlah had been enabled to vanquiſh the Marattas ; ſeizing 
on the very plunder: which he had ravaged from the Rohillas 3 
that Middleton, who had been engaged in managing the previous 
ere that very Haſtings, whom on his death-bed he had 


Aulneſd of coofidence,ther late huſband, Sujah Ul-Dowlah, a 
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left the guardian of his wife, and mother, and family; . 
all thoſe dear relatives, the objects of his ſolemn truſt, forth to 
the mercileſs ſeaſons, and to a more mercileſs ſoldiery! A mind 
touched with ſuperſtition,, muſt indeed have n ſuch a 
contemplation with peculiar impreſſions. 4 

That Mr. Haſtings was regularly acquainted with al the 
enormities committed on the Begums, there was the cleareſt 
proof; Middleton was rebuked for not being more exact. He 
did not perhaps deſcend to the detail; he did not give him an 
account of the number of groans that were heaved; of the 
quantity of tears that were ſned; of the weight of the fetters; 
or of the depth of the dungeons. But he communicated every 
ſtep that he took to accompliſh the baſe and unwarrantable end. 
He told him, that to ſave appearances, they muſt uſe the name 
of the Nabob, and that they need go no farther than was abſolutely 
neceſſary; this he might venture to ſay, without nennen 
by Mr. Haſtings of too ſevere a morality. 

© Mr. Sheridan craved the indulgence of the Houſe, Abd he 
for a moment enquired into the ſpirit and temper of the affida- 
vits, on which the ruin of the unfortunate women was founded. 
Colonel Gordon was but juft releaſed from peril and death, 
and twadays aſterwards he makes a depoſition againſt the very 
perſon who had been his preſerver, accuſing her of crimes and 
rebellion, upon hearſay evidence. Great God of Juſtice !” 
(exclaimed: Mr. Sheridan) © canſt thou from thy eternal 
throne look down upon ſuch premeditated baſeneſs, and not 
fix ſome dreadful mark of obloquy upon the perpetrators !''— 


'The ſupplemental affidavit of Colonel Hannay was treated in 


the ſame manner, as it e _— of hearſay and pro- 
babilities. " 

The Hon. Gentleniun: ak; 4 it was incontro- 
vertible that the Begums neither had been concerned in the 
rebellion of Bulbudder, nor the inſurrection at Benares; nor 
did Mr. Haſtings ever once ſeriouſſy think ſo. Their trea- 
ſures were their treaſures, and Aſoph Ul Dowlah thought like 
Rn . an 
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de ae when he blamed bis father for leaving him 
fo little wealth. His father Shujah ul Dowlah acting wiſely in 
leaving his ſon with no temptation about him, to invite acts 
of violence from the rapacious. He clothed him with poverty 
as à ſhield, and armed him with neceſſity as with a ſword. 
Speaking of the impreſſion Great - Britain muſt have made on 
the minds of the Aſiatics through the means of Mr. Haſtings 
unwarrantable conduct, he ſaid, the figure of our Government 
during [the period of that Gentleman's being at the head of 
it, was that of a Government holding a bloody ſeeptre in one 
hand, and picking pockets with the other. 5 
, c 
& neceſſary to urge, in order to ſubſtantiate the charge, and 
embedy it with the eftabliſhment of the infinity of facts upon 
the evidence of which it reſted, Mr. Sheridan gave a ſort of 
ſummary of the great points of his ſpeech; contending and 
maintaining, that it was evident that the Begums had done 
nothing to metit ſuch violence and force; that the pretence of 
their having been the ſtirrers up of rebellion, with a view to 
procure the extermination of the whole Britiſh people from 
the. province- of - Oude, was a mere pretence, wholly un- 
| founded, and wholly unſupported by any proof or evidence; and 


that it was never heard of before Mr. Haſtings took it into 


his head to make the obtainment of money, that way, a fa - 
vourite reſource, and a reſource that he was determined at- all 
hazards to make ſure of; that Mr. Haſtings had viplated the 
ſolemn guarantee of the Company, and broken their faith, 
pledged by treaty; that he had, throughout his conduct, acted 
baſely, falſely, and oppreſſively, doing acts of ſtipulation and 
treaty, which at the time of executing and ſigning the Treaty, 
he never meant to fulfil; that he had ſunk and lowered the 
character of a Chief Juſtice, by making Sir Elijah Impey run 
about the country, collecting affidavits ; that he had evaded 


- proceeding to the enquiry directed by the Board at the India. 


* under a quibbling advantage that he took of the con. 
ſtruction 
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nals. they would telieve, but for that reaſon the more magna- 
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ſtruction of the DireRory' onders,- and: had covered his evaſion 
with a pgmpous. parade of words, and an abſurd diſplay of 
nonſenſical phraſes upon the Majeſty of Juſtice ; and that in 
fact, all through the tranſaction, the conduct of the Governor 
General had been marked with the moſt ſcandalous duplicity, 
the þaſeſt perfidy, the moſt unparalleled and grinding, oppreſ= 
ſion, and the mgſt.inſolent, wanton, and unmanly cruelty,: by 
making a ſon plunder. his mother and grandmother, and two 
Princeſſes: of- high rank, he had diſgraced the Britiſh name and 
character... He faid nothing could be more. ridioulous and 
abſurd, than che grounds on which Mr. Haſtings, had acted 
during his whole: government, In the tranſaQton” of the 
Bogumss an army. were ſentz to execute an arreſt, a ſiege yay | 
commenced ee e 
and there was 8 trading General, an Auctioneer Ambaſſador, 
and a Chief Judge Secretary, Mr. Haſtings, he ſaid; was 2 
man af wonderful preſeience; for it was evident that he knew 
nothing of what would lend; his conduct à colour of juſtifica · 
tion. till after it was: over; but he fceſaw, that there would 
be proof of a rebellion; and firange to ſay, it turned out 
exactly 38. be expeRed |. Before he ſat down, Mr, Sheridan 
made an appeal to the character of the. Houſe, Ho Rated the 
matter of. charge ta be no party queſtion; that Houſe were 
ating, he ſad, in their capacity of Judge; they were to dis- 
charge their duty hy à diſtripution ef criminal juſtice 1 on 
great queſtions they had, he was happy to remark, often diſ- 
tinguiſhed. themſelves by laying afide. all petty conſiderations, 
and ected with fumneſe and 2 deqiſionz that reflected credit on 
their character. Ou the preſent ocesſion, they were called 
vpan to relieve. millions from miſery and oppreflion : it Was 
rrue-they could nos ſee the innumerable, beings. whoſe wretched» 


nimous their candut would be, the madre glorious their deter- 
minatiom to puniſh. ſuch enormous delinquency. They were 
E greatne&-and' tha 


power 


2 6 


—— 


22 * 
* 
* 
o U— — — > * — 
* —— — — — fon Wi ñ —— K * * —— 


— —— — 


—ͤ—̃ ̃ —— 
* 


A 


oy 
— 
a 


— — 
U ———U——EU „ , 2 — 


> 
— — 
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power of a Britiſh parliament, which, however, divided bn 


party and political conſiderations, joined hand and heart in 
reprobating injuſtice, in ſtigmatizing inhumanity, and in deli- 
vering ovet to condign puniſhment, thoſe who uſed unlimited 
power merely for the purpoſes of tyranny, opprefion, tipa- 
city, and perfidy, There was ſcarcely a ſubject on which they 


were not broken; and divided into ſets. The prerogative of 


the Crown: found its advocates even among the repreſentatives 
3 boo people. The privileges of the people met their oppo- 

The meaſures of every Miniſter were ſupported by 
aral of men; and thwarted by another. But when -inhu- 
manity preſented itſelf, it found no diviſion among them. 
They fat upon it as their common-enemyy as if the character 
of the land were involved i in their zeal for its ruin; and they 
left it not till it was completely overthrown.— It was not given 


to that Horſe, as it was to the Officers who relieved, and who: 


ſo ſeelingly deſcribe the extatic emotions of gratitude, in the 
inſtant of deliverance. They could not behold the workings 


and yet tremulous joys of the millions whom their vote that 
night would ſnatch or ſave from the tyranny of <Torrupt favour.” 

But though they could not perceive this, was not the true 
enjoyment- ef -the palſion of benevolence increaſed by the bleſ- 


fing being” confered unſeen t Would net the omnipotenre of 


the Parliament of Britain be demonſtrated to the wonder of 
nations, by ſtretehing its mighty arm acrofs the deep, and 
ſaving by its fat millions from deſtruction! And would the 
bleſſings of the people, thus ſaved; dicppate in empty air 
No l Heavens !” ſays he, 4 if I may dare to uſe the figure 
— Heaven' itſelf ſhall become the agent to receive the bleflings 
of their pious gratittude, and to wake them te pour boſons??? 

Mr. Sheridan concluded his ſpesch with: 


Bo Queſ- 
tion, the object of which of courſe was, to reſolve, thht it was 
the opinion of the Committee, that the Charge ſtating Mr 


Haſtings s conduct 6 
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in it matter of charge oſ High Crintes and Mildemeanours' 
againſt the ſaid Warren Haſtings, e108 , 
Mr. Burgeſs, after there had been a aſs of Abe le, Bur- 
ſeveral minutes, roſe, not, he ſaid, with any hope of equalingkeſs. 
one of the fineſt ſpeeches, and the moſt ſplendid diſplays of 
eloquence ever heard, but merely to do his duty, by affigning 7 
his reaſon for giving a negative to the Motion, ſupported as 37 
it had been by ſuch rare ability. Mr. Burgeſs began witz 1 
complaining of the unfairneſs of any Gentleman's publiſhing 
partial pamphlets, with a view to miflead and influence the 
minds of the public againſt Mr. Haſtings. He held in his band 
a pamphlet, purporting to be the tentli report of that THROW? 
but it was no publication of -the'Houſe37 it was publiſhed-by a 
bookſeller, and fold daily in his ſhop. In proof of its partia-' 
lity, Mr. Burgeſs read ſome of the ſide notes of the pamphlet 
to the Houſe, He- afterwards: proceededito defend Mr. Haſ- : 
tings from the articles of the charge, and from the arguments 
of Mr. Sheridan, declaring that all he aſked, was the attention 
of the Houſe to à few plain facts, the truth of which he Enew 
to be founded. Mr. Burgeſs then examined ſeveral of che ar- 
ticles of the Charge in their regular order, and was proceeding 
to read parts of the depoſitions of Colonel Hannay, which, be 
ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman had paſſed over, although they were 
material towards eſtabliſhing the fact, that the Begums were ; " - "M0 
in actual rebellion, when Mr. Haſtings proceeded againſt them | 
as he had done, and he thought very properly. The Com- 
mittee had been very diſorderly all the time Mr. Burgeſs was 
ſpeaking; but becoming more ſo juſt at this period, he fat 
down, declaring he had expected more candour from an Engliſh - 
Houſe of Commons to a Member not three days in the Houſe, 
delivering his ſentiments in defence of a criminal at their Bar 
—ſome few Gentlewen laughing at this, Mr. Burgess would 
yot riſe again.) | 
+ Sir Wiltiand Dolben roſe to remark,” that the attention of 8 
Win beon ſo entirely occupied, and for ſo long a time by bebe. 
the 
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the ſplendid ſpeech of the Hon. Gentleman who made the Mo- 
tion, that it appeared to be nearly exhauſted. He ſuggeſted 


it, therefore, to Gentlemen, whether it would not be better to 
_ ... adjourn. the debate till the next day, when thoſe Gentlemen 


Mr. Stan · 


_ de e oe r them boo eee 
2 


who wiſhed to deliver their ſentiments, might come down freſh 
nr the debate 
than they could be at preſent, - 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he could by no means conſent to an adjourn- 
ment ſtanding as the Queſtion in debate then ſtood. . That as 
to the lateneſs of the night, it was but twelve o'clock, and 
ſurely no Gentleman would contend, that without any other 
reaſon being affigned, merely the lateneſs of the hour was a 
ſufficient reaſon. At preſent the Committee had heard a very 
brilliant ſpeech from his Hon. Friend, a ſpeech every word of 
which carried conviction to his mind z- and, it was pretty ob- 


vious, it had made no ſmall impreſſion on the minds of the- 


Hauſe in general. He flattered himſelf, therefore, that there 
was likely tg. be very little difference of opinion in the Hauſe ; 
and in that caſe, he ſaw. no reaſon why they could not pro- 
eced, and came to the Queſtion, If any friend of Mr, Haſ- 
tings might wiſh to riſe and offer any thing, that they might 
think likely to efface or leſſen the impreſſion made by what bad 
fallen from bis Hon. Friend, that was the fit moment for of- 
fering it; but as nothing had yet been {aid that was likely to 
have chat effect, unleſs Gentlemen had any, doubts. to. ſtate, 
and would be ſo. good. as to open them, he muſt oppoſe the 
Motion for adjourning under ſuch circumltances, as improper 
and unprecedented. .. To RS LIL 

Mr. Stanhope declared. his mind was pretty well made be 
the almoſt miraculous ſpeech of the Hon. Gentleman who made 
the Motion ; and he ſhould be a good deal ſurprized, to find 
himſelf ready to give his vote any other way but for the Mo- 
tion. But other Gentlemen might be of a different opinion, 


and might wiſh to ſtato why they were ſo; in which. caſe. it 


they 


2 ty 
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| they could have at that late hour. * 7 (=) . Pe Fn declared, 
that for five hours and a half he had paid cloſe attention to 
every thing the Hon, Gentleman had ſaid, but that he was in 
conſequence more fatigued than he had been often where the 


Douſe fat ſeveral hours later; he therefore Fiſhed 1 ne- 
ment propoſed might take place. 


133 


Mr. M. A. Tol ſaid, he roſe to 3 any adjournment Mr RS 
of the Houſe under the preſent circumſtances, As to the 


Houſe, the Houſe had often ſat till ſeven in the morning, and 
therefore it being only between twelve and one, was no reaſon 

to him, who had ſat ſeveral times till ſeven or eight o'clock, for 
their adjourning. If Mr. Haſtings, he ſaid, had any advo- 
cates, if he could have any advocates after the ſpeech the 
Houſe had that day been treated with, a ſpeech uncommonly 
full of information, ſtrong argument, and ſound ſenſe, that ; 
was the opportunity for them to riſe, and ſtate what they had 
to offer in its defence, or that they thought likely, to do away 
part of the. impreſſion of the brilliant ſpeech they ad. been 
aſtoniſhed with, © 


Major. Scott ſaid, he was free to declare, that he hog him- M. zorScott. 


ſelf convit the Hon. Gentleman who made the Motion, of 
many grols miſrepreſentations of facts. He held in his hand 


ſeveral copies of correſpondence, &c. from which. it would de 


eaſy to prove his aſſertion. If the Committee thought 1 proper, 
he would then proceed to ſtate the miſrepreſentations, If the 
Committee choſe rather to adjourn, he would reſerve them for 
another day; but he thought it neceſſary to obſerve, that the 
Hon. Gentleman near him [Mr. Burgeſs] was in the act of 
reading depoſition of Colonel Hannay's, that the Hon, Gen- 
tleman who made the Motion had omitted to read, though 
it contained matter extremely important in favour of Me. 
Haſtings. 85 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that on a queſtion of Ir. W. Pitts 


ſo complicated à nature, and ſo large an extent, it Was ſcarcely 
to be ** that there would not be ſome difference of opi- 
1 nion; ; 
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nion; poſlibly, therefore, although the hour was not yet ad- 

vanced nearly ſo much as it ſometimes had been on former oc- 
cafions, when great and important queſtions had been under 
diſcuſſion, it might be adviſable to adjourn then, and for the 
Houſe to come down better prepared to liſten to the arguments 
that Gentlemen might have to offer, For his part, he would' 


not then by any means go into the Queſtion, or declare in 


which way he had made up his mind to vote; yet he meant to 
deliver his ſentiments at large on the Motion, and ſhould ne- 
ceflarily and unavoidably be obliged to take up a good deal of | 
the time of the Committee, With regard to the Hon, Gen- 
tleman, alf the impreſſion that genius and talents could com- 

mand, his ſpeech certainly would make ; but ſurely the Hon. 

Gentleman's friends paid him an ill compliment, in ſuppoſing 
that, twenty-four hours would obliterate the effect, or blunt the 

preſſure of bis argument, An abler ſpeech had, perhaps, 

never been delivered ; but though he was willing to pay that 
tribute to the Hon. Gentleman that his abilities deſerved, | he 
by no means could agree, that becauſe one dazali ing ſpeech had 
been delivered, other Gentlemen ought not to be permitted to 
deliver their ſentiments. What had fallen from the Hon. 

Gentleman, naturally merited conſideration; and he, for one, 
ſhould be glad of the opportunity of weighing in his mind the 

force, and examining the ſolidity of the Hon. Gentleman's ar- 

guments, before he gave his vote on ſo important a queſtion as 

that before the Committee; nor did he ſee any good that could 
ariſe from continuing the debate then, when the Houſe had 
apparently pretty much exhauſted their power of attention; 
and if they proceeded, the conſequence would be, they would 
continue debating till the ſun roſe upon them, and then be 
obliged to ſeparate, without coming to a deciſion, and when it 
would be impoſſible for them to return the ſame day to finiſh 
the buſineſs ; for theſe reaſons therefore, rather, than for any 
real lateneſs of the hour, he, for one, witked, to ry im- 
mediately. 


of 
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Mr. Eos faid; fo bad and alarming à precedefit aF the 4d. Mr. Fox. 


Journitg merely becauſe one fine ſpeech bad been deli vered, 
was what he never would conſent to; and he Was ſure the 
* Right Hon. Gentleman was not dd 'of the padnes of the 

precedent ſũch a procteding would eſtabliſh, When he frd-, 
-poſed-it;/ Would the Hon. Gentleman; for initznce, © on das 
-wlien he had iu Motion to male; and there was 6cealſon, as 


mere often had been, for him to introduce it with a "ety long 


ſpeechs chodſe tliat as oon as he had done ſpeakittg, the Houle 
ſhould adjourny'in order to afford PIN to confider 
of that ſpeech; and to find out in ft manner they could beſt 
anſwer it?! He was ſure Hat Was à mode of ink "Bulifieſs 
hat de Rigbt Eon. Gemleaihn bY no means wiſhied to 
into euftom, With regard to the compliinent” paid 6 His 
M Friehd; he knew his Hon, Friend too well 't6 thine 
Wich for that Yort of Complitent onveyed by geh y. His 
ett. Triehd Bad the cnuſe Aull the zuſtice f it, im Wich he 
bad yaa f& powerfully 2s 10 alt con lo ben ale edety 
matt s tilnd; tod much at Keart ta dere 6 poſtpöne cle dbki- 
ſion that ought to follow his argument. His Höf. FieHdë Had 
eben abi, and indeed ao diggen, © A Hom Gen- 
tlemthur had ehr ſded it), bur why had be dont 10% Mö met 
beck he Had! the gift + ſingultt and Tuperldf talent, Alt 
becäbfe he ſpoke im à right edu —beratife he had f hÞdre - 
ceßetble oß felitig, and! capable f y mpithffmg with hd drs 
of. cafe who-Ulaimed prote com oh fecohnt öf theft HRGUBHEe, 
and the idefehcelefs cbnditiofl; an ont accent Bf UI Unpa- 


- rallz]e@6ppreffishs”'they Had Endilied? Hi Hon. 'FRaw's 


* ſpe@h"hifd - Den called, and juſtly vated, af Adhutnt dne. 
Elbquebt inde rw it Was; fo mitich fo, that all he ud Wer Nad, 
or Hard of orutöry in that Houſe, * elfe where; funk to ho- 
: thing2thfths: compariſon.” Having Paid this bl r Juſtice” to 
' MrciShieridahg:Mr,'Fox again ürged Ris drguszeft l fk d- 
jdurning, ufs ſome better reafor” were" uflight?,”" thin" the 
mere une of ide hour If n Genter üg be 
ng I 2 could 
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ce eould. anſwer: the ſtrong argument that had been that day de- 


livered, or if Gentlemen had any doubts upon their mind, let 


them ſtate thoſe doubts, or let them give the anſwer they 
meant to offer ; but why adjourn without, unleſs it was from a 
ſenſe that what had that day been ſaid was unanſwerable, and 
from a wiſh to gain time, and by negotiation. and manoeuvre 
do that, Which would not bear fair argument. He ſaid he 
| hoped. to, God, for the ſake of the Right Hon. Gentlemam: 

| 2 and for the ſake of what was till more important, 


the character of that Houſe, the Right Hon, Gentlemän did 


| 2 mean to vote againſt the queſtion. If he did, he would 


f dqubtlels, ſupport | his votg by arguments, that in the Right 
Hon. Gentleman's mind at Jeaſt, appeared likely to hays ſome 


- weight; with the Houſe. Ik ſo, why not deliver thoſe argy- 
. ments;;then,/ and oppoſe. their: impreſſions; whatever it might 
- be, to the impreſſion, of his, Hon. Friend's ſperch. Mx. Fox 


repeated his arguments on the bad precedent adjourning would 


eſtabliſh, unleſs ſome Gentleman ſaid, he meant to oppyſe the 
Metiog, and put it home very, forcibly to Mr, Ms. Pit pe- 
; thetically, - in various points, of viep. 0 % 
„Ar. #ilberferce (probably -miſconcciving Mr. Fox, I. roſe 
. to lament that the: Hon, Gentleman ſhoy}d, baye given, way'to 
. his propevſity, to throw out :nveRives agaiuſt his Right Hon 
Ffiend, and that he had ſo far endeavoured. to weakgn the 
- gfoung. on. which Mr. Sheridan bad fo properly. placed the 


queſtion; by.beggiog that it might be.confidersd ax,a queſtian 


en and juſtices and, not-as. 3 party queſtion. Party 
Ipirit certainly ought. not to mix in, the deciſion upon ſo ſe- 
eng 4 charge, They were fitting, there upon a matter of 
:crimina] ;Juſtice, and it beboved je. to beat with 
"to deliberate temperacely, and to decide with juſtice; . It was 
etpelz .therefare, at ſuch a. time, todeal in, inveAives,. and 
. ſuggeſt motives: to his Right Hon. Friend, that Gentlemen on 
. the other {ide would not chuſe to have imputed ta them. Mr. 
- Wilherforce Rid, be came down. to.the. Houſe-with his mind 


5e 21 pretty 
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pretty well made up to the Queſtion, but the Hon. Gentleman 
who had made the Motion, and ſupported it wich ſo much ora- 


tory and eloquence, had, he was free to confeſs, thrown freſn 


light on ſeveral points which he ſhould be exceedingly glad to 
conſider maturely before he decided ; and as the Houſe in gene- 
ral had a good deal exhauſted their powers, he owned he wiſhed 
the adjournment to take place. 


Mr. Fax ſaid, the Hon, Gentleman was remarkably prone MF. 


to deal out reprehenſion, and ſcarce ever roſe without admo- 
niſhing him, or ſome of his Hon, Friends. In the preſent 
caſe, he appealed to the Committee, whether the Hon. Gen- 


tleman's admonition had not been wholly unmerited. He had 


uſed no inveRiye, nor ſaid any thing that in his mind ſavoured 
of party ſpirit. Certain it was, he had it not in his intention 


to drop a ſyllable that could beat that conſtruction. He had 


put the caſe home to the Right Hon. Gentleman, with a view 
the more forcibly to ſhew the impropriety of an adjournment 
under ſuch circumſtances, but without meaning to give any 
offence. The Hon. Gentleman and he were both of them too 
apt to ſay more harſh things to each other, than were perhaps 


warrantable. On his part, theſe ſort of aſperities, he was 


pretty ſure, were generally unprovoked, but they happened 
much too often ; at preſent he really meant to ſay nothing that 
could be conſtrued into perſonality ; but, if upon queſtions of 
that ſort, hypothetical caſes could not be put ſtrongly, without 
their being liable to be deemed harſh perſonalities, there was 


an end of the uſe of debating any propoſition, Mr. Fox went 
over the ground of his former argument, as to the neceſſity and 


propriety of coming to a deciſion, while the impreſſion of his 


Hon. Friend's ſpeech was ſtrong in the minds of the Come 
mittee, 


welcome to read the parts he ſuppoſed he had omitted. As to 
the queſtion of adjournment, Mr. Sheridan ſaid the Houſe 
3 | wane 


Mr. Sheridan declared he had read the depoſitions of Colonel Mr. Shel 
Hannay ; and if any Gentleman thought he had not, he was 
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would doubtleſs: ſos erer of Ns being ne; filent 

upon that head. - 5. F. O84] e 

Mr. Mar. Mr. Adartin complimented Mr. bein on his ſpeech, but 

tin. declared he had attended to it fo:minutely, and was ſo much 

exhaulted, that he felt himſelf more fatigued, than even when 
he had ſat longer, and that he PER 577 ee ed take 
place. 

Main- Mr. Montague declared: the ſpeech of the Hon. Gentleman 

tague. who made the motion, had made a ſtrong impreſſion on his 
mind, and had ſhaker an opinion that he thought ſettled, when 
he came down. He moſt earneſtly begged, however, that the 
Coinmittee would adjourn. 

Mr. Sheri- Mr. Sheridan roſe again and fad, hs hoped they would give 

Mr. W. Mr. Geoid aſked if the Hon, Gentleman' meant thoſe us 

Grenville. oppiaſed.the adjournment? ©: 1 1 

Mr. Sheri- Mr. Shpridan ſaid, undoubtedly ; and the Conmnbities 40. 

n. journed till en it 129 70 quarter paſt one in the morning. 


; Chico" AGAINST Warren HASTINGS, Eſa; 


The Queſtion heing moved, that the adjourned Committee, 
on the charge of the preceding day be reſumed, the Speaker 
left the Chair, and Mr. St. Andres St. N. took his was at 
the Table. 

Mr. Fran Mr. Francis roſe, but juſt as he was e to "I 
_— Mr. Dempſter begged, that before the Committee reſumed the 
debate, he might offer the following requiſition from Sir Elijah 

Impey. Mr. Francis ſitting down, Mr. Dempſter ſtated, that 

Sir Elijah was waiting without the door, and was extremely dee 

ſirous of being permitted to be called to the Bar, for the pur- 

poſe of his delivering in a written paper, containing an expla- 

| nation and correction of ſome few of his anſwers when laft 


examined, 


A 1785. rr 


examined, and that he had diſcovered bis errors by a reference 
to ſome at home.—This was objected to, as eſtabliſhing a pre- 
cedent, that might be attended, in ſome. Inſtance, or LANs 
with moſt prejudicial conſequences. 


Mr. Dundas, in particular, objected, and ſaid, as be was Mr.Dundas, 


conſcious that Sir Elijah's explanation was of no material con- 
ſequence one way or the other, he was happy when the cafe 
was ſo circumſtanced to lay down a general rule. He then 


| ſhewed, that if every witneſs could come one day and contra» 


dict what he had ſaid the day preceding, 9. 70 dcr 
to the confuſion ĩt would create. 


Mr. Solicitor General put the caſe, that” i "RY Mac- 
examined the ſame day, and both agreed. If in that caſe, one 99246 


came the next, defired 'to be re-examined, and- contradicted 
what he had before ſaid, then the facts eſtabliſhed by their con- 
currence, would be let looſe, and the taſk of adducing evidence 
would-be. endleſs. . 

At length, on the queſtion. being pa, Mr. Decpſter's 


motion was negatived. | 
Mr. Francis then raſa, and a to 0 adjUnrnment a 


the preceding evening, declaring, that he had wiſhed to have 
riſen and ſet ſome miſtakes right that the Hon. Gentleman 
who ſpoke ſecond had fallen into. Mr. Francis ſaid, he had 
too good an opinion of the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to 
him, to impute to him any deſign in bis ſupporting the queſtion - 
of adjournment, but he was ſorry to ſay, he found ſuch an 
opinion prevailed without doors, and that the public conſidered 
the adjournment as a ſtratagem either to gain time, and call in 
a new power, to decide, which power had not heard his Hon, 
Friend's ſpeech, or with a view to prevent a deciſion taking 
place at the hour of conviction, A great deal of well deſerved 


_ applauſe had, Mr. Francis obſerved, been beſtowed on his 


Hon. Friend for his ſpeech. He begged leave to pay the tribute 


where it was due, not to his Hon, Friend's induſtry, nor to his 
eloquence, though it was all aſtoniſhing, but to his honour- 


Able, e and virtuous heart, which . true ſource 
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of thoſe powers, and thoſe abilities. Having enlarged upon 


tkis compliment, and declared that the preceding day had proved 
his Hon. Friend to poſſeſs virtues which he was not known to 
poſſeſs, he proceeded to ſtate and explain ſome particulars re- 
lative to the queſtion, which were not, he ſaid, ſufficiently 
explained, or inſiſted on, and ſome of them not even under- 
ſtood. He mentioned that the Begum had ſaved the life of her 
ſon, the preſent Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla, at the hazard of her 
own. When the father once drew his ſabre to kill him, ſhe 
fell down upon him and ſo reſcued him, though at the loſs of 
her own blood, for ſhe was wounded in the ſcuffle. | This was 


an action Sujah ul Dowla was very capable of, for he hated and 
Oe deſpiſed-his ſon, and fo far from leaving him his treaſures and 


W 


his perſonal eſtate, he would willingly have deprived him of the 
ſucceſſion. Mr. Francis faid, when he was at Calcutta, 


Mr. Haſtings: uſed to aſſign a reaſon for his partiality to the 


Begum, that he thought at the time a very tolerable one, vis, 
that the Begum had been recommended to his particular care 


and protection by the late Sujah Dowlah, in the moſt pathetic 
manner. Phat Mr, Haſtings did take her part in 1775; when, 
as he ſaid, (with a view to accuſe Gen. Clavering, Col. Mon- 
ſon, and Mr. Francis) Mr. Briſtow, appointed by them, had 
taken an improper. part againſt the Begum. That the elder - 


Begum was the rightful heir fo the Subadarry of Oude; at 
leaſt, it was through her that the principality came into the 


family of Sujah Dowla ; conſequently ſhe had a better right to 


the jaghires, than the preſent Nabob had to his throne. That 
whereas it was inſiſted on, that the plunder of the perſonal pro- 
perty was reſolved on by Mr. Haſtings in confequence, and as 
a puniſhment of the reſiſtance made by the Begums to the re- 


ſumption of the jaghires, it appeared by the poſitive evidence of 


Mr. Middleton, 'that the reſumption of the jaghires was refolved 
on, after the ſeizure of the treaſures, Mr. Francis offered 


other pertinent obſervations as to the facts ſtated in the charge, 
and among others he quoted a paſſage from a letter of Mr. Mid- 


dleton to Sir Elijah Impey, t to the effect, that he had got the 
| ** ＋ 
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Begum's ſervants into his hands, and that; by exerciſing a few - 
ſeverities on their perſons, he- hoped ſoon to get poſſeſſion e the 


old lady's hoards, What was this, aſked Mr. Francis, but the 
language of thieves and ruffians, plotting in a night-cellar to 
break into the houſe, and rob ſome innocent woman of her 
property? Mr. Franeis went an with a*firing of obſervations, 
in alluſion to the facts in the Charge; he ſaid, that it was 
true he thought the Begum had no right to appropriate the pro- 
duce of the conqueſt and plunder of the Rohilla colintry, while 
the money due to the Company, on account of that war, re- 
mained unpaid. No opinion of his ever went farther than that. 
The Council never interfered, otherwiſe than by approving and 


confirming the guaranty given by our Reſident to the final 


ſettlement between the Nabob and his mother, on the 1 5th 
October, 17) 5, after he had already obtained from her above 
600, oool. That Treaty was a receipt in full for all demands 
whatever, a ſecurity againſt further demands, and a quietus for 
ever. Mr. Haſtings went farther than any Member of the 


Council in approving that ſettlement, though now, he ſays, 


te that the whole of this tranſaction paſſed under the order and 


guidance of the Board, which excluded him from any ſhare in 


their Acts,“ equally in ſuch as he approved, and in ſuch as he 
diſapproved, At the ſame time his language was different, but 
now it ſeems he may approve of an Act, and vote for it, and 
yet he is to have no ſhare in ii. Whether he approved of it 
or no, he was bound, by the ſenſe of the majority which con- 


ſtituted the Act of Government. In the preſent inſtance, the 


Council was unanimous, and Mr. Haſtings took the lead, It 
was true, the Begum, at her own deſire, paid a ſmall part of 
the above demand in goods of different forts. Whether 
Mr. Briſtow did right or wrong in accepting of ſuch articles, 


the Council certainly did right in ordering them to be fold by. - 
public auction. The ſuſpicion, which unavoidably fixed itſelf 


upon arbitrary valuations and private contracts, cannot exiſt in 
OM of a —— — Middleton's evidence will 
ſhew 
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Dew in. what manner the property of the Begums was fold in 
1982-3 that-it, was txue that he (Mr. Francis) in the year 1775, 


had. expredled, his ſurpriſe, that two. ladies, locked: up in a 


Seraglig, ſuould talk of meddling with affairs of ſtate; but was 
that any. reaſon for: plundering. them of their property, for 
molt ſcandalous injuſtice, extortion, violence, and cruelty ? 


Could the opinion, attributed to him, be accommodated to 


ſuch actions ) and if it could, was it juſt to allow Mr. Haſtings, 
who never followed. his advice, in any thing, to ſhelter himſelf 


under the, concurrence, of his opinion? That theſe unfortunate 


women were ;indeed, diſqualified, by. their ſex. and ſituation, 


ſfom meddling in the; affairs. of Government, and perfectly in- 


capable of diſturbing it, if they would; that the attempt to 
Sarge them with. a deſign to extirpate the Engliſh out of India 


cruelty and injuſtice of the proceeding, fixed upon it a brand of 


falſhaod and ignominy which would render the name of an 
Engliſhman, in Aſia, contemptible as well as. odious for ever. 


Mr. Francis, in the courſe of his ſpeech, took occaſion: to ſot 


Mr, Burgeſs right as to a point he had ſet out with on the 
preceding night, namely, ſaying, that Mr. Haſtings began 


his Indian career with making the Treaty of Illahabad, whereas 


the. Treaty, of Illahabad was made ſo long ago as 1765, by 


Lord Clive, and General De were political opponents 


of: Mr. Haſtings, . 


- Mr.Burgeſs. Mr., Burgeſs a baked Rated the faßt, which the 


Hon, Gentleman had been pleaſed. to correct. What he had 
ſaid- was, that the Treaty of Illababad, and another Treaty, 


had; been put an end to, when 3 * 
Monſon, and Mr. Francis ſat at the Boar 


Mr. Francis. Mr. Francis ſaid, he was not upon his trial. That 3 


the Treaty of Illahabad was put an end to, it was a matter of 
opinion whether the Treaty was meant to continue for, Sujah 


ena "Gs or whether it was a permanent Treaty, de- 


pending 
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pending on no ſuch contingency. Mr. Francis ſaid, he hojed, 
till he knew'any thing ill of him, the Hon. Gentleman would 
preſume well of him; but the characters of General Clavering 
and Colonel Monſon . ought, at all events, to be held facred. 
Unfortunately they were no more, and had left the On of 


© » ©» 5 £ 


— 
* 


* the triumvirate to defend their characters. . 

i Mr. Nicholls roſe; and after a compliment to Mr. Sheridan; Mr. Ni- 
4 ſaid, the whole of that Hon. Gentleman's ſplendid. ſpeech hac 
h turned upon a fallacy ; the queſtion was not whether the 

2 Begums were in actual rebellion, but whether Mr. Haftings 

A was given to underſtand that they were ſo, in a manner ſuffi- 

» ciently plauſible, to induce him to eredit the alledged fact. 

: Mr. Nicholls argued this with a good deal of logical force z he 


alſo entered into a ſeries of reaſoning upon the right conſtruc- 
tion of the words in Mr. Middleton's letter of the 6th of 
December, 1 7 $1, and the meaſure heretofore propoſed, which he 


a contended were to be underſtood differently from the manner 

: in which they had been argued in the Speech of the Mover of 
n the Motion. Mr. Nicholls contended, that taking the Jag- 
hire from the Begums, two women ſhut up in a Zenanah, 
: and incapable of managing ſuch a property, for which they 
C received an equivalent, was a benefit, and not an injury. He 
alſo defended the ſeizure of the treaſures, referring the Com- 
mittee to Mr. Middleton's letters, and to other documents, 
1 to prove that the Nabob had always conſidered the wealth as 

his property, by inheritance. 
g M ajor Scott now roſe, and ſaid—Mr. St. John, before I re- MajorScott- 


queſt the indulgence of the Committee on the ſubject of the 
preſent Debate, I ſhall take the liberty of offering a few 
words in reply to the Hon, Gentleman (Mr. Francis) who has 
juſt ſat down, and who has told you, that I generally pay 
particular attention to whatever falls from him.—Allufions 


have been made to publications out of this Houſe, and to the 
means that have been taken to bias the public upon the im- 
portant queſtion now under conſideration, —T have no ſcruple 
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to ſuy, that Mr. Haſtings, inſtead of being merely an accuſed, 


is a perſecuted, a ſhamefully perſecuted man, and that means 


the moſt indeeent, means the moſt ſcandalous and infamous, 
have been reſorted to, in order to prejudice: Mr. Haſtings in 
the. opinion of thoſe parties who divide this kingdom, and 
who may be the ultimate judges of this important queſtion, 
In the firſt ſpeech made by-the Hon. Gentleman in this Houſe, 
he declared, in the moſt folemn manner, that he ſhould be 
ſorry to be thought capable of retaining a ſpark of perſonal ani- 
moſity againſt Mr. Haſtings. —We are both, he added, I believe 
men of tempers too warm to be capable of reſentments. Our 


| conteſt is at an end, and the hoſtilities it produced expired 


with it: Aſſuredly I feel no enmity to him, and I readily 
acquit him of harbourjng-any againſt me.” If it had. not. 
been for this ſolemn declaration, made by the Hon. Gen- 
tleman in his firſt ſpeech in this Houſe, and afterwards | 


carefully printed, and publiſhed by himfelf, I ſhould. be 


Jed to conclude that he was the author of a pamphlet which 
1 now hold in my hand, as the ſtyle of the work bears 


ſo near à reſemblance to the minutes and writings of the 


Hon. Gentleman; Sir, I pay him no compliment when I ſay bis 
Kyle is a good one, and ſomething peculiar, But, Mr. St. John, 
be the author who he will, I take upon me to affirm, that a more 
ſcandalous, atrocious, and infamous attempt, to oppreſs a 
man ſhamefully · perſecuted, was neyer practiſed, and the man 
who did it has a heart blacker than ever exifted in a human 


_ frame. [As Major Scott was proceeding to read the pamphlet, 


Mr. Courtenay, riſing to order, contended that it was exceed- 
ingly. improper for any Member to read, as part of his ſpeech, 
an anonymous pamphlet. The Major added] I believe, Sir, 
the Committee is of opinion, that 1 have a right to read, as 
2 of my ſpeech, an extrat from apy paper | chuſe,. - 
Mr. Francis, expreſſing his aſtoniſhment that the Hon, Gen, 


| e ſhould have thrown out any inſinuations calculated ta 


lead the Hogſe into an idea that. þ * had written the pamphlet in 
queſtion, 


6 
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«queſtion, | added; that he conſidered" the preſent buſineſs as too | 
important ip its nature to admit of unſeaſonable interruptions, = / 
by eny references whatſoever to extraneous matter. At a;fu- a = 
ture and proper;.times. he would; readily enter with the Hon. | 6 

Gentleman upon diſcuſſion of. the ſubject, and ſecond, any = 

motion which ha might ehuſe to. make for that purpoſe z but 

de now truſted, at the Committee would not ſuffer an infi- 
nitely more momentous inveſtigation to become at all retarded 
in its neceſſary courſe. inen el 

Major Scott replied, I have already giren the reaſon why the MzjorScott- 
| Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to me could not poſſibly have written 

it, and I ſhall nom proceed to ſtate he · parts 1 complaim of. 

Th author in his Preface to theſe Obſtesvations on the Defence 
of Mr, Haſtings, ſays, that the Deſence Was, by Mr, Haſtiugs's 
authority, printed, publiſhed, and circulated with uncommon 

rapidity, This I affirm to be a groſs falſhood; for neither 

Mr. Haſtings, nor any perſdn connected with him, hadi the 

-(mallet concern either in the printing, publiſhing, ot citcula- 
ting that Defence. But what follows, Mr. St. Johüs, is; of 
-ipfinitely more conſequence. . We all know that a pamphltt 
- was publiſhed ſome time ago, which, though not approved af 

Dvoixerſally, has been univerſally read, ſo much ſo, that it has 

ene through ſeven editions 5 and I. underſtand the publiſher 

expetts to {ell twenty thauſand. copies of it. Amongſt athert. 

Mr. Haſtings, or ſome of his friends, have been mentioned as 
the author z and although the publiſher of the pamphlet -has 

puplickly and unteſervedly declared that neither Mr; Haſtings | 

nor: any pet ſon directly or indirettly connected with! him, 

-wrate that pamphlet, yet, ſince the deelaration wagoſe pub- = 

liekly made; the author of the work in my hand has in ſarted: the 

fallowing paſſage in his Obſervationg;—< He (Mr. Haſtingg) 

Haya, Madajee S india has written leiters in his praiſe te js 

moſt gracious Majeſty, and to the company. Any bedyelſe 

would haverſaid, ſimply to his Majeſty. The epithet, Moſt 

a is ſeldom or never uſed, hut in- direct addreſſes gr 


petitions 
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petitions to the King. The affectation of introducing. it in 
the mention of ſo unimportant a fact, requires no comment. 
But wounds as well as compliments come from the ſame 
quarter. The ſpirit that flatters can inſult. The author, 
whoſe pamphlet, as he imagines, is to deliver characters to 
poſterity, and whoſe education in the Tchool of Mr. Haſtings 
is ſelf-evident, has talen upon him to aſſert, from what he 

culls an intimate knowledge of his Majeſty's character, &c.“— 
. As far as I have read, Sir, is ſufficient for my purpoſe. I do not 
chuſe to proceed, conceiving it would be highly unbecoming 
in me to do ſo; but I affitm, that the man who had the baſe- 
neſ to calumnĩate Mr. Haſtings, and to mention this work as 
Coming from his ſcheol, muſt have done it with a knowledge 


e eee e eee eee pe e e 
EE human: form. - £ M tits 
The Hon. — eben pale 1 We 
made uſe of an expreſſion which I muſt beg leave to tak no- 
"tice of. He talked of the ſervile dependents of Mr. Haſtings. 
I hope, Sir, he does not rank me in that number, if ſuch there 
are; but I believe, and-I know, that none of his friends de- 
ſerve to be ſo ſtigmatized. I left England with Engliſh blood 
in my veins,-and I hope I have brought Engliſh blobd -back 
again to my native country.— The Hon; Gentleman 'has; I 
truſt, 2 better opinion of me, fince, upon u very. renidrkdble 
-occafion; he conſented to a conference with me; which, if 
ir bad taken place, might have prevented that ſplendid diſplay 
of eloquence which we heard yeſterday in the Committer,— 
The fact is, Sir, that I was above twelve years jn India, be- 
fore 1 had the pleaſure to be known to Mr. Haſtings, except 
by dining at his table in common with other officers of my 
own ſtanding. To General Clavering, who conferred a müli- 
tary office upon me, at the recommendation of Colonel Upton, 
Talways felt and expreſſed myſelf much obliged, though equally 
"unknown to bim. —I hall now take the liberty of offering a 
few 


that he was publiſning a groſs and ſcandalous falſhodd to the 
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fry obſervations upön the ieffiof before the Corfiinitts; 
The Hon. Gentleman, in opening it; "took 'N very Wide ratte 
vor do I conceive it "ca be falrl y tonſidered, without a teview 
of the ſtate of affairs it in | India, "and In Eittope 4s connected 
with India, in the year 1581, "ad fot ſome years 
that period. In the yelr” 175 tlie Abb Gel Biwi, 
1 belive, about one kundred an TWEntyefiwe milliotis. le 
continued rapidly ' inettafing” from wat Unfortunate period; 

and in the year 1782, it had inereaſed to the Aafmibg ubs d 
of two hundred and” thirty thillions.—=tn the fame” periöc, 1 
hundred thouſand lives were Wir, 1 vi empire in N. 

Mii inörea in "Evrope, "feveral” df dit "Wet: Fndik anne 
dur moſt valuable ſertleiments on the coaſt of Afric#.” Fe. 
ließe, Mr. St. John, no hiſtory, ancient or modern: ban 


afford an inſtance öf 16 tapil à decline in the profperity o 


a great countty. —The flames of war which raged witk fo 
much violence in Europe and America, wete extendel th 
Indoſtan; for I aſſert, without a fear of contradiction, _ 
the pdlitics of Great-Britain involved us originally in India: 

event which the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) truly rien 
very early in the American war, when be faid it muſt, by [ts con 
tinuation, involve this nation in every quarter of the globe. 
During the progreſs of our calamities in Europe and America 
1 would defire to aft Gentlemen, what happened in India? 
We wete there, it is true, involved in wars, and ſurtounded 
with difficulties; but how different the concluſion! Did we 
loſe a foot of nde y in India? 80 far from it, that we Had 
taken, in the Fre, of the war, every Freneh and Datch 
ſettlement on the continent of Indoſtan, and were befieginy 


the French garriſon of Cuddalore, theit only remaining bopes | 


when intelligence of the peace in Europe artived at 
The firft account of that important event was conveyed by an 


expreſs diſpatched by me to Mr. Haſtings, at his own experice: 


The Noble Marquis, who deſerves che warmeſt thanks of A 
grateful _ for ending 4 calamitous and moſt: expertfive 


wary 


preceding 


uy 
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war, gave up, and wiſely ge vp, the conqueſts of the Eaſt. 
Iadia Company in India, in order to ſave the Britiſh poſleſ. 


| dans in the Weſt-Indies. . I would aſk. Gentlemen, i in what 


| - Other,quarter of the globe could we make ceſſions to France? 


—— 
_— 


— 
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In none, for, exceptthe-Ifland of St, Lucia, all the conqueſt 
we made during the late war wege made in India. 
I have ſat in the; gallery in ofber days, Mr. St. John, and 
liftened with profound attention to the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
(Mir, Fox) whenhe bas o ſtrongl and ſa truly deſeri d the cala- 
mitous mitous and degraded fate this country was reduced to I hare 
m attribute theſe, calamities apd that degradation to the 
ur t and the indolence of the noble Lord, who for many 
years was the miniſter, of this country. I have deen informed, 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman bas ſometimes i in this 
Houſe, during the late war, expreſſed his warmeſt, wiſhes for 
America; her cauſe was the cauſe af liberty, e cauſe of 
whiggiſm,. and of the Britiſh conſtitution, A Right Hon. 
Gentleman, who firſt moved this proſecution, has been equally 
violent upon former occaſions, againſt the noble Lord, and 
equally. zealous for America. HD zeal once carried him fo far, 
as even publicly to ayow in this Houſe, a correſpondence With 
| DoRtor Franklin, then, declared by law g rebel to this country, 
on the exchange of à Britiſh. general. 3; The noble Lord has 
upon. many occaſions declared in this Houſe, that be imputed 
our calamities to the intemperate violence of oppoſition, and to 
| their encouragement.of the rebellion. in America. But that i in a 
very few. years we. experienced a melancholy reverſe 3 that from 
being the firſt, as well as the freeſt nation in the world, we 
in leſs than ſeyen years aw our empire diſmembered, and the 
people of England ſq oppreſſed and borne down by taxes, that 
the moſt ceconomical miniſter will ſcarcely, be able in future to 
make the income of the Kate meet its expenditures. That i in a 
very. few years theſe melancholy events did happen, are truths 
which all parties acknowledge, though they may differ as $0 the 
| e which theſe misfortunes are to be attributed ; but that 
| chere 


r 
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there was blame ſomewhere, either in the miniſter, in the offi- 
cers who executed his plans, or in thoſe who clogged the wheels 


of government, I have never yet heard one man hardy enough 


to deny. What, Mr. St. John, was the event which happened 
a feu ſhort months after theſe melancholy truths were ſo uni- 
verfally felt and acknowledged? It was of ſuch a nature, that 
not all the ſplendid - talents, the wit, the ingenuity, or the hu- 
mour of the Gentlemen oppoſite to me will ever be able to 
efface from the minds of the people of England! The noble 
Marquis, to whom I alluded befote, had the good fortune to 
ſave this country from total ruin in the month of January 1783, 
by reſtoring to us the bleſſings of peace. If the matter were 


doubeful then, what ſhall; we now pronounce? If, aſter five 


years of peace, tais' nation can hardly pay the intereſt of its 
public debts, and! provide for its various eſtabliſhments, how 
could we have borne an additional load of twenty millions? 
and ſuch would have been the conſequence of another year of 
war. Of the truth of chis, the Right Hon. Gentleman was ſo 
ſenſible, that not many months previous to the peace, he pub- 
liely declared in this Houſe, I mean in the Rockingham ad- 
miniſtration, that: bad as he had conceived this country to be, 


before he came into office, he ſound it upon examination infi- 


nitely worſe ; and that no peace could be a bad one for this 
country. What was the conſequence of the reſtoration of 
peace? An agreement between long hoſtile and contending 
parties, to turn out the noble Marquis ho concluded it, and 
to ſeize themſelyes the government of this country, The Right 
Hom Gentleman, Who had in an . impaſſioned tone declared in 
November 1581, thatcthe noble Lord who was then the mini- 
ſer; C muſt hear of his diſgraceful and f̃uinous meaſures at the 
$ -tribunal:of juſtice, and expiate them on the public ſcaffold; 
the ſame Right Hon. Gentleman, who then made this public 
declaration, was joint Secretary of State with the noble Lord 
in March 1783. With equal indignation another Right Hon. 
Ceotleman ſpoke of che noble Lord; yet he too upon that oca- 
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dan echoed dbe humane ſentiment of  {nimicitis Macabilia 
anicitie Jenni. 
I hope I am not irregular inthe ground. "5 5 3 
| Eons: ſtrictiy to apply theſe extraordinary and unexpected 
changes of opinions and meaſures to the ſubject before us. 
- | TI am exceedingly ſorry fur the occaſion of the abſence of the 
noble Lord, as well as for his abſence. If I ever baye. men- 
tioned. his name with diſreſpect, I am ſure it was unintentional; 
and in-what Lam now going to aſſert, I call upon Gentlemen 
on all: fides-of the Houſe to ſet me right, ſhould I miſcepreſent 
what the hoble Lord has formerly ſtated in this Houſe. From 
the declaration of war with France, or rather from the time of 
the delivery of the French Reſcript in March 1778, to the 
month of March 1782, when the noble Lord reſigned his office, 
| he has avowed publicly, that he ſupported. Mr. Haſtings z and 
he has alſo. avowed the reaſons for which he ſupported him. 
Firſt, that it was a ſeaſon of war, and of great difficulty and 
danger; fecondly, that Mr. Haſtings poſſeſſed vigour and ahili- 
ties; and thirdly, that he enjoyed the confidence of the Eaſt- 
India Company. In the Rockinghamy or ſucceeding admini- 
ſtration, the Right Hon. Gentleman below me (Mr. Dundas) 
moved in the month of May 1782, that Mr. Haſtings ſhould * 
be recalled from the government of Bengal. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman alſo will correct me if I miſrepreſent him. He 
ſtated, that be moved the recal of Ms. Haſtings, becauſe, in his 
opinion, he had forfeited the confidence of the native princes in 
India, and could not conclude a peace. . It happened, however, 
chat in that very month, and almoſt on the day the Right Hon. 
Gentleman made the motion in this Houſe, Mr. Haſtings did 
conclude -a peace with the Marattas, I have ſince heard the 
ſame Right Hon. Gentleman avow in this Houſe, that he was 
happy che Proprietors had reſiſted that vote, becanſe he was 
convinced by ſo doing they had rendered a very eſſential ſervieee 
to che Eaſt- India Company, and to this country. The Right 
* W allo, that he had been Prefſed to re- 
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move Mr, Haſtings for delinqueney; but that be dad declined 
to do ſo;z-not thinking him a delinquent. At another time te 
Right Hon. Gentleman avowed, that by great exertions, by 
procuring money, God knew how or where, he had been 
enabled to pay the my, wide otherwiſe muſt have mutinied, 

by been diſbanded, - 

In the month of March 1% the Ocatutck whio conduct 
this proſecution again came into office, with the additional 
ſtrength of a noble Lord, formerly the minifter, and his nu- 
merous friends. I hope the Committee will recolle&, that the | 
events on Which this charge is founded, happened” in the 
month of January 1782; that complete information of them 
arrived in England in the Autumn of 1782; and that in 1984, 

a report upon the ſubject, the tenth, was made by the Select 
Committee. Parliament continued to fit till the month of July; 
and admitting for a moment, what has been formerly ſaid, that 
chere was not time in that ſeſſion to bring in a general bill of 
regulation for India, I ſhould be glad to aſk, what could be 
the reaſon for not removing Mr. Haſtings ? If the miniſters of 
that day thought ſo ill of him, as they now pretend to do, they 
were criminal for continuing him in charge of the firſt office 
under the Britiſh empire, and for deſtroying at the time 
the authority of his office. They had the power of removing 
tüm by a ſhort bill, in any ten days from April to July, 

In the month of September 1783, a letter arrived from Mr, 
Haſtings, in which he expreſsly deſired the Court of Directors 
to'temove him, and to appoint a ſuccefſor. Of this letter no 
notice was taken; and in the month of November it was vety 
plainly diſcovered for what purpoſes Mr. Haſtings had been 
continued ſo many months in office. The Right Hon. Gentle - 
man (Mr. Fox) will allow, that I ſtate his argument fairly, 
when 1 ſay,” that when he introduced his celebrated bill on the 
18th'of November 1783, he grounded the neceſſity of that bill 
upon the miſmanagement of Mr. Haſtings, and upon his in! 
nc * 3 that there 

| K 2 were 
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were no hapes of. Future reformation without · a total overthrow 
of the privileges of the Company. The bill paſſed through this 


Houſen hut, thank God, was defeated in another. The nation 
reprobated the meaſure; and 1 call upon Gentlemen to declare, 
| whether, che mover of that bill was founded in his predictions 


as to the ruin, or the loſs of India, provided his bill, or one 
ſumilar to it, was not carried? Upon that occaſion, Sir, if I 
had been under any apprehenſion for Mr. Haſtings, I might at 
leaſt haue attempted to inſure his ſafety, and might have ſue- 
cceded ; ſor though it appears by an explanation between 4wo 
nen in 1786, that I was miſtaken; as to the extent of the 
— repens to have been made on the day that bill 
was brought in, (though it is remarkable that my public avowal 
of the tranaRion, with my name ſigned to that avowal, was 
made a very. few days after it happened, and was never contra- 
dicted by any man openly, or anonymouſly ;) yet it will be al- 
lowed, that if I had been under apprehenſions for Mr. Haſtings, 
and had met the Hon. Gentleman who opened the charge 
yeſterday, he might have loſt that opportunity of diſplaying his 
wonderful talents. and aſtoniſhing eloquence. , I have now, Sir, 
ſtated the grounds upon which the preſent proſecution. ſtands. 
That the ſervices of Mr. Haſtings have been great and im- 
portant; that thoſe who now proſecute him, protected him in 
1776, and continued him in office when the power of removal 
was in their hands in 1783; and that the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man who-originally moved his recal, has publicly expreſſed his 
ſatisfaction that he was defeated in that point, are facts of im- 
ann ory to be known to this ork and. to the 
public, 20 Fi | 
"The HongGendeman (Mr. Francis) * ated to Ps cas, 
mittee the ſhare. he had in the original demand made upon the 
Begum ;': and he. has ſaid, that he gave his opinion on the im- 


dropriety of a woman, immured in a ſeraglio, preſuming to tall 
oF; appointing «miniſters, and governing . kingdoms ; but chat, 


u doing, be rather. nne at Mr. Haſtings than th 
mow | 4 ſubje& 
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ſubject then in debate. It would have been tat bud caddid if 
he had added what follows inchis minute. Witluruſpoct to re 
« oeiving her into the-provinces, I ſhall have ho bbjvction, pro 
« vided ſhe can obtain the Nabob's oonſentʒ without-rliary 
& ſhe can have no right ta remove the immenſe wealth 
poſſeſſes, or even her o perfor, out of N Aminen 
1 appeal to any Gentleman in the Commiftec to deterditne 
whether, if the Hon. Gentleman who wrote tif minute twp 


pany's guarantee, ſome power remained in the Nabob. Why 
ſay ſhe had no tight th remove the immenſe wealth ſnhe poſſeſſecꝭ 
without his permiſſion, if all future olaimt) were, given 1uph 
Her eunuch, Behar Ally Cawn, had told Mr. Briſto w, it way 
amaſſed/ to provide againſt an emergentÿÿ „ ö 
It will be impoſſible to follow. the; Hon. Gentleman wh 
opened this charge. All I ſhall-prefume to! attempt will bey 
to detail very ſhortly what as our ſituation in Oude in tho 


year 1781, what reduced us to that ſrtuation andthen to con! 
ſider whether Mr. Haſtings was juſtifiable in conſenting: firſt. 


to the reſumption of the en and eee 
of the treaſures. bund 40 2G 2 * 

In one point Wwe al ne the en or Obe; 
from, having been in:a ſtate of proſperity, was reduced to very 
great diſtreſs. I aſſert that this diſtreſs was brought upon 
the country by meaſures, in which Mr. Haſtings not only 
had no concern, but, as the Gentleman who carried them into 
effett, obſeryed to the Court of Directors, whieh he oppoſed 
in; every ſtage : The Treaty of Benates of 197, was merely 
2 modification: of the Treaty concluded at Allahabad in 2768. 


By the Treaty of Benares, Sujah Dowlah war to pay two 
lacks, and ; 10, 00 tupees a month for a brigade of Britiſh 


Troops, when doing duty in his dominions j and;when Sujah: 

Dowlah died in Febtuary 1775 Mt, Haſtings as of opinion 

that no new. Treaty ſhould be made. The majority, Meſirs; 

VER 8 determined otherwiſe, and 
| K 3 7 _ 


January 1776, did not oondei ve that, notwithſtanding che Cont? 
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and Ghazepare,. and an addition of ſix lacks of rupees a year, 
to the ſormer ſubſidy. Mr. Haſtings then predicted, as may 
de ſeen. in the fifth Report of the Secret Committee; that theſe 
ennditions. could never be — eaday were incon- 
den with. armer Treaties. . es fo e ie 
.- When Swah Dowlak died, in 1 
vight-to- twelve months in arrear, and there was a very con- 
fderadle fur due to the Eat India Company. I refer Gen- 
temen to the correſpondence of Mi. Beiſſow in ·thoſe : days, 
1 prove the wretched and miſerable Nate of the Nabob's 
goverament. Ia October 1775, be applied for Britiſh Officers | 
to canmand his troops; theſe were granted, and were un- 
doubtedly the ſource of additional difiteſs to his ſihances. 
With-regard to the oppreſſions ſaid to have been committed! in 
Oude, and the plunder of that country. by Britiſh Officers, 
In totally ignorant of the fubject; ſor myſelf I ſhould | 
have: no obhection to proclaim the amount of rhe fortune I 
acquired in Indiato-morrow morning st Oharing Croſs. And l 
enn „that in marehing in the command of a ſmall 
detachment through a part of Oude, in the year 1773, the ut- 
moſt that I received was a few:bullocks and a few ſheep, which 
-were ſent to me by Sujal: Dowlah; but that the avowed, and 
fair advantages of Officers ſerving in Oude, on the Vizier's efta- 
bliſhment, were-infigitely ſuperior: to any that were cnjoyedby 
Ofiicers..in. aur on provinces, is a fact of public notoriety, 
and cannot be inentioned as 2 reflection upon any one. The 
pay of che monthly ſublidy, for the regular brigade of the 
corps under Britiſh Ofßoers, of the Nabob's ſeparate m 
eſtabliſhment, added to the enormous amount A ee al 
pences, dad greatly deraoged his affairs, that the country 
-was preciſely in the fate which Mr. Briſtow repreſents on-tbe 
22d of January, (1777, and from that day 1 date Mr. Haſtings's 
reſponſibilitq to commence, I earneſtly entrest Gentlemen to 
fead + they will fee how truly 
* ä 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Haſtings's prophetic appretietifions werefulfited; His B 
meaſure was to propoſe to the Nabob, either to withdraw the 


Britiſh Officers from his ſervice,” or to canſent to their being 


put upon the ſame eſtabliſhment with: our own army, and to 
be relieved at ſtated periods, by other battalions. To this ur- 
rangement the Nabob conſented, not was it attended with any 
4 additional expence to him. The Nubob's dominions continued 
in 1797, and 1778, in the ſame ſtate a in the two preceding 
years. The debt when Mr. Middleton took charge was ſeventy 
lacks of rupees, and was never diminiſhed until finally liquidated 


1779, the Nadob wrote a very ſtrong complaint to Calcutta; 
of the injuries he ſuſtained by the weight of out demands 
upon him; but what is pretty ſingular, and to which I truſt 
Gentlemen will for a moment attend, he added, that the dif- 


ficulties he then laboured under, he experienced for three 


years, that is, from the firſt adoption of a ſyſtem in which 
quence of which ſyſtem he had predicted. In the year 1780, 
the Nabob renewed his complaint; but it is perfectly clear, 
that at either of theſe . Lace 
withdrawn the Britiſh troops from his dominions. 

In the following year, 1781, MrcHnſtinge mer the Nabob 


at Chunar : to this time he had. protected the-Begum in the 


poſſeſſion, of all her rights, under the Company's guarantee. 


ing circumſtances ſeems to be allowed. Upon that ſubject, 


therefore, I ſhall ſay nothing. It has already been moſt ably 


and the circumſtance to be proved; in order to juſtify that 


meaſure, is, that the Begums by themſelves and their agents, 
did openly encoutage the levy of troops for the ſervice of Cheyt 
Sing, and were in = ſtate re py ee ng 
D r run 
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A Ts latter of Mr. Middletotnto:My Haſtings, datei the 
iyth oft October, 1781, mins full. and complete inſor-, 
mation, ſufſic ent, in myopiuion, to fix this poipt beyond, 
diſpute, ches the. Begums, and their Eunuchs, Jewar and 
Behat. Ally Cawn, Mid publicly raiſe tioops fur the ſervice of 
Cheyt Sing, in the month of September, 178 1, and that they, 


vere aa tivwe and as hoſtile to The. Btitiſn - intereſt, at that 


particular and inteteſting - heriad. as their -Etuations- would 
enable them to be. Thecibettan fads mentioned in Mr. 
Middleton's letter; were-fterw/ards: confumed by the depoſi-; 
nons of Cglenel Hapnay, Captain Walliams, Captain Gordon, 
aud Major Macdonald, as well ag by the depobtigns of ſeveral 
patize-Officers under their command Lo theſe ate oppoſcd,, 
the lettets of Colonel Hannay i and Captain Gordon, ach now- 
ledgigg their obligations to:ihe Begum for relieving Captain 
Gordon when in great, diſtreſꝭ at Tanda. Clone Haonay: 
is no maren but Captain Goiden was ip England: laſt years 
and is ſo ſtill. I believe, It. ig an extraordigaty circumſtance. 
that he was never called. before.uabe. Committee, ſince a ſtreſe 

pas been laid upom that letteri=which it never - appeared to me, 
to deſerue, and Captain, Gordon only can clear up the matter. 
That Colonel Hannay 8Retl with proper policy, in tempotiaing 
with the gegum at thaticritical moment, is allowed i but why 
her releaſe pf Capt. Goidouiſliauld be brought as. a. proof that. 
the was: pot.dilafieed te: tha. Rritihi Government, I cannot 


concei ye, for I do not find: ihat the Hou. Gentleman has at 


all attemgteg to ãnvalidate the depoſitions of Colonel Hannay. 
Theſe fte, dhat. his tops lere ſeduced. from; him on the 
8th of September, g . Vy2abad 3 that, his Sepoys were: 
not tao entet the tan; that troops were publicly 
raiſed therg;fox;Cheys Singe—and:in- his letter to, Mr. Middle- 
ton, of the, th of September, 1781, Colonel Hannay writes, 
chat the Brgums, themſely 


89 3 


6 


moſt recruited for Cheyt 

Sing. — Colonel Hannay alſo — That he. repreſented theſe. 

menten to the Begum, but could obtain no anſwer.— 
One 


. 
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One circumſtance in Colonel Hannay's depoſition is moſt ſin- 
gular and important; that a few days previous to his arrival at 
Fyzabad, a commander, named Shir Cawn, had marched” 
with a thouſand horſe and foot to reinforce Cheyt Sing.” Theſe 
troops are called Nujubs. It is depoſed by Cheyt Sing's 
ſecond Officer, that there were a. thouſand! Nujubs from 
Lucknow in Cheyt Sing's army and the Commanding Of- 
This. s a moſt material conſirmation ai Calenel Hannay's ac- 
count, for they are unqueſtionably the ſame : men, fince it is 
evident Cheyt Sings officer miſtook Lucknow: for: Fyzabad x 


a miſtake that might very naturally have happened. To the 


various depoſitions that were taken; in order to prove the 
reality of the Begum's ſhare in the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, 
may be added, the general opinion of every officer vcho was in 
that: part of India during the month of September, 1781. 
I declare, upon my honour, I have never yet met with an 
the truth of the depoſitions. I have been aſſured, that, by 
the daily reports of the Hircarrahs, who brought intelligence 
during the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, the road from Fyzabad to 
Benares was filled with troops raiſed by the Begum's Eunuchs. 
If it ſhould be obſerved, why was, not euidenet called to 
theſe, points by Mr. Haſtings ? I put ĩt to the honor and can- 
dor of Gentlemen, to conſider how the proſetution has been 
carried, on, ot if there, is any thing ſimilat to ĩt᷑ in Hiſtory ! 


137 


I could not laſt year obtain half an heur for the examination 


of a ſingle officer, Captain Williams excepted, whoſe evidence, 
delivered at the Bar, is moſt. important. The Hon. Gentleman 
who ſpoke yeſterday, talked much of ſuffering millions, and that 


the Britiſh, character in; India had materially ſuffered by this 


tranſaction. I deny both bis aſſertions, and I appeal to facts, 
which.are of more conſequence, I truſt, or will be ink few days, 
than mere declamation. Will the Hon. Gentleman point out a 
period, when the Britiſh character i in louis ſtood higher than 
G | immediately 
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immediately after that he alludes to, or than it does at the pre- 
ſeat moment ? lt is a ſingular cireumſtanoe, that, fo far from 
the Begum having ever complained of àn injury done to her, 
except what is ſtated. in ber letter to Mr. Briſtow, in October 
1582, ſhe vbluntarily conſented, as well as ber brother Salat 
Jung, in 278. to contribute a ſum of money, from the income 
of cher jaghire, in order to enable the Nabob Vizier to liqui- 
. date: bis- debt t che Company. It is now two years ſince 

Mr. Haſtingt reſigned the' Government of Bengal. Has a) 
complaint been tranſmiteed againſt him from the Begum, or 
framiany perſdn in India? Where are the millions, the ſuf. 
fering millions, which the Hon. Gentleman alludes to? | 
appeal to facts, to prove that, in no petiod of the Hiſtory of 
India, was Bengal iti a mort flouriſhing ſtate, or the revenues 
botter col leſted, dr with ſo little ſeverity, as during the height 
O. che late wỹr. The Hon. Gentleman has been very profuſe 
of his cenſures ; but I would aſk him, and ũ put it to the good 
ſienſe of this Houſe, to ſay in what part of the world has the 
Britiſn character been bettet ſuſtained than in India, dating 
the. late wur. A-Briziſh Officer will ever be a teſpectable cha- 
raQtery ſerve where be wilt; but where have our officers ſerved 
Vith equal ſucceſs as in India, during — or wied 
ſo much ſubſtantial:ſervieo to the eountr / * 
Tn Hon. Gentleman has dwelt upon points uren 
foreign td che Charge aguinſt Mr. Haſtings.—-It is in evidence, 
that not only Mr. Haſtings could have no concern in the di- 
ſireſſes of the women ofthe Khord Mahal, but that rio'Enyliſh 
| Gentlemen had at any time the {lighteſt concern with the 
Zenana. . Majot Gilpin, whe happened to be at Fyzabad 
vhen the unſortunate women immuted in it were in fo much 
diſtreſe did what I am ſure every Britiſh Officer would have 
done dm the fame occaſon. He applied fot relief, and he ob- 
tained it; but it is remarkable that theſe diſtreſſes were not 
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With W ind Behar Ally Caun, 
it is alſo a fact, thut the ſverities practiſed to etal eur 
to pay the money they bad ſtipulated to pay, were never dm. 
mupiksted to Mr. Haſtings, or the Council; untff after thetr 
feledſe in Ofober, 1982, and them the 
been ſent us incloſures in © letter, were entered upbn the con- 
fukratioins ; but that they were never real by any ole Member 
of tde Boatd, is evident, (Mr. Haſtings was nt tft time gra- 
dually re. from u very dangerous ilttiefs,) fince, oh the 
3d of March; 1783, the Whole Bedrd; Mr. HiRtings, Sir 
—— Wheler, Mr. Macpherſom, aud Mir. Stables, 
wrote to Mr. Briſtow, to know what had been done rclattbe 
to the recovery of the balance, and they ordered that" the theft 
effeual means ſhould de taken for the imme dintb recovery bf 
it. On receiving Mr: Briſto ws reply to this letter, in which 


he refers them to his former 'account, fo — 


taken 3" dey doit lowichar the Shounce fer e 
to this day. fe rib og Ian A $6499 965 10 


Having mentioned theſe cireumſtaners, I now come to take 
notier of the arguments of the Hon. Gentleman on the con- 


traditions that appear in the face of Mr. Haſtingss Defence, 
which in one inftance is very material: but in effectualfy 
clearing Mr. Haſtings from this charge; I am uffaid 1 ſhalt 
incur the riſk- of bfinging another upon him; 1 meun the 
chatge'of diſreſpect to me Houſe. If it t comſtdered, how: 
ever; that when tie petitioned to be Heard, M wife rity 
make to every Charge in'five days, it will feareely be expectet 
that he had not ſome affiſtance Indeed, he has ſaill ſb In the 


beginging of his reply to this Charge. After faying this,” 1 


do now declare, upon my honour, that Mr. Huſtings neither 


wrote, nor read, dhe Reply to this Chirge; it was very 


curſsrily vead to Mm by me, and the ind6draty in it eſcaped | 


his attention and my own. He added u very few lines, 
in hich ue Intecurtey/apprath 3 ud in ag fie N was 
read 


partictlars having 
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read, to the Hoyſe;+ After having ſaid the, it: will mot be 
difficult moſt effeRtuzlly. to explain) this error. E 


Mx. Haſtings's defence ſtates as ong reaſon ſor ſeiaing the. 


Begyma's tregfures,;thax ſhe had. reſiſted; che: reſumption. of het 
Jaghires with an armed forex. | No ſuch argument was'ever 
urged by Mr, Haſtings., Whether the,, Committee ſhall deter. 
mine for or zhim, the, fact. is clear, that he has at all 
times ayowed, that he. ſtrenuouſly encouraged; and ſupported 
the, Nabob, jp ſeizing the Begym's, eaures,qig onſequence of 
theaGys; part ſhe toqk in the, inſurregion or Benares,” 1 jm- 
plors Gemlemen to-read Mr. Hlaffingsle, Jetter throughout, 
and, they wilt bnd this is the / only ground: he erer "took f. but 
the way in which. the miſtake appeared, iti is very eaſy to ex- 
plain. Mr. Haſtings conſental to the ſeiaure of the Regum's, 
treaſures; on the iſt a: December, 195 Uu. and viſbed it $0 be 


wrote. with the, greateſt earneſtneſs, to: Mr. Middleton upon its 
in the courſe of the month of December, and threatened; to 
$949, Lucknom bimſelf, unleſs Mr. Middleton, would accom- 
Pliſh, this, paint. The, xhole:month of. December palled.oyer, 
anq it was not until the g th. of January, that the Nabob, and 
Mr. Middleton had arrived at Eyzabad.. In che interval. be- 
tween the ad of. December, and the 8th of January, ordęts had 
beep iſſued for, the geſſimptien af the. jaghire, and. reſiſted, 
which the Nabob, 


that-weaſure,, was, originally taken, upon 


one ground, and, one, 


ground ans merely the ſhare the. Begums had, in the inſur- 


rection, of Obeyt ding 3,0f this his. corceſpandence with Mr- 
1 ine the- month of Decembet, giyes moſt ar 
proof. In Mr, Haſtings's letter to.the Board of the 234 
nuary, I 835 he lays, This reſolution {to ſeine, the C 
ſures), T 508 Rxepuguſly, engouraged, and ſupported; n 
much for reaſons ff ved by the Nahob, as begguſe I thiok 


it equally unjuſt and impolitic that they ſhould be allowe! 
| getan, 


{ 


| 


afjgned:as 2 reaſon for, ſeizing his mather's, 
 trealures.;, hut; My. Haſtings's encquragement and, ſypport.of 
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retain.the mgans, of, which they have already, made ſo. perni- 
cious a uſe, by exciting, diſturbances. in the country, and a 
revolt. againſt the Nabob their ſovereign,” In my evidence 
before the ſelect Committee i in the month of February, 178g, 
1 ſtated clearly and diſtinciy, that the treaſures of the Begums 
were ſeiaed, as far as Mr. Haſtings was concerned in it, in 
conſequence of their rebellion, during the inſurrection of 
Cheyt Sing. In the Game light the Court of Directors under- 
ſtood it moſt undoubtedly, as appears by their, letter to Ben- 
gal, where they ſay, that if it ſhall appear they were not con- 
cerned in the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, their Jaghires ſhall be 
reſtored to them. In. Mr. Haſtings's inſtructions to Mr. 
Briſtow, dated the 224. October, 1782, he ſays, . The ſeve- 
tities, which bave been exerciſed towards the Begums, were 
moſt juſtly, merited by the advantages which they took of the 
uoubles in which I was perſonally involyed laſt year.” —In 
ſhort, Mr. St. John, there are a thouſand incontrovertible 
proofs that Mr. Haſtings had never the moſt diſtant idea of 
grounding his. conſent. to the ſeizure of the treaſures on the 
reſiſtance made by the Begums to the reſumption of the jag» 
hires; nor was it ever ſo underſtood by the Directors at home, 
or by the Begum in India, ſince ſhe herſelf, in her letter. to Mr. 
Briſtow, ſays, ** The conſpiration now framed an accuſation 
againſt me, of a conduct which I never had conceived. eyen. in 
idea, of rendering aſſiſtance to Rajah Cheyt Sing. Fa 
Mr. Haſtings arrived in Calcutta on the 5th of February, 
825 and an the 13th, by the ſame veſſel that. carried, his 
narrative,. and the depoſitions, the Governor-General.,.and 


Council write, ce In order to puniſh the Begums for thisdaring 


il, conduct, (reſſſting the reſumption of the jaghires}| the 
Nabob., reſalved to ſeize her wealth,” and the paragraph-is 
ſtrictly conſiſtent with, the fact, as it happened, Mr. Haſtings 
Nye his conſent to the meaſure on other grounds; the Nabob, 
from, what cauſe Mr. Haſtings, knew not, became .zelutantz 
at. length, after the Beg ym. had oppoſcd the raſumptiom of the 


voin jaghires, 


' 
* 
— hea tum — — — — r — k 
A - = - * . - —1 = . : 
* ' we n Probe OI 


— — 


a = . . — OR 


142 


PARLIAMENTARY Frl. f. 
ſaphires, de marched to Fyzabad, and the treafures were 
Teized 3. but the long reluctance of the Nabob, and the motive 
upon which be did reſume the bufinefs, after a month, 
Clay, do not at Al affect the conſiſteney of Mr. Haſtingy's 
cclarations, which; whatever the determination of the Con. 
mittee may be upon the Charge, were uniform, that the ſhare 
the Begums had in the inſurrection of Cheyt Sing, juſtified 
bim in encouraging and ſupporting the Nabob in ſeizing bet 
treafures, at the fame time he took effectual care that the) 


| ould be applied to the liquidation of the Company's debt, 
Every Gentleman eonverfant with the mode of doing bufine 


in India, knows that the Secretary draws up the general letter, 
which is afterwards ſubmitted for correction or alteration to 
the ſeveral members of: the Council. As the letter alluded to 


was dated fo very early after Mr. Haſtings's return to Calcutt, 


its highly probable hat this particular paragraph was writte 
deſore his arrival; but when you have before you his own 


5 Jetter to be Council of che 22d of January, 1782, his inftruc- 


tions to Mr. Briſtow in 1782, the Begum's tetter'to Mr. Briſ. 
row. of the dame month, the Court of Directors“ orders to 
Bengal of 1783, and whe univerſal} notoriety of the fact, no 
man Yving can ſappoſe*that Mr. Haſtings ever for a moment 
thought'of thifring che "ground upon which he had withdrawn 
f the Company from the Begum. That ground 


| he publickly ackriowtedged, and the Directors perſecuy un. 


derſtood it. © Why the Nabob, who gave his conſent on the 
2d'of December to'the meaſure, afterwards drew'back, is not 
known to this day; but when he did refume his intention, it 


Vas becauſe they had reſiſted his reſumption of the jaghires. 


Having explained the motives upon which Mr. Haſting 
acted, and having ſatisfactorily, J hope, accounted to the Com- 
mittee for the inſufficiency of verbal evidence at the bar of the 
Houſe during the Taft Seffion, I now defire to call the atten- 
tion of the Gentlemen oppoſite to me, to the arduous ſitua- 


tion of India, at the time theſe events occurred; and T am tl 
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gloſs is thrown upon the ſingle circumſtance of Mr, Haſtings 
b baving, in the midſt of his difficulties at Chunar, effected a 
. ſebarate peace with. Madagee Sindia, which in its conſequences = 
pm. reſtored peace to India at a more diſtant period. I can aſſinm 
moſt ſafely, that there never was a period of hiſtory in which 
apy empire upon earth was in a more precarious ſtate than tha 
Britiſh empire in India, from the month of October 1780, to 
the beginning of the year 1783; and that the me/b critical 
time, even of that momentous period, was preciſely at the 
inſtant when Mr. Haſtings ſtrenuouſiy encouraged and ſup- 
ported the Nabob in ſeizing the treaſures in his mother's poſs 
ſeflion, for the liquidation of the Company's debt. Whatever 
Gentlemen may think in theſe days of tranquillity, warmed 
and animated as they have been, andi ſtill are by the eloquence 
of the Honourable Gentleman, the time of cool reflection will 
come, and then they will. be convinced that, India was ſaved by 
. recovery, in the month of January 1782, of the debt due 
o the Eaſt-India Company by the Nabob. . I do not defige the 


aka} thigfat tore penny; —— round | 
> prove it. 


In the mh af Shpkimban, 1780, the 8 
eived in Calcutta, that Hyder Ally Can bad defeated Colos 
Baillie's detachment, and that Bir Hedor Munro had found. 
t neceſſary firſt to retreat tothe Mount, and from the nge o Man 
Iras. In chat ſituation, men, money, and proviſions were re- 
quired from Beogal, in order to fave the Carnatic. But this 
not all; at the fame time accounts were received that a 
ery ſtrong armament was expected from the iſland of Mauri- 
ius, and from France, to co- operate with Hyder Ally. This 
rmament arrived the following, month of January, conſiſting. 
if ſeven fail of the line, with frigates, and a number of French 
oops. Vety fortunately, and very unexpeRedly,. and very 
en this formidable force under Mr. D'Orves, re- 
theurned to the * The Right 

1 Honourable 


. Honourable Gentleman below me (Mr. Dundas) has allowed, 
upon various occaſions, that to the ſpirited exertions of Mr. 
Haſtings in October, 1780, we are indebted for the preſerva- 


in England, he gave to the Court of Directors a moſt gloomy 
account of the ſtate of affairs in India; but ſearcely, I allow, 


the head of a Mahratta army at Cuttack, which had marched 


| broke the confederacy that had been formed againſt us; a ſer- 
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tion of the | Carnatic. The Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Francis) quitted India in December 1780; and on his arrival 


exceeding in reality the deſperate ſtate in which he left us, 
Sir Eyre Coote got ſafe to Madras with 'a reinforcement -of 
men, money, and - provifions. I defire Gentlemen to read 
what his repreſentations. were. He wrote to Mr. Haſtings and 
the Council, that his army muſt in future be paid, and fed from 
Bengal; and even with every affiſtance that could be afforded 
bim, the iſſue would be exceedingly daubtful. At this ſame 
moment, Chimnagee Booſla, the ſon. of Moodagee, was at 


for the avowed purpoſe of invading Bengal. This ſtorm Mr, 
Haſtings averted by the: payment of ſixteen lacks of rupees, 
and by ſo doing, he withdrew Moodagee from the confede- 
tacy. Le ſecuretl thei uimoleſted march of Colonel Pearce at 
the head of ten battalions of ſepoys, who joined Sir Eyre 
Coote-befbre the ſecond action with Hyder, and he effectually 


vice ſor avbich.he was: icondemied in the year 1982, by a te- 
ſolution of this Houſe, but which every rational man now 
ſpeaks of wich the ſame applauſe that an honourable and learned 
Getleman (Mr. Anſtruther) ſpoke of it in October, 1782, at 
a General Court. All the money that could be borrowed 
upon bond, was borrowed previous to Mr. Haſtings's departure 
from Cem in: July, 1481,” when he proceeded to Be- 
nares. Our funds were yarns vn; the e ae be 

a wins $26 © 1 4 
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kept up by loans; and in the month of November, 1781, 
when it was abſolutely neceſſary to ſend a conſiderable ſupply 
of money to Sir Eyre Coote, the Council in Calcutta, Mr. 
Wheler, and Mr. Macpherſon, could not complete the ſum 
from the public treafury, but upon the credit of a principal 
native in Calcutta, borrowed five lacks of rupees, which was 
repaid from the firſt collections. In Oude, the army was fix 

months in arrears. The brigade at Cawnpore was very con- 
ſiderably in arrears, ſo was Colonel Muir's army in the Mah- 
ratta country, and vaſt ſupplies were required at Madras and 
Bombay. Mr. Haſtings knew that Mr. Suffrein would be 
upon the coaſt early in 1782, and without the moſt ſtrenuous 
exertions, India was loſt for ever to Great-Britain. Impor- 
tant as was the peace with Madagee Sindia, at the time it- 
took place, I affirm that thoſe know nothing of India who 
afſert, that that event alone deprived Mr. Haſtings of the plea 
of neceſſity for the ſtrong meaſure he adopted, if that had been 
his plea ;—but whether the ſeizure of fifty-five lacks of rupees 


was juſtifiable on the plea of neceſſity, or whether it is not to 


be defended on either ground, of this I am certain, and every 
man who knows any thing of India thinks with me, that 
fity-five lacks of rupees were not to be procured by any other 
means, and that without ſuch a ſeaſonable ſupply, we might at 
this moment be debating how Mr. Haſtings ſhould be im- 
peached for lofing India. Let me again remind the Com- 
mittee of a former ſpeech of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man's (Mr. Dundas,) „“ That God knew how Mr. Haſtings 
managed, but be did manage ſomehow or other to raiſe mo- 
ney, and without money the empire in India muſt have been 
loſt.” Gentlemen ſhould conſider, that we cannot do in India 
as a Miniſter does in Great-Britain. We cannot borrow a 
hundred millions upon the ſtrength of taxes, which are to be a 


clog upon our remoteſt poſterity. Our empire in India muſt 


be preſerved by the exertions of the moment, proportioned to 


| the danger of the moment z ; and the Wen nn 
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as he advances in Oriental knowledge, will diſcover, that the 
man who ſhrinks from reſponſibility, will loſe a diſtant empire, 
Probably it will never happen to me to be upon ſervice, or in 
a command of any conſequence ; but I proteſt I ſhould go out 
with ſome degree of uneaſineſs, after the doctrines that have 
been advanced. I have ever underſtood that circumſtances 
may ariſe, which would render it meritorious even to plunder a 
Moſque, or a Zenana. _ 

Gentlemen talk very finely in this Houſe what Mr. Haſtings 
ought to have done; that if the neceflity had been ſo great as 
I have ſtated, he ſhould have got money equally from different 
people But how, or from whom? — The Nabob owed us a 
million ſterling We had borrowed in Bengal every rupee 
which could be procured—He had neither funds nor credit 
beyond a certain extent—His mother was known to have more 
than a million, which her eunuch had ſtated, was a treaſure 
accumulated for an emergency—a ſlate emergency—What-then 
was the queſtion? Had her conduct been of ſuch a nature as to 
juſtify Mr. Haſtings for permitting the Nabob to ſeize this 
money f for the Company's uſe, when the exiſtence of the Britiſh 
empire depended upon it ? 

Before I fit down, permit me to ſay a l Mr. St. 
John, on the pathetic manner in which the Hon. Gentleman 
has painted the diſtreſſes of che eunuchs Behar and Juwar Ally 
Cawn. I do aſſure that Hon. Gentleman, that I have ſeen 
ſcenes of diftreſs in my own country far exceeding any that I 
have ſeen in India, except during the year of the dreadful 
famine in Bengal, i in 1770 : but with regard to the ſeverities 
uſed for the recovery of debts in England, if he will viſit the 
King's Bench, or the Fleet Priſon, he will find ſcenes of woe 
that would wring the heart of man, and far, very far indeed 
excecding any hardſhips that were ſuſtained by theſe eunuchs. 
I. allow that the cuſtom of impriſoning for debt is a horrid one, 
if it could be avoided ; but it is a notorious ſact, that men of 
great property in India will ſubmit to a confinement for months, 

and 
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and to every ſpecies of indignity, if by fo doing they can avoid 


the payment of their debts. I beg pardon of the Committee 


for having detained them ſo long. Much of the Hon. Gentle- 


man's ſpeech has eſcaped me: but he was almoſt as ingenious, 
though leſs eloquent on a former occaſion; I mean in the 


debate relative to the Dehli negociations. Later information 
muſt have convinced him, that all his in ingenious reaſoning at 


that time yielded to the matter of fact, which was, as I plainly 
Rated, that Major Browne had concluded nd treaty with tlie 


'Mogul. The preſerit queſtion is perfectly clear, in my 


opinion. Mr. Haſtings, acting from undoubted information, 
took a ſtrong meaſure relatiye to the Begums, and procured in 


one month a payment of fifty- five lacks for the Company. If 


the Houſe of Commons of Great Britain ſhould be of a different 
opinion, I hope they will, in their juſtice, repay this money to 


the Begum, which, with the intereſt upon it, will amount to 


a million ſterling; arid that they will applaud Mr. Haſtings 
for an act which preſerved India to Great Britain. 


I muſt beg leave to mention one circuniftance more which 


has been moſt unfairly ſtated, and the moſt unwarrantable in- 
ference drawn from it. Mr. Haſtings, in September, 1782, 


received a preſent of ten lacks of rupees in bills frbm the Nabob 
and his miniſters, drawn upon the houfe of Gopaul Doſs, the 
firſt banking houſe in Hindoftan. "Though the bills were 


times, "aritft6 Armory Doſs, the head of the houſe, being then 
a ptiſoner with Cheyt Sing. By the firſt diſpatch, the Nancy, 
the ſame veſſel which carried Home Mf. Hiſtings's Narrative, 
he Rates the circumſtance to the Court of Directors: he applies 


the money ts their uſe ; and knowing they had on former oY 
caſions rewarded their ſervants, he has the preſumption t to alk 
them to conſider him, and to give him this money when they 

can better ſpate it. Here is the” plain matter of fact; and i it 


has not the fligtiteſt connexioi With the ſubſequent” ſeizure of 


the Beguiti's reeaſures ; nor was the money paid fem the pro- 
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duce of thoſe treaſures :* it was paid by bills 1 in Septem- 
ber, 1781, accepted at that time, paid by the banking houſe of 
Gopaul Doſs, and, in fact, as the money was received, it was 
carried to the Company's credit. | | 
There is but one other circumſtance that I ſhall mention to 

the Committee before I fit down, and a ſtrange ſtreſs is laid 
upon it. That the Court of Directors ſent an order to inquire 
into the guilt or innocence of the Begum at the time of Cheyt 
Sing's rebellion, and that Mr. Haſtings declined to carry that 
order into effect. The letter arrived in Cilcutta in Auguſt, 
1783, when the whole Council were ftrongly united againſt 
Mr. Haſtings, Mr, Wheler profeſſed his firm belief, that the 
Begums had been concerned in the rebellion, from. all the in- 
formation which he had. been able to obtain, from perſons 
perfectly impartial, but he propoſed an inquiry. There it 
refted, and at the end of twelve days Mr. Stables took it up. 
He propoſed, that the Reſident at Oude, and the Commanding 
Officer, ſhould be ordered to inquire into the truth of their 
diſaffection. Mr. Haſtings oppoſed it as unneceſſary, but 
ſaid, that if an inquiry was to be made, it ſhould be from all 
perſons capable of giving information. Mr. Macpberſon alſo 
oppoſed the inquiry, and profeſſed his conviction that they had 
taken an active and a hoſtile part againſt us during the rebellion 
of Cheyt Sing; but he propoſed that a letter ſhould be written 
to them, expreſſive of the favourable ſentiments of the Company 
towards them; and Mr. Macpherſon clearly ſtated, that the 
words of the Court of Directors letter, which he had conſtrued 
to be an order, did not appear ſo upon re- peruſal. Mr. Haſtings 
aſſigned unanſwerable reaſons why it would be improper to write 
ſuch a letter. Theſe were, that no complaint had ever been 
made by the Begums ; that they were then on very good terms 
with the Nabob, their ſon, and grandſon, and that ſuch an in- 
quiry could anſwer no one good end. Mr. Macpherſon gave 
up the point, and the Council, though all united. againſt 
* Haſtings, dropped it. e power to make the 

inquiry; 
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inquiry ; Mr. Haſtings deſired, if they did, that it might be 
from all perſons capable of giving evidence—they did not make 
it. There was no order from the Court of Directors to make 
it, according to their conſtruction of the letter, and it is plain 


nor the Board of Controul, ever thought of ſuch.an inquiry, 
from February, 1783, to this day. But I will tell you what 
they have done, Mr. St. John: the Court of Directors and 
the Board of Controul have fully approved of all Mr. Haſtings 
did in Oude, and they have poſitively” ordered, that his final 
arrangement with the Nabob Vizier ſhould be inviolably 
adhered to. — 


declaring, that he had, from the firſt of the Charges being 
agitated at all within thoſe walls, conſidered the matter as 2 
matter of a moſt ſerious and important nature, in which the 
honour and character of that Houſe, and the honour and cha- 
rater of the individual accuſed, were both deeply involved. 


greateſt temper, and not to decide in any one ſtage of the bu- 
ſineſs without having previouſly made the fulleſt inveſtigation 
of every fact ſtated in each particular charge, and a careful 
compariſon of the whole of the evidence adduced, with the 
facts charged, both in favour of the criminal at the Bar, and 
in ſupport of the accuſation laid againſt him; ſo that Gentle- 
men might give their votes upon the fulleſt conviction of their 
diſcharging their duty conſcientiouſly, honeſtly, and juſtly. 
He had the ſatis faction to know, that this had been the line of 
conduct that he hed purſued from the moment the ſub- 


ment, and as he had ever been of opinion, that the Charge 
relative to the princeſſes of Oude, was that of all others, that 
upon the face of it bore the ſtrongeſt marks of criminality and 
eruelty, ſo had he been peculiarly careful to guard againſt the 


* of every ſort, of prejudice, to keep his mind open 
W L 


they conſtrued it right, ſince neither the Court of Directors, 


It therefore behoved the Committee to deliberate with the 


je& had been firſt ſubmitted to the conſideration of Parliay 


3 and 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer next roſe, and began with Mr,W.Pitts 
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and fit for the reception of that which could alone fairly and 
conſcientiouſly eſtabliſh innocence or bring home conviction 
of guilt; and in orger the better to enable himſelf to decide 
with ſafety, he had with the utmoſt minuteneſs and attention, 
compared the Charge, article by article, with the evidence 
adduced at the Bar, in ſupport of each, and with the various 
minutes and letters that had been brought befare the Houſe, 
or were any where to be found within his reach. Happy, 
indeed, he declared himſelf, that the Committee had not 
obliged the debate to proceed the preceding evening, for be 
made no ſeruple to confeſs, that he was then prepared to give 
his ſentiments upon the Charge with much greater ſatisfaction 
to himſelf, than he could haye done the preceding night. Con- 
ſcious that he bad no other view in wiſhing for the adjourn- 
ment, than that every Gentleman, who meant to ſpeak upon 
the ſubject, muſt haye in common with himſelf, vis. an anxious 
deſire to enable himſelf to ſatisfy his own mind, by a cmpa- 


riſon of the different ſentiments he had heard that day with 


- each other, in the firſt inſtance, and with the opinions he had 
formed before, made him indifferent to thoſe ſuggeſtions that 
had been thrown out, as if there was ſome ſiniſter motive in 
his breaſt that prompted him to ſupport the queſtion of ad- 
Journment. He ſaid, he alluded not to any thing that had 
fallen from a Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, becauſe 
he _ not belieye that any thing that had come from him would 
bear ſuch a conſtruction; indeed, he was ſure if it would, the 
Right Hon. Gentleman would not have declared that he meant 
not to throw out ſuch an imputation. 

The Charge had been brought forward in a manner alto- 
gether ſo unprecedented as far as eloquence and abilities were 
concerned, that it was an additional reaſon for his feding him- 
ſelf happy at the interval and pauſe that had been afforded the 
Committee, ſincę it gave him an opportunity af caally weigh» 
ing and conſidering the arguments that came with ſuch irce- 
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troduced the Motion, and of examining them with mors 
ſcrupulous inveſtigation than he could poſſibly haye done, 
while he was under the immediate effect of the impreſſion 7 
had made upon him and upon the Committee in general ; and 

it was with great eaſe to himſelf that he could now riſe and 
declare, that the reſult of this deliberation would be a concur- 
rence with the queſtion ; but at the ſame time that he made 
that declaration, he thought it neceſſary to ſlay, that although 
for the reaſons he ſhould ſtate, he meant to vote with the Hon, 
Gentleman, yet be wiſhed it not to be underſtood, that he ac- 
ceded to the whole of the grounds of accuſation contained in 


the Charge, or the inferences that had been drawn from them, 


There were parts of the Charge, that ſa far from appearing 
to him to be matters of impeachment, he could ſcarcely agres 
to conſider them as matters of accuſation. But concurring as 
far as he did, he ſhould be aſhamed if he did not ſtate the rea» 
ſons. upon which he had formed his opinion, and that he would 
do, in as few words as poſſible. In the firſt place, he ſhould 
lay 'wholly out of the caſe all the unneceſſary articles of the 
Charge, and come at once to the great fact, that of permit- 
ting the zeſumptian of the Jaghires ta the Naboh Viſier Aſoph 
Ul Dowlah. He entered here into a clear diſtinction of the 
degree in which this fact differed from all the others of the 
Charge, and pointed out how far it was, or was not a ground 
of accuſation, He ſpoke of the Treaty entered into by Mr. 
Briſtow in 1776, and traced all the ſubſequent proceedings with 
the Nabob, down to the Treaty af Chunah, pointing out the 


fituation in which the Company ſtood as guarantee of the 


Treaty in both inſtances, and expatiating with great warmth and 
energy of the nature and duties of that ſituation, He next 
mentioned the ſeizing upon the Treaſures of the Begums, as 
the ill greater and more important part of the accuſation z 


and, in order that the Committee might the more preciſely | 


underſtand the circumſtances that tended to confirm its deing 
> * Weicht, 2s 2 matter of cximigal Charge, he called 
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; . attention to the particular period of time in which it was 
| Kcft mentioned, that in which proceedings of any ſort took 
-place upon it, and that when it was carried into execution. 


| —— He ſtated the difference between the two facts, the re- 


ſumption of the jaghires, and the ſeizing upon the Begum's 
Treaſures, and ſaid, he greatly feared, it would be found that 
the latter meaſure was never thought of till the former was 
about to take place, and, that no good cauſe could be aſſigned 
to juſtify the latter's having been executed. This he was the 
ror apt to believe, as it appeared to him, that the complaint 

e Begums being in reſiſtance on account of the taking 


n could not be true, as the fact would turn out that 
the Treaſures were firſt ſeized. He contended, that as to the 
reſumption of the jaghires, there were ſituations in which 


that might be juſtified; in a country, with a free conſtitution 


like Great Britain, they all knew that grants of the Crown, 


and even the private freehold of an individual, could in certain 


caſes be taken away; and ſurely principles of juſtice that 


would apply here, might without any violence apply in a coun- 
try, the conſtitution of which was not ſo free. He inſtanced 
the patent places in the Auditor of the Impreſt's Office 


lately aboliſhed, and a variety of other patent places that had 
been aboliſhed, where it was thought they ſtood in the way of 
public convenience, In Scotland the heretable juriſdictions 
bad been in like manner deſtroyed ; and ſo in India upon an 


equivalent given, the public convenience might require that 


the jaghires ſhould be reſumed ; indeed when it was conſi- 


dered that the diſturbances of Oude had been notoriouſly 


owing to the number of independent jaghireſhips ; as a mea- 
ſure of vigour, and to reſtore Government to its authority, 
ſuch a ſtep, as he had before ſaid, on grounds of policy and 
public ſafety, might be juſtifiable. Having very clearly eſta- 


bliſhed this, he returned to the ſecond great point, the fact 
of having ſeized the Begum's treaſures, which he dwelt on 
for ſome time, There ed he ſaid, two views, in either of 
which 
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which it was poſlible to make out a Defence for Mr. Haſtings, 
provided it were in his power to eftabliſh the grounds of juſti- 
fication, One was, if it could be made out that Mr. Haſtings 
had ſeized them as a fine or forfeiture, with a view to penal 


proſecution, and as an example of juſtice; the other, the 


ground of ſtate neceſſity: but, as that was a plea of infinitely 
greater latitude than the other, ſo it required to be the more 
clearly aſcertained and eftabliſhed, With regard to the firſt, 
had they been ſeized with a view to puniſhment, as an example 
of neceſſity, the ſeizure muſt have been preceded by a proceſs, 
and have gone through ſome forms, becauſe judicial proceed- 
ings had their indiſpenſible forms in all countries, however 
different the forms of judicial proceedings might be in one 
country to what they were in another, The other view, that 
of ſtate neceſlity, was a view that called for nice aſcertain- 


ment; the ſize of the emergency muſt be proved, or at leaſt it 


muſt be proved that Mr. Haftings either ſaw, or thought he 
ſaw, a ſtorm gathering round him, and he was bound to make 
that out fully and ſufficiently. Having ſtated theſe two ways, 
in- which the ſeizure of the treaſures might be defended, 
Mr. Pitt argued each with infinite ability, and put them into 
a variety of different lights ; but he ſaid it was clear, that in 
the caſe of Mr. Haſtings, there was not the futallels trace of 
either to be diſcovered, 


With regard to the report of the Begums having' been in 


rebellion, he ſaid, the letter that firſt led at all to ſuch an 
idea, was a letter written by Mr. Middleton, and dated Oc- 
tober 17,1781, which, upon the face of it, appeared to be 
highly in favour of Mr. Haſtings. He read the words he al- 
juded to, and mentioned, that it was written juſt aſter Mr. 
Middleton had returned from Chunar, where he had been with 


Mr. Haſtings, and contained ſome copies of letters from Co- 


Jonel Hannay, &c. In this letter of Colonel Hannay, it was 
hinted that there were reaſons to ſuſpect that there was a ge- 
neral plan of treachery on foot: no farther notice, however, 

| | was 
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was taken of this for ſome weeks, and then afterwards an order 
was ſent to Mr, Middleton to inſtitute an enquiry ; but jt was 
rewarkable, that an order to carry the ſeizure of the treaſure 
into execution was ſent at the ſame time, Mr. Pitt com- 
mented on theſe facts, and upon the affidavits annexed to 
Mr. Haſtings“ s pamphlet, ſtating what material information 
was to be ſound in thoſe affidavits, He reaſoned upon the bare 
poſſibility, but groſs improbahility, of the Regums being in 
rebellion, and mentioned the preſervation. of Captain Gordon 
at the expreſs inſtance of the Begum, as an incontrovertihle 
oof of the attachment of that princeſs to our intereſts. | Mr, 
Pr | particularly animadverted on the time at which this event 
happeneg, and owned that he had been inclined to believe, 
that the circumſtance took its rife in affected leniiy, having 
underſtood that news had reached the Begums of the RY 
aſpect of our affairs, juſt before Capt. Gordon's danger, and 
that they, in conſequence, were anxious to Wear away the 
remembrance of their. treacherous intentions as ſoon as poſ⸗- 
fible, and therefore gladly ſeized on the occaſion of affording 
Pots dien! to Capt. Gordon; but all this opinion, he ſaid, he 
was now fully ſatisfied had been erroneous and ill-founded : 
be now knew that the Begums, fo far from, at that time, 
thinking our affairs wore a proſperous appearance, were not 
undeceived as to the report of Mr, Haſtings's diſaſter ang cap- 
tivity at Benaxes ; their pure zeal and attachment therefore 


was unqueſtionable, and, that once admitted, all doubt of 


their being ready to join, or in actual confederacy againſt us, 


with Cheyt Sing, was in the higheſt degree improbable. 


Having put this very ſtrongly, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ſaid, one circumſtance was a conſiderable aggravation 
of the fact of ſeis ing the treaſures of the Begums, and that 
was, the making the Nabob the inſtrument: a ſon the inſtru- 
ment of robbing his mother With regard to the manner of 
ſizing the treaſures and perſons of the Begums, and the cruel- 
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Mr. Haſtings enticely, finge there was no evidence to prove 
that he either took any aQiye part in enforcing either, or knew. 
any thing about them, Angther circumſtance theze was that be 
conſidered again as an aggravation of the crime of Mr. Haſtings, 
and that was, his ſtifling the order of the Court of Directors, his 
maſters, when they ſent over an order for a teyiſion of the gro- 
ceedings at Fyzabad. That enquiry Mr. Haſtings prevented. — 
Mr. Pitt declared he agreed with Mr. Sheridan in many parts af 


his argument, in ſome of which he had given him a new view of 


particular tranſactions; but there was one thing that marked his 
ſpeech that he thought rather wrong, and if he had nat perceived 
that it aroſe from real feeling, he ſhould have endeavoured tohave 
checked him at the moment: he alluded, be ſald, ta dhe too 
great warmth and perſonal ſeverity with which he ſpoke of the 


party principally intereſted in the proceedings. - Before he fat 


down, the Chancellor bf the Exchequer ſaid, that he was ſa 
convinced that be ſhould not diſcharge his duty, if he. did not 
vote for the queſtion, that he would execute that painful obli- 
gation, and therefore he muſt give the Motion his ſupport. 
In ſpeaking of the ſituation that a great man might find him 
ſelf placed in, when he muſt riſque every thing for the public 
good, he delivered himſelf with uncommon animation. That 
man, he ſaid, who was entruſted with the government of a 


country, muſt, at certain critical periods, hazard all far the | 


public. If he cannot willingly conſent to riſque his cha- 
racter, his honour, nay his life, for the ſervice of thoſe whoſe 
welſare and happineſs it is his duty to preſide over and ſecure, 
he is unfit for his ſtation, and is ignorant of its firſt and 
greateſt obligation. Such a man knows not what public duty, 
nor can he have felt what public virtue, is. Had Mr. Haſtings 
been able to prove, that he had ated on ſuch principles in 
Oude, the Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, that, tho“ 
be might have lamented his errors and their conſequences, he 
would not have withheld his applauſe, his ſupport, nor his 
rauneration.——Afier payipg compliments de Mir. Nicholls 
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for the intelligent manner in which he uſually delivered his 
opinion, and to Major Scott for the accurate and minute in. 
formation he was always prepared to furniſh the Houſe with 
on Eaft-India ſubjects, he took notice of the contradictions 
evident between the different defences of Mr. Haſtings, and 
his letters written in 1781 and 1786, declaring that he had 
endeavoured to ſuffer theſe circumſtances to impreſs his mind 
as little as poſlible, becauſe it was no crime in a party accuſed 
to make a contradictory or a weak defence. Theſe contra- 
ditions, however, could not but occaſion ſome jealouſy, to 
ſay no worſe of them; and he muſt add, that he thought ſome 
of the means of defence reſorted to, very unworthy means indeed 
| for a great man, on ſuch an occaſion, to make uſe of. In 
ſaying this, he alluded to the letter dated February 8. 
— r. Sber- Mr. Sheridan declared, he was ſo conſcious of the liberal 
- Indulgence of the Houſe the preceding day, that he would not 
make them ſo ill a return as to take up much of their time 
| then. Many Gentlemen, he ſaid, had done him much greater 
honor than he deſerved, but he could not but ſeel and acknow- 
ledge it to be a compliment, when the Right Hon. Gentleman 
was pleaſed ſo far to flatter him as to ſay, that the arguments 
he had taken the liberty of troubling the Houſe with, when he 
made the Motion, had in any degree contributed to fix his 
vote in its ſupport. Of ſuch a compliment he was indeed 
proud, becauſe, conſcious as he was that he ſtood up in 2 
good cauſe, the advocate for millions, and the advocate for 
ſtrict juſtice, to find he was likely to prove ſucceſsful? could 
not but afford him the moſt ſolid ſatis faction. He was the 
more happy alſo, as the Right Hon. Gentleman by his con- 
duct had proved, what he ſhould always be happy to bear 
witneſs to, that, however the Right Hon. Gentleman and 
thoſe with whom he ated had differences, and ſometimes 
warm ones, on various political occaſions, yet, when a great 
national queſtion, that called for the aggregate ſupport of Par- 
liament, came under conſideration, their political and party 
1 | | 8 
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differences ſunk into petty jars, and the Right! Lan Genitle- 
man, laying aſide all party conſiderations, was ready, in an 
open and manly way, to come forward, and prove himſelf 4 
Miniſter who felt for the honour and character of that Houſe, 
and for the honour and character of the country. With re⸗ 


gard to the objection the Right Hon. Gentleman had taken at 


his baving, as the Right Hon. Gentleman thought, expreſſed 
himſelf rather too warmly reſpecting the individual principall 
concerned i in their proceedings, he was extremely ſorry if tha 
had been the caſe. He neither felt, nor profeſſed to feel, any 
malignity againſt Mr. Haſtings. Thoſe who knew him moſt 
intimately, he believed, indeed he might without vanity fay, 
knew. that he had no malignity i in his compoſition, and in; 
be was not capable of feeling ſuch an unworthy paſſion again 
any man. An Honourable Gentleman, he obſerved, who | 


ſpoken early in the debate, amidſt a variety of extraneous KP 


matter, had thought proper to mention 2 converſation on 

mote, that had once before been mentioned i in that Houſe, at 
which he was a little ſurprized, as the Committee would, 
without doubt, recollect that the Hon. Gentleman had been 
under the neceflity of acknowledging that he had been miſtaken 


in ſome of his moſt eſſential particulars. If the reaſon of the 


Hon. Gentleman's alluſion of that day had been owing t to A 
part of his ſpeech the preceding day, when he had talked of 
Mr. Haſtingy S dependents, he aſſured the Hon. Gentleman, upon 
bis honour, he did not mean him. When he ſtood up in that 
Houſe the public accuſer of Mr, Haſtings, be ſhould be 
aſhamed indeed, if he could be thought capable of alluding to 
any Gentleman who had a right to a ſcat in that Houſe, and 
call himſelf the friend of Mr. Haſtings. The Hon, Gentleman 
had that day ſaid , be was under obligations to Mr. Haſtings. 
That being the caſe, his motives for attachment to Mr. 


the mind of man chat accorded with. hes feelings, and 


8981 where 


Haſtings, were truly honourable, Gratitude Was a virtue, je 
amiable even in error. There was ſomething in the frame of 
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| Whbte the heart owed an obligation, the judgineiit could not be 
acute. © Far be it fröm him then to find fault with any Hon. 
Senddeman, who atted upon ſo noble, 0 praiſe-worthy a 
piiticiple; 

Having delivered ſome ſentiments of this Kina, Mr. Sheridan 

Kid; after the Vote of that day, Mr. Haſtings and that Houſe 
Would be at iflile. The buſineſs muſt then be retoved to the 
þtoper tribunal, and he begged in the interim that Gentlemen 
would recolleR, for tliey ſeemed a little to forget, viz. That 
„Weir votes upon the diſtin Charges did not go to mike 
Mr. Haſtings a criminal, and they were not acting as Judges, 
but as Proſecutors. The judgment ſeat was Placed elfewhete, 
and if Mr. Haſtitigs ſhould be acquitted, utiworthy indeed 
mould he hold that man, who conſidered Mr. Haſtings —_ 
Ville chan innocent, either within thoſs.walls or without. 


| Mir. Mac- © Tie Solicitor General ſald, he could ndt yote for an impeach. 


det, whatever he might think of the criminality proved in 


this Charge; and therefore, without entering at all into the 
- Eiifideration of the merits of the motion, he would hot vote 
Un it. He fald, he took that opportunity of; declating his 
reaſon, as he could not ſtate it, when the queſtion of impeach- 
ment came to be brought forward. 


i Mr. Vanfittart read à part of Mr. Haſtings's letter of 1782, to 


"that Mr. Haſtings had ſent the Directors at hom an 
esunt of his having received the pfeſent of 100, 000 f. ant 
Wat ke meant tö carry it to their accouhe, beſbre he had re- 
ebived any of the money, which he conſidered 4s an unanſwet- 
ble reply. to the atgumbtits urged by Mt. Sheridan on the 
bg hight, touctling the preſent he rectivet at Chumar; 
Mr. Vailfictait cöntending that releafing the Ndbob from his 


tulltaritee; Was nd crime, br ec er- 
Uferice of Mt. Hiſtidgs. 


Noi the” ClaneAtor of the Exchetzuer. He dbitived,”-thit 
den che Cnarge relative tö Cheyt Sing was disculſed, cheit 


votes 
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votes had been the fame, but their arguments nad differed” 
exceedingly ; now that they appeared to be bit trifling, and not 
more than one ot two in number, it would be eaſy for him 
to ſtate in what reſpe& they differed. Mr. Fox then took 
notice of Mr. Pitt's having faid he would paſs over the con- 
traditions in the different defences of Mr. Haſtings, and coti- 
ſider them as mere matter of jealouſ y. Mr. Fox reminded the 
Hon. Gentleman, that the falſe accounts of tranſactions in 
India, ſent home to the Directors by Mr. Haſtings in 1781, 


and which were now acknowledged to be falſe, was in a ſervant 


of the Company, of itſelf, in his opinion, a matter highly 
criminal. Another thing had fallen from the Right Hon. Gea- 
teman, which he could not. conſent to, and that was this: 

the Hon. Gentleman had faid, Mr. Haſtings was not anſwer- 
able for the-manner. of effecting his orders to ſeize the treaſures 
of the Begum, or for the ſeverities practiſed on their minilters. 
That he muſt deny. Whoever in Great Britain directed a 


fclony to be committed, he was anſwerable for, all the conſe- | 


nces. Mr. Haſtings gave orders for the plunder of the 

egums, he directed it to be carried into effect, and he was 
anſwerable for all the conſequences. An Hon. Gentleman 
Mr. Fox obſerved, had talked of Mr. Haſtings ſending home 
advice of the preſent he received to the Directors. Undoubtedly 
he did ſo, but how? He wrote home word that the fum was 
too large to be concealed, that he had put it to their account, but 
he begged of them to let him have it for himſelf, Mr. Fot 
commented on this very pointedly, and then faid, che Right 


Hon. Gentleman talks of releaſing a guarantee, as if it were a 


light matter, What, violate the ſolemnly. pledged faith of the 
Company, break a guarantee, and call it a trifle! The act was 
in the bigheſt degree criminal. Mr. Fox added other. argu- 
ments, and paid the Chancellor of che Exchequer ſome com- 


pliments on his having in ſo. open and fair a mariner met the 


e and argued it with © much ſound reaſoning. _ 
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Mie. ns. Mr. Dempſter roſe, and faid the ſentiments which he had 


long ſatisfied his own mind with were juſt, and on which, he 
contended, the Defence of Mr. Haſtings ought to ſtand, were, 
„he was well appriſed, ſo different from the ſentiments of other 
Gentlemen, that they were more likely to injure thoſe he meant 
to ſerve, by being ſtated, than to ſerve them; for this reaſon 
he had hitherto generally given a ſilent vote upon the days when 
the Charges bad been heard; but as he now foreſaw he ſhould 
vote in a minority, he would venture to declare why he 
thought Mr. Haſtings ought not to be impeached. Mr. 
Dempſter then ſaid, that when this country granted a power to 
the Eaſt India Company, to condu the Government of their 
territories in India, they authoriſed the ſending out Governors 
to act at diſcretion as the neceſſity of the caſe required, and 
unleſs it could be proved that they acted from motives of per- 
fonal corruptneſs, for what they did upon the principle of State 


necelfity they ought not_to be held amenable ; for Governors 


exerciling power at ſuch an immenſe diſtance as India, could 
not be called to account like Britiſh Miniſters at home. 
Mr. Dempfter went much more at length into the ſubje&, 
juſtifying the ſevere treatment of the Begum's eunuchs, by 


Hying the cuſtom of the 'Eaft ſanctioned ſuch ſeverities; "that 


money was there collected by the whip, and that ſtripes were 
the uſual means of our enforcing payment. Mr. Dempſter 
ſaid, his conſtruction of Mr. Haſtirigs's words relative to his 


preſent, differed greatly from that Hon, Gentleman who ſpoke 


laſt, by talking of the difficulty of difguiſing ſuch a ſum on 
account of its magnitude. Mr. Haſtings furely meant not to 
aſſign that as a reaſon for paying it into their Treaſury. 
Mr. Dempſter alluded to the paſſage in Mr. Francis's ſpeech, in 


which he had ſaid, when ſome of the Nabob's trinkets were ſent 


to Calcutta, they were fold by auction with his conſent. 


. B. Ro. Mr. Boughton Rous declared, he had every reaſon to think 


the Hon. Gentleman miſtaken, and that no perfonal ſeverities 


wege neceſſary to enforce the payment of taxes in India. 
| 3 | 2 
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Mr. Rous quoted not only his own experience, but 2 friend in 


the Exchequer Office at Calcutta. With regard to voting for 
the motion, Mr. Rous deſired it to be underſtood; that by 


voting in favour of the queſtion, he did not mean to pledge | 


himſelf to vote for an impeachment. 


Mr. Alderman Le Meſurier roſe to ſtate a few arguments in Alderm. 16 


favour of Mr. Haſtings; as the Committee were fatigued, they . 
were anxious to retire, but Mr. Le Meſurier reminded tze 
Committee, that on a queſtion like that before them; it would 


be a diſcredit to themſelves to deny any Gentleman who choſe 


it, a right to deliver his ſentiments; He obtained a hearing. 

fot ſome minutes, but the impatience of the young Members 
ſurmounting every conſideration, the noife and cry of, queſ- 

tion, were again loud, which called up 

Mr, Drake, who conjured the Committee; by thelr love of Mr: Drake; 
dates, and by their love of juſtice; to hear the Alderman 
patiently. 

This had the deſired effect, and Mr. Le Meſeritr provecded Alena. 14 
with conſiderable warmth and energy to defend Mr: Haſtings t 
denying that any one perſon in India called for his crimination; 
much leſs his impeachment; although it had been ſaid that 
millions complained of his conduct, 

Mr. Samuel Smith, in an animated ſpeech, alſo ae gi - 


Mr. Haſtings, After which the Committee diyided, 


; | | Hes 175. — Nees 68. 
The Houſe roſe at half paſt eleven. 


Ws, 
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Fride, ee 0 | 
Renynewontny ELaction. 


Mr. Alan roſe ee his complaine eine 19 db hl 
as of the Writ for Renfrewſhire ; he repeated the paxticulars 
of his complaint, cited different Acts of Parliament ta ſupport 
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the arguments he uſed, and concluded with making the com- 
plaint in form, and moving, that the Returning Officer appear 
at the bar on the third of April; which day, he ſaid, he had 
fixed on, as the Petition complaining of an undue Election 


would in all probability be heard and decided towards the end 


of March. 
Sir Alam Ferguſon expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the motion, and 


' contended, that the Act of Parliament had directly a contrary 


tendency to that, in which the Hon. Gentleman had argued it. 


Sir Adam gave the Houſe a ſort of hiftory of the cuſtoms of 


Scotland reſpecting elections for Members of Parliament, and 


faid, the Gentleman, who was the object of the motion, was 


upwards of ſeventy years of age, a man of a moſt reſpectable 
character, that he had been Sheriff Depute of the County for 
above forty years, and was eſteemed by all who knew him. 


Sir Adam aſked, what end was the motion to anſwer, or what 

_ neceſſity was there for it, when the election was over, and the 
Gentleman who complained had taken his ſeat? + 

Mr. Adam; 

Mr. Dundas Mr. Dundas prefaced a motion to adjourn the conſideration 


Mr. Adam replied, and defended his former argument. 


of the complaint till the 3oth of March, with a ſhort ſpeech, 
ſhewing it to be unneceſſary and vexatious to proceed upon the 
buſineſs before the merits of the petition were decided upon. 
The motion, ordering the appearance of the Returning 
Officer at the Bar, 9 and Mr. e 
agreed to. 8 


PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE NEGOCIATIONS 
WITH PoRTUGAL. Bs 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he was extremely glad to be able to inform 
the Houſe, that he ſhould not detain them long, as the papers 
he meant to move for, went merely to the ſituation of our 
preſent, and the probable Rate of our future trade with Portu- 
gal; which, though an object eſſentially neceſſary to be known 
in that Houſe ONTO In CE 
the 


: 
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two points of view, viz. 


'D ZE "FAT 07 
the Commercial Treaty with France, yet, as far as it opened 
a field for argument, could only be conſidered in one of theſe 


whether, before we had entered into 
a Commercial Treaty with a new cuſtomer, we had taken care 
to ſecure our connexion with an old and valuable one; or in 
caſe of not having done ſo, whether, having made a Treaty 
with France, we were likely to keep our connexion with Por- 
tugal, our old cuſtomer, if the Treaty was to be commercially 
conſidered ; or our old ally, if the Treaty was to be conſidered 
politically ; or ſolely truſted to putting ourſelves excluſively 
into the hands of France, both as a cuſtomer, and—not an ally, 
for that ſhe certainly could not be called, but as a new political 
friend, Theſe were the heads under which every argument 
upon the ſubject muſt range; and the better to make himſelf 
underſtood by the Houſe, he would point out the three periods 
of time, at which the Treaty with Portugal could alone have 
been made, but at each of which periods undoubtedly there was 
a material difference in point of eaſe and advantage, The firſt 
of theſe periods was that of all others moſt deſirable ; becauſe it 
muſt have been free from every imputation, either on the ſcore 

of impolicy or ſuſpicion of any kind whatſoever. The laſt of 
the three periods was certainly open to a proportion of ſuſpicion; 
but he really thought, that though ſome ſuſpicion might at firſt 
attach to it, in a very ſhort time that might be done away; 
but there was between theſe two periods an intermediate period 
of a very doubtful and ſuſpicious nature indeed, and that of all 
others was the moſt objectionable. The period moſt advan- 
tageous of the three, obviouſly was that prior to the concluſion 
of a Treaty with France. Had a Treaty with Portugal been 
ſecured. and ſettled at that moment, it would have manifeſted 
a fairneſs and a decency on our part to an old ally; and it would 
have exhibited a good example of the dignity of this country, by 
ſhewing, that before we entered into new Treaties, or ſought 
for new friends, we took care to ſecure the continuance of our 
old connexions, At that time therefore, in his mind, the 
M2 Treaty 
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Treaty with the Court of Liſbon ought to have been adjuſted, 


© becauſe he never could be brought to admit, that our commer- 


cial connexion with Portugal ought to be blended with, or 
make any part of the meaſure of a Commercial Treaty with 


France, though the converſe of the propoſition might be true, 


and indeed was ſo. The next beſt period for making a Treaty 
with the Court of Liſbon 1 was ſubſequent to the parliamentary 
ſanction and final carrying into effect the Commercial Treaty 
Le ee and LIFE the META, Wines, ac- 


fo free * cl Ta as the former ane, but moſt ee 
was the intermediate period, viz. that between the Ggning the 
French Treaty, and the Parliament of Great-Britain giving 
it their ſanQion, and engaging to carry it into execution. In 
order to illuſtrate this aſſertion, and explain more fully what he 

meant, Mr. Fox went into a good deal of argument to prove, 
that if Portugal ſhould, through any perverſeneſs, or il. judging 


; obſtinacy, (which God forbid, fays he, ſhould be the caſe) re- 
fuſe to continus the ſame connexion with us, that had ſubſiſted 
between the two countries, under the Methuen Treaty, ever 


fince the year 1703, France would in that caſe derive a great 
additional advantage from us, for which we neither ſhould have 
an equivalent, nor could claim one. He ſaid, he knew ſome 
doubts bad ariſen as to the right conſtruction of the Methuen 
Treaty ; a miniſter when in office, he had felt it to be his duty 


to negotiate it one way, but he was aware, that the Court of 


Liſpon had contended, that Iriſh woollens were not ; Compre- 
hended under the Methuen Treaty. —(The Chancellor of the Ex- 


cheguer ſaid acroſs the table, if the Hon. Gentleman ated one 


way as a negotiator when in office, he hoped he would not 
lend the weight of his authority the other way, now he was not 


in office.) Mr. Fox ſaid, if the Hon. Gentleman bad heard 


him to the end of his ſentence, be was ſure he would not 
thought, what he meant to have expreſſed, to have been wrong 
| | | 0 
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dr injudicious, or ill- timed. What he was proceeding to ſay; 
was this: that the Court of Liſbon had contended, that Irifh 
woollens were not comprehended within the meaning of the 
Methuen Treaty, but that was an idle and a miſtaken notion; 
the ſpirit of the Methuen Treaty undoubtedly went to Iriſh as 
well as Britiſh- woollens, and to lay down any diſtinction be- 
tween the two, was narrow and impolitic, and by no means 
conſonant with that generous and liberal line of conduct that 
che Court of Liſbon and the Court of London ſhould mutually 
take care to follow reſpecting the concerns of each other. His 
opinion was, and that an opinion founded on conviction, that 
Portugal was bound to liſten to the complaints of our mer- 
chants, and that it was the duty of miniſters to take care to 
enforce their juſt demands, ſo as to have the Methuen Treaty 
obſerved as to its ſpirit, rather than as to its mere letter. On 
our part we ought to act with equal liberality, and rather grant 
to Portugal more than ſhe could claim by Treaty than leſs. 
Upon that principle the two countries might continue connected, 
and be uſeful friends to each other. If Portugat ſhould; either 
by the influence of other powers, or the perverſeneſs of her own 
miniſters, break with us entirely, and an end ſhould be put to 
the Methuen Treaty, we ſhould loſe an uſeful friend, and 
ſhould undoubtedly feel the loſs 5 but Portugal would ſoon find, 
that ſhe had ated raſhly and injudiciouſly, that ſhe had injured 
| herſelf moſt eſſentially by breaking her old connexion, and that 

no new Commercial Treaty ſhe could enter into or conclude, 
coukd-polibly prove, in every podit ——— 
fo advantageous to her as her Connexion with this country had 
proved. In that light, Mr. Fox ſaid, he had ever uniformly 
confidered the Methuen Treaty, and the coiinexion between 
Great-Britaln and Portugal y and ſo, he believed, every ma 
e en thing of the can dg of he ku 
countries muſt have eonſidered dem. 

— ß —— of: putting tbe 
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to a vote upon it, before they knew what would be the ſtate of 


our trade with Portugal. The principles of the French Treaty 
were reciprocity of advantage in reſpect to commerce; not that 
each country was to do the ſame thing exactly in reſpect to 
each commercial commodity, becauſe that would be impoſſible; 
but where the duty was lowered upon any commodity in one 
country, an equivalent was to be granted by the other. But if 
the Treaty with France was ſanctioned without knowing what 


| was to be done with Portugal, we muſt remain in the dark, and 


might eventually give France an advantage for which we neither 
had the proſpect of an equivalent, nor could ſet up any claim 
to one. Mr. Fox explained this, by putting the caſe, that Por- - 
tugal ſhould, either through her own pexverſeneſs, or the in- 
fluence France was known to-have over the Court of Liſbon, 
be ſo unwiſe as to refuſe to come into any Treaty with us; in 
that caſe, we certainly ſhould not lower the duty on Portugal 
wines, and then France would poſitively have a material ad- 
vantage, in addition to the advantage already given by ſtipula- 
tion in the Treaty; for which additional advantage we ſhould 
not have a right to claim an equivalent. Ihus France would 
be in the condition of a perſon purchaſing an eſtate, with a mine 
upon it, without having paid for the mine. Would not every 
man, in that caſe, blame the ſeller of the eſtate, for not having 
aſcertained, whether there was a mine upon it or not, before he 
ſold bis eſtate The caſe ſtood exactly in that manner between 


Great- Britain and France; if Portugal broke with us, France 


would have all the benefit without having ſlipulated to give any 
equivalent to this country. Mr. Fox put this very forcibly, 
and then mentioned, as another probable inconvenience, that if 
we ſhould lower the duties. on- Spaniſh wines, France would 
haye a right to call upon us to make the ſame reduction in the 
duties on the French wines, becauſe we had ſtipulated that her 
wines ſhould come in upon as low duties as were paid on the 
wines of any country, but the wines of Portugal. He ſaid, 
dae of this — the reading the 
fixth 
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ſixth, the ſeventh, and eleventh Articles of the French Treaty. 
Mr. Fox recapitulated the heads of his argument before he 
ſat down, and then ſaid, that if the object he aimed at, which, 
he hoped, he had made ſufficiently clear to the Right Hon, 
Gentleman, could be obtained by any other motion, or by any 
other way of wording his motion, he was ready to give it up, 
or alter it, though he would not give up his argument, as he 
conceived nothing could be mare evident than the grounds he 
had reſted it upon. He concluded with moving, 

That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
& humbly to deſire, chat he will be graciouſly-pleaſed to give 
directions, that there be laid before this Houſe copies or ex- 
6 tracts of the inſtructions that have been given to his Majeſty's 
miniſters in Portugal ſince the firſt of May 1782, reſpecting 
& the complaints of the Britiſh merchants. As alſo the anſwer 
% or anſwers of the Court of Portugal to the repreſentations 
« which have been made in conſequence of ſuch inftrutio®; 
& with the ſeveral dates of the ſaid inſtructions ang anſwers.” 

Mr. Fox, before he ſat down, explained why he had ſelected 
the year 1782 as the date from which the papers were to be 
made out. He ſaid, he would not go fo far back as the year 
1758, when the merchants firſt began to complain of the con- 
dukt of the Court of Portugal as to the non obſervanee of the 
Methuen Treaty; but fixed upon the year 1782, as more 


modern, at the ſame time that it was not ſo modern as to be a 
period that interfered with negociations of a n too recent 


to be touched upon. 


Sie-Grey Caper, faid, he role. to. ſerand the-mption. of that Ore 
Hon. Gentleman, which he aſſured the Houſe he would not da, . 


if it did nat appear to him to ſtand on fair parliamentary 
ground, and if the Right Hon. Gentleman had nat, in his 
opinion, made a good caſe for this interpoſition, before the 
great and momentous Queſtion of the Commercial Treaty 
with France was brought into deliberation. . In the prelimi- 
pary ee eee eee ſubject. which was 
M4 ny 
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during the pendency of any treaty or negociation, if it ſhould 
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now, for the firſt time, brought direQly and regularly before 
the conſideration of the Houſe, the Right Hon. Chancellor -of 
the Exchequer had informed them, that the negociation was 
now pending between Portugal and this kingdom, and that he 


therefore could not, conſiſtently with his duty as a oo 


conſent to the communication of any papers reſpecting the 

preſent actual ſtate of that negociation. This did not appear 
to him to de a ſatisfactory reaſon for the refuſal of ſuch a com- 
munication under all · the circymſtances of this caſe, With 
great deſerence to the Houſe, he thought the Houſe was com- 
petent to enquire and to aſk for information, in the courſe and 


have fair ground to believe, either from common fame, or by 
the diſcloſure of collateral circumſtances, that any engagement 
was 'about to be made derogatory to the honour, or injurious 
to the intereſts of the nation. He was aware that Miniſters 
1 generally refiſted ſuch enquiries before the concluſions of 
the Treaty or Negociation, under pretence that the produc- 
tion of the papers called for, and the agitation of the debates 
upon them, might give advantage to the parties with whom 
his Majeſty was at the moment making the contract, and 
might perplex and embarraſs the King's Miniſters, when, per- 
bas, the were om the point of concluding an advantageous 
'Freaty for che kingdom. This mode of ' reafoning might, 


perhaps, bear with ſome force againſt Motions for papers re- 


ſpeQitig mere political Treaties; or Treaties of Commerce 


| which required no alteration of duties to give them validity 
Fre and effect; but not for refuſing the communication of papers, 
muatertally relating to Treaties of Commerce, which were not 


valid nd effectual, until duties ſhould have been altered, and 
laws mould have been paſſed; or in the caſe of Treaties of 


Subſidy, where the contract was to have no energy or effectual 


exiſtence, until that Houſe could have voted and granted money 


for the ſudſidy to the foreign Sovereign, or the pay of the 
Bos Wann 


poſed 
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poſed, with all the power of et end hogunbcrpiths BibGty 
Treaties in 1755. Would he have ſuffered: any Minifter to 


have told him, without indignation, that the debate muſt be 
confined and limited to the approbation or difapprobation” of 
the Treaties before the Houſe ? that it was not proper or re- 
gular to enquire whether the conſent of the Houſe to thoſe 
Treaties would not give umbrage and offence to the other 
great allies of the nation, the Emperor and the King of Pruſſia, 
and bring on a general war, inſtead” of preventing it? The 
ſignature and ratification of ſuch Treaties by the Sovereign, 
gave them no effect. They were to be conſidered merely as 
opofitions recommended by the Crown to Parliament. It 
was the act and deed of that Houſe, in the alteration of the 
duties, or the grant of the monty for the ſubſidy, that gave ſuch 
Treaties effect, and the Houſe was therefore reſponſible to 
country by their conſent to the propoſitions. They in à great 
degree exonerated the Miniſter. He took this to be a ſolid 
diſtinction, and applied it to the caſe before them. It appeared 
to him to be the duty of the Houſe, to endeavour to make 
the beſt uſe of the ſhort interval that was allowed them, in 
obtaining every material information, touching any matter no- 
ceſſarily to be connected with the French Treaty, and every 
poflible light to direct their ſteps, when they were hurried with 
fuch rapidity, not only to deliberate, but to give their judg - 
ment on the great and arduous Queſtion on the French 
Treaty. Without entering into the principle, or the detail of 
the French Treaty, which he owned would be premature and 
irregular at that time, it muſt be conſeſſed by all the Members 
of the Houſe, and of the whole -community, who were deeply 
intereſted in it, by thoſe who oppoſed it, by thoſe who-objeQed 
to it, and by thoſe who doubted of its effects and conſequences, 
that it was an experiment of the greateſt magnitude and ex- 
tent, and that it was an innovation which made à wide and 
neee. 
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valled in this country, and which had taken ſo deep a root, 
chat the ſudden diſturbance and change of it might ſhake and 


ſtrength and power of the kingdom. 
The Right Honourable Gentleman had ſaid in Alen de- 
bates, that the French Treaty might be conſidered and decided 
on independently and ſeparately from the preſent ſtate of the 
negociation with Portugal; he owned, it appeared to him that 
the fate of the Methuen Treaty could never be totally ſepa- 
rated ſrom the votes in the Committee on the French. Treaty, 
and that if not directly, it muſt be virtually affected by thoſe 
votes. If the Hon. Gentleman would condeſcend even to in- 
ſorm them, if he would give them papers, to ſhew that the 
power reſerved in the cloſe of the 5th Article would be exe- 


euted, in order to prevent the extinguiſhment of the Methuen 


Treaty, and that the grievances and complaints which our 
Merchants had againſt the Court of Portugal for what they 
conſtrued! to be inſractions of that Treaty, would be referred 
to Commiſſaries to be ſettled in the ſame manner as the griev- 
ances of the Merchants ſtated during the courſe of the Treaty 
of Seville in 1720, he, for one, ſhould be ſatisfied, The 
Treaties with Spain were confirmed as being very advanta- 
geous to the political and commercial intereſts of Great - Bri- 
tain, and the complaints and grievances -were referred to the 
Commiſſaries to be ſettled, and reparation made to the Mer- 
chants, It was not the intention of this Motion to put the 
Miniſter under any diſadvantage in the repreſentation, and, if 


thoſe-- grievances. But let the great condition of the Treaty 
be preſerved inviolate, and then let no time be loſt in the exa- 


. mination. of the complaints, The attention of the whole 


world was directed towards the Methuen Treaty. It was upon 
Motion laid before the Houſe in 1713, under the title of A 
Treaty with Portugal for taking off the prohibition of the woallen 
—_—_—" kingdom, It was 11 
be 


impair the foundation: of the main pillars which ſupported the 


— founded in juſtice, in the demand of redreſs of 
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beſt Treaty we ever made. The Treaty had reference to the 
Treaty made by Cromwell in 1654, by which the nation ob- 
tained great and extenſive advantages of trade in the ſupply of 
Portugal, as well as the Braſils with its manufactures. In the 
year 1678 there was paſſed an Act for prohibiting for three 
years, and to the end of the next Seſſion of Parliament, the 
importation of all French commodities whatfoever. This pro- 


hibition continued to the year 1685, as no Parliament had been 
held from the diſſolution in 1681; and at the end of the Seſ- 


fion, (at the acceſſion of James II.) it expired, and was not 


revived, In 1684 it appeared that woollen cloths were actually 
prohibited in Portugal, and Sir Grey admitted it was the year 
before the prohibition of the French'trade expired; that this 
prohibition in Portugal laſted for nineteen years, and during 
that interval down to the Methuen Preaty, Portugal ſupplied 
her home market and her colonies with cloth of her own ma- 
nufacture. This evidence was laid before the Houſe of Com- 
mons in 1713, when the Merchants and Manufacturers were 
heard in the Committee on the Bill in fupport of their peti- 
tions againſt the eighth and ninth articles of the Treaty of 
Utrecht; The prohibition in 1684, was ſaid to be a 
project of their great and patriot Minifter Conde d'Eveceira, 
to eſtabliſh manufaQures in his own country; and it was alſo 
faid, that he was affiſted in carrying his plan into execution, 


by the opening of the French trade in 1685. The fact, how= 


ever, was, the prohibition of the woollen of England conti- 
nued for nineteen years; and he begged the "Houſe to recol - 
ed, that What had happened, might happen again. * 

Sir Grey Cooper next obſerved; that they had within theſe 
few days been favoured with the accounts of the quantity and 
value of that great volume of commerce, which they might 
venture to pronounce to be the moſt 'beneficial and important 


of any that they now poſſeſſed. They were permitted to ſee 


the of the ſtake which they riſked, and the ſum of 
ns ad in peril and jeopardy, in the pre- 
ſent 


kJ 


Bo * 


pendent of our commercial connection with Portugal; if 
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| ſent ſtate of things. | The balance was .now.. ſtated to be 
5oo, ooo l. and eat favour; it certainly had been more 
ſavourable; it ſeemed riſing and advancing. Since the Treaty, 
this nation had received between forty and fifty millions on the 
balance of trade with that nation. It was of the moſt eſſen- 
tial i importance to the landed. intereſt, and the general induſtry 
of the nation, that this Treaty ſhould be preſerved by the per- 
formance of the condition on our part. No advantages that 
we could receive. from France could compenſate the. loſs of 
ſuch a trade, On Monday next, if the Committee came to a 
reſolution to reduce the duties on French wines to 451+ per 
ton, and did not at the: ſame time reduce the duty on Portugal 
wines one third part lower, it would be a dangerous tendency 
to the extinguiſhment of this great Treaty. If the AR of 
Parliament paſſed, without the uſual reduction being made, be 
feared the prohibition, — Peart 
immediately... | _ lied dt. 

ee enn: IF 1 did not 
miſunderſtand the Right Hon. Gentleman who opened this 
debate, his motion proceeded upon an idea that it is impoſſible 
for the, Legziſſature to determine how far the Commercial 
Treaty wich Paris is, or is not, conſiſtent with the eſſential in- 
| tereſts of the kingdom, till they have the means of aſcertaining 
What will be the probable effect of that Freaty upon the con- 
duct of the Court of Portugal. He thinks it impoſſible even 
to conjecture how far the Treaty will prove beneficial, or other- 
wiſe, unleſs we are informed, in the firſt place, what price is 
to be paid by England to France as the condition of che advan- 
tages ſhe expects to receive; and that information, he irtiagities 
cannot be obtained, until we know whether the ſacrifice of the 
gg intercourſe that ſubſiſts between this country and 
Portugal, is or is not to be the conſequence of the bargain. 
Now if I thall be able to prove, as I confidently truſt:I- ſhall 
that the merits of the Treaty with France' are entirely inde- 
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ſhall be able to prove that, el — Pi ſhall renew or 
renounce the ſtipulations of the Methuen Treaty, an eſtabliſhed 


commerce with France will, in either caſe, be advantageous to 


Britain, then it will fallow, upon his own ground, that his 


motion is founded upon no neceflity, that it has no political 
advantage in yiew, and that being made pending a negociation 


with Portugal, it ought, Y the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms of the Hauſe, 


to be inſtantly rejected. Before I proceed to ſtate my reaſons 
for thinking that the propriety of the Commercial Treaty with 
France is independent of the meaſures that Portugal may think 
proper to purſue, it will be neceſſary to adyert to the nature of 
the French Treaty, That Treaty the Right Hon: Gentleman 

has conſidered as being equally new to the commercial prin- 
ciples, and to the experience of the kingdom, and imagiges, 


that the firſt queſtion- that will ariſe is, ſhall the eſtabliſhed 


maxims by which this country has riſen to commercial great» 
neſs be made the ſacrifice of a raſh and inconſiderate experi- 
ment? Now the fat undoubtedly is, that a Commerce with 
France, which he conſiders as ſo compleatly new, has exiſted 


for many years, and does exiſt at this very hour; I ſay not by 
compact or in law, but in practice and in fact. The firſt 


queſtion therefore that br, is not, ſhall we eſtabliſh a new 
and untried Commerce with France; but ſhall the commerce 
which. already exiſts between the two kingdoms, give employ- 
ment to the veſſels of the ſmuggler, or to thoſe of the fair and 
reſpeable merchant ? Shall the trade be carried on incon- 
veniently and circuitouſly by the way of Auſtrian Flanders and 
of Dunkirk, or ſhall it be carried on, with every commercial ad- 
vantage, directly to the ports of France? Shall the manufac. 
tures of this country be objects of confiſcation or of protection 
to the French laws? Shall the burthens to which the trade is at 
this time ſubjected, continue to exiſt as the price of inſurance 
and as premiums to the ſmuggler ; or, ſhall they be paid as duties 


to Government, and form an important part of the revenue 


of the State ? Shall the productions of Britiſh induſtry find a 
* market 
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Market in Paris alone, from which, in conſequence of the ex. 
tent of the city, and of its not being a walled town, they cannot 


be excluded; or ſhall they find an authoriſed admiflion into 


every port of the French kingdom ? Shall the market for 


| Britiſh manufactures be the capital alone, or ſhall it be the 


whole country of France ? Such being the queſtions which 


| ariſe upon the late Commercial Treaty, let us next conſider in 


what reſpects theſe queſtions can be affected by the conduct of 
the Court of Portugal. Portugal, it is evident, will either 
renew the ſtipulations of the Methuen Treaty, or will decline 
"the Commerce with England which that Treaty eſtabliſhes ; 
ſhould the renew the conditions of the Treaty, then it will 


follow, that as Britain has reſerved the right, and unqueſtion- 
ably poſſeſſes the means of fulfilling the conditions of the 


compact, no poſfible injury can have ariſen from the agreement 
lately eſtabliſhed with France. That Britain does poſleſs the 
means of diſcharging ſuch. engagements as the renewal of the 
Methuen Treaty would impoſe, will be evident to every man, 


- who conſiders that France is not the natural rival of Portugal 


in her trading connection with this country. Perfectly well 
know, that by regulations and reſtraints, Britain might give to 
the wines of France a decided advantage in her markets ; but 
equally ſure I am, that if things are left to their natural courſe, 
the wines of France and the wines of Portugal will equally find 
a ſufficient market in the conſumption of this country. Thus 
it appears, that if Portugal ſhall be willing to renew her ancient 
engagements with England, no poffible injury can ariſe to her 
intereſt from our legalizing the trade with France; but were 
it even admitted that the trade with France eſſentially inter- 
feres with the commerce of Portugal, yet, even in that caſe, it 
is evident that the injury ſhe ſuſtains is not the conſequence of 
the legality, but of the exiſtence of the trade ; for if the trade 
between France and England actually exiſts, its receiving the 
ſanction of the law, and being eſtabliſhed by compact, can add 
but little to the grievance, Hence it neceſſarily follows, that 
a h 7 if 


% ˙ũß f IE ct. CO Aa re oe io amber ooo Hoe ] “ 1 ddd oat Ü!M de mh RC CES Regt od it. 


? = S. 5 >= & = © 


ESP 8 8 + 


— 


to 
ut 
e, 
id 


A DE Rik Ti88. 


if Portugal ſhall refuſe to renew her commercial engagements | 


with Britain, the late Treaty with France, however it may be 
made the pretext, can never be conſidered as the reaſon of her 
conduct. For, as Portugal can have received no injury, can 
have ſuſtained no wrong, it neceſſarily follows, that ſhe can 
have no juſt reaſon to complain. Shall then the mere pretext of 
a foreign Court be conſidered by the Legiſlature of Britain as a 
reaſon for their departure from that line of conduct which their 
intereſt obviouſly preſcribes? Shall Britain abandon her views 
in conſequence not of the rights, not of the equitable claims, 
not of the fair and reaſonable requeſts of an ally, but in conſe. 
quence of extravagant propoſals, in conſequence of unreaſonable 


demands, in conſequence of perverſe and unfriendly: requiſi - 


tions? To ſuch attempts to impoſe upon her reaſon, what 
ought to be her reply? Undoubtedly, ſhe will anſwer, that 
the beſt maxim for the conduct of a nation, the maxim which 
beſt ſuits her own dignity, and the friendſhip ſhe owes to her 
allies is, that of juſtice to herſelf and of juſtice to the reſt of the 
world, But, like the Right Hon. Gentleman, I have too 


much confidence in' the common ſenſe of mankind, too firm a. 
reliance on their regard for their obvious intereſts, to ſuppoſe 


that Portugal can adopt ſuch inverted maxims of policy as thoſe 
upon which ſhe muſt evidently act, if ſhe renounces her com- 
mercial connexion with Britain. Is it poſfible that ſhe can 
relinquiſh her trade to the only country that furniſhes a market 


for her wines, and that is able to ſend her in return the various 


articles ſhe wants ? A country that ſupplies her with neceſſaries 
in exchange for articles of merely luxurious uſe ; a country 
whoſe manufaQures, in- defiance of reſtraint, have found a 
market in every part of the world; a country whoſe' woollens 
have ſo decidedly the advantage over thoſe of every othes, that 
when the American Agent, a few years ſince, was expreſsly 
ordered to purchaſe woollens in France, for the uſe of the 
Continental army, the performance of the condition was found 


fo — that he was under the neceſſity of having recourſe 
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| to Holland for the Engliſh cloths, with which the ſhops of that 


country are always full, But if, after all, it were poſſible to 
ſuppoſe that Portugal would ſubject her trade with this country 


| to the ſeyereſt reſtraints, and that, for a time, the diminu- 


tion vf our experts to that kingdom might follow, what better 
mode of balancing the evil could be found, than that of foſtering 


the growth and encouraging the increaſe of our trade in a dif- 


ferent and much better direction? Upon that part of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech, in which he endeavoured to' diſcuſs 
the various intereſts that ſhould regulate the negociation be- 
tween this country and Portugal, I ſhall not venture to indulge 
myſelf in any remarks ; but if I could think myſelf at liberty to 
enlarge upon topics which, pending a negociation, ought not 
to be thus publicly examined, I ſhould, in the firſt place, take 
notice of the ſingularity of the opinion he entertained, that the 
beſt poſſible means of concluding an advantageous Treaty with 
Portugal, is to lower to the ſtandard of the Methuen Compact, 
the duties upon the wines that are the growth of that country; an 


opinion, that ſuppoſes that the beſt poſſible means of ſuccreding 


in a negociation, is to relinguiſh, at the outſet, that very 


object which the party with whom we negociate is moſt anxious 
to obtain; as if he thought that all bargains ſhould commence 
by the ſurrender on the part of one of the perſuns concerned, 


of that very advantage which the other perſon propoſes to 


himſelf, as the very object and end of the agreement. But 


part of the Right Hon, Gentleman's ſpeech, leſt I ſhould incur 
that very charge of imprudence which I think ſo juſtly imputable 
to him; yet I truſt, the arguments I have already urged, are 
ſufficient to ſhow, what in the outſet I had undertaken to prove, 
that his motion is founded upon no public neceflity; is ſupported 
by no public conſideration, is applicable to no one beneficial 
uſe, but on the contrary, may be perverted to the purpoſes of 
miſchief ; and that under theſe circumſtances, an aſſent to his 
propoſal would be as inconſiſtent with the obvious maxims of 

; policy 
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| Baronet who had ſeconded the Motion, had manifeſted ſo much | "Md 


repeat. what the Hoa. Baronet had ſaid, as a ſufficient juſtifi- | | 4 


vas by no means ſurpriſed to ſee him ſo extremely expert at 


he was. deſirgus of drawing from, them. All that the Hon: 
| Baronet had . ſaid relative to the danger and impropriety of pub- 
| liſhing, the different documents that might tend to lay open 
| the ſtate of a. depending Treaty, all that he bad, ſaid of the 
_ conſtant vſage of that Houſe, ta decline any interference with 


our Court and that -of--Liſbori;..0) ſubjeQs connected with 
_ difficulties, which his: new arzuments thręw in his way-rthis 
Treaty... He had ſtated, that tg a Commercial Treaty, which 


cluſion of onde * de bom itſelf mh 


5 


) 
t 
e 
e 
1 
5 
n | 
8 
N 
s 
Ee 
J, 
0 
it 
8 
Ty 
le 
re 
e, 
d 
al 
of 
is 
of 
y 


% 


Houſe. 
The 1 of the on ſaid, that the Right Hon. Mr. W. Pitt. 


official and political knowledge, and was ſo. well acquainted e 2 * 
with the proceedings of , Parliament. on queſtions like he pre- — 
ſent, that he had anticipated, him in his principal argument we 
againſt the-Motion, and he ſhould almoſt be ſatisfied barely to 4 


cation for him in giving his negative to the Queſtion before 
the Houſe. The Hon. Baronet had, when in office himſelf, 
ſo many opportunities of confidering ſuch ſorts. of ſubjects, 
and had probably been ſo oſten employed in arranging argu- | 
ments to. oppoſe applications of a fimilar tendency, that he | | 


the uſe of thoſe very arguments on the preſent occaſion, though 
they. ſupported aconcluſion diametrically oppolite to that which 


ſuch ſubjects, were concluſiye and. ſubſtantial reaſons to in- 
duce him to oppoſe, to the utmoſt of bis power, any attempt 8 | 
to bring forward an. account of the communication beten | 


the two countries. But the Honourable. Baronet had made a 


any Treaty now depending or likely to be ſet, on fqot between - | | 
moſ} notable diſtinction, by. which he hoped. to reconcile the | 


was; the, diſtinqion between n Political; and a'/Commergial + 


was to ſtipulate for, ſame, alteration of duties, it was neceſr 
ſar to obtain the conſeat of Parhiament ; whereas to the con- 
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its on authority fully competent. From this conſideration, 
he had concluded, that although in the latter caſes, Parlia- 
ha nd right to interfere, they having no power whatſo- 
oye: 49. prevent the ratification of ſuch Treaties; yet, as in 
the. latte“ csſe, the Treaty was to undergo the judgment and 
———eonbideration of Parliament, before it could be concluded, 
Parliament had, therefore, during the pendency of ſuch Treaty, 
a right to demand ſuch information, as it might think neceſ- 
fary, towards enabling them to judge upon its merits. © Or, in 
other worde, the Hon. Baronet had argued that, becauſe the 
conſent of Parliament was- abſolutely neceſſary to the ratifi- 
8 cation of the Treaty, and that, without ſuch eonſent, it 
could nevet be carried into execution, it was for that reaſon 
right and proper, that Parliament ſhould have acceſs to all 
| poſſible information, while the Treaty was yet in agitation! 
| Gherots. ane was nothing more elea, thai that the power 
PFPrauatliament enjoyeſ of reviſing: and approving'or tejecting the 
| Treaty, was a eircumſtance'that rendered any ſuperintendanee 
dn their parts in rhe forming of the Treaty, abſolutely unneceſ. 
_ fary—and- the exainination of papers relative to the negocia - 
tlon bebweers-the'two Courts, which might ultimately termi- 
nate in u Treaty, and the debating upon them, or coming to 
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11 muy reſolutzons concerning them, was evidently . ſuch an intet- 
| | Terence 45'amdutited to the — waa wann 
| { ; tion ef the Treaty. 05 281 10; ugs 5 b „ 0 ©: 

N As to the Right Hon. Gentleman who made the Motion; ha 
| | Aaduld look upon him as having met a full refutation, gene- 


| xy; 2340 $6-vhje bf the motion itſelf (che production of 
| * the reſpeRive 'Commubilcatiens-detween the two Courts) by the 
1 arguments of the Hon. Baronet, wereir not that the ingenuity 
[ | with which he had delivered his fentiments,” 'bertainly-entitled 
| Hith to à particular anſwer! In 10 lnſtance was this ingenuity 
| Toethinently conſpicudus as in theeolour' which beihad been 

Able to give to thoſe palpable: fal lacies and glaring contradic- 
Hons, of which his Speech - __ * 
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He ſhould juſt enumerate a few of theſe extraordinary inſtances 
of the Right Hon. Gentleman's logical talents, by which he 
was enabled to draw from the ſame' ſet of premiſes two dif- 
ferent and "abſolutely contradictory coneluſions.' The Right" 
Hon. Gentleman had divided his argument into different heads 
—the firſt had related to the period which had been choſen for 
the concluſton of the ſeveral Treaties. This the Rigtt Hon. 
Gentleman had conſidered in three ways—obſerving that there 
were three different periods, as referring to the French Treaty, 1 
in which that of Portugal might have been concluded The = 
firſt, and that which he had ſtated to be in his opinion the beſt, 4 
was before any Treaty whatever with France had been ſigned. 
— Whether the Right Hon. Gentleman was right in bis idea, 
that this was the moſt proper period, was a queſtion that was 
now only to be conſidered as implying a cenſure or acquittal of 
government, becauſe the period was already paſſed, for the 
Freaty had been ſigned. The period which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman had ſtated as the next beſt, though fill; he ſaid; 
in ſome degree objectionable, was after the final eoneluſion of 
the Treaty and its ratification by Parliament: but between 
thoſe two periods there was an intermediate one, which w 
as the Right Hon. Gentleman had repteſented, the moſt im- 
proper of all, namely, the period between the ſignature of the 
Freaty and its being finally carried into effect by Act of Pars 
liament. ' But to what end did the Right Hon. Gentleman ap- 
ply thoſe obſervations? He had made uſe of them as a part of 
an argument, and which was to perſuade the Houſe to fix a 
period for the forming a Treaty with Portugal, while the 
French Treaty was in the very ſituation which was of all 
others, in his on opinion, the moſt unfavourable to fuch a 
negociation and to bring the Treaty with Portugal to a.con + 
cluſion before they procceded to confirm the preſent Treaty 
with France, laying themſelves thereby under à neceſſity of 
coming to the French diſcuſſion when the Treaty with Portu- 
gal * in that ſtate, which the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
ut: N 2 himſelf 
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himſelf laboured to prove was not the ſtate moſt favourable to 
the conſideration of another Treaty. Thus be would, out of 
two different periods, which remained for the conſideration of 
the Treaty with Portugal, chooſe the worſt ; and for the con- 
cluſion of the French Treaty, he would chooſe that which he 
had deſcribed as only the ſecond beſt. The ſecond part of the 
Right Hon, Gentleman's argument tended to ſhew, that we. 
were going to conclude a Treaty with France, by which our 
advantages were to be exactly defined and circumſcribed by the 
terms of the Treaty, and of courſe could receive no addition 
or improvement; whereas. the advantages to be derived by 
France, might hereafter meet with a very conſiderable inereaſe, 
by our declining io make uſe of the reſerve provided for in the 
Seventh Article of the Treaty relating to our trade with Por- 
tugal; by which means France, hav ing a full equivalent for: 
every advantage we might enjoy from the Treaty, had, over 
and above, the chance of a further eeggp. eser eg er 
eould demand no equivalent in our turn 
To this be ſhould anſwer, that, in diſcuſſing the — 
Treaty, we were only to take into conſideration the proviſions 
actually contained in that Treaty, and the advantages reſpec- 
tively provided by it in favour of each country. Any acci- 
dental benefits accruing to France hereafter, by new arrange 
ment, or by the occurrence of circumſtances that did not 
already exiſt, were totally out of the queſtion, in conſidering 
thoſe regulations and ſtipulations that were actually to take 
place. The idea of ſtipulating for, additional conceſſions on 
the part of France, in order to countervail ſuch eventual be- 
nefits as might ariſe to that country from any future changes 
we might make in our commercial intercourſe with other na- 
tions, was perfectly incompatible with all ſyſtems of practical 
politics, and, if carried into effect, would render every ſort _ 
and ſpecies of negociation tedious, difficult, and complicated 
beyond meaſure; for he would take upon him to ſay, that 
ſhould Great - Britain at any time prohibit the trade of any, 
„ 41 I* : nation 
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nation with which ſhe always traded; fuch prohibition would 

unqueſtionably, to a certain degree, operate in favour of every 

other nation on earth with which we ſhould continue to trade 

in the articles ſo prohibited. And were we to ſuſpend every 

Treaty of Commerce, until we ſhould be able to aſcertain the 

poſſible effects of every freſh arrangement we might hereafter 

think proper to make with other countries, it would be impoſ- 

fible ever to hope for the concluſion of any Treaty whatſoever. 

Beſides, it was not to be ſuppoſed that we ſhould adopt ſuch 

meaſures as would throw any very conſiderable advantage into 

the ſcale of France, without a freſh ſtipulation for ſome ade- 

quate equivalent for ourſelves, But he hoped there would be 

no occaſion for any ſuch new arrangement with France, as he 

relied upon the good faith, the ancient friendſhip, and the 

good” ſenſe of the Court of Portugal, that the would make 

ſatis faction for thoſe violations of the Methuen Treaty, of 

which this country had ſo long and fo juſtly complained. 

Thoſe infractions were, as the Right Hon, Gentleman had 

ſtated them, the alterations of the duties in the new book of 

rates, and her refuſal to admit the Woollen ManufaQures of 

Ireland on the Enyliſh duties, which he loaked upon the 

Court of Liſbon as bound to do by the Methuen Treaty, and 

which ſurely the footing they ſtood upon with this country 

amply entitled our Government to expect as a conceſſion, even 

though they were not entitled to demand it as a right. 
The Right Hon, Gentleman need not be ſo extremely un- 

eaſy, under the apprehenſion that the concluſion of the French 
Treaty would neceſſarily put an end to the Methuen Treaty, 
for he would ſtate ta the Houſe how that might be avoided 
| which was, by coming to a reſolution in the Committee, that 
by the duty on French Wines ſhould he reduced' to the prefent 
j 


| duty paid by Portugal Wine, and that ſuch reduction ſhould 
t take place on à certain ſpecifled day; and then, in the mean F 
7 time, coming to a vote for the proper reduction of the duty on 
5 ay Wine, to take place on or before the fame day. 


n Tus 
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| Thus in no part of the Right Hon. Gentleman's argument was 
be well founded, but had built the whole upon miſtatement 
and obvious fallacies. He had blended the French and Portu- 
gal Treaty, and taken it for granted, that the one was natu - 
rally dependent upon the other; and, under colour of this 
miſapprehenſion, he had complained of the teſ, ective periods 
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that had; been adopted for conſidering and concluding upon 
them, and yet he had confounded and contradicted his argu- 
ment, ſo as to make it ſupport a concluſion, with reſpeR to 
our Treaty, which it completely contained with teſpect to the 
other, And, beſides, as far as it applied to the date of the 
French. Negotiations, it went to overturn that ſound maxim 
of policy, always to reſerve in our own hands a. reſource, 
in caſe of diſagicement with thoſe with whom we negotiate. — 
In the preſent inſtance we had acted by that maxim, inaſmuch 
10, befote we had opened our negotiations ſor the remedy of 

gur complaints againſt Portugal, we had ſhewn that Court 
that we could do without her, by having formed ſuch a con- 
nexion/with France as would make it eligible for us to transfer 


10 that" country, ſhould ſhe, reject chem, thoſe advantages 


which ſhe at preſent enjoyed. The Hon. Gentleman had far- 
ther attempted to miſlead the Houſe, by endeavouring to con- 
found and implicate the advantages already ſccured to France 
by.the Treaty, with thoſe that we might hereafter have it in 
our power to beſtow upon her, by forbearing to put in force 
the reſerve. made in the Treaty in favour of Portugal. 

As to the difficulty which the Right Hon. Goatleman had 
faageied with reſpect to the Spaniſh Wines, he was glad. to 
have an opportunity of clearing it up, Which he could do from 
the terms of the Treaty themſelves. The Right Hon. Gen- 


tleman had. expreſſed his apprehenſion that the Treaty bound 


this country to the maintaining a, duty on Spaniſh Wine, at 
ll future times, adequate to that which France, under. the 
proviſions of the Treaty, was to pay, notwilhſtanding the 


_ 3edyRion of the duty on Portugal Wines ;—bat this was by 


2 
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no means the caſe; for if we ſhould hereafter, in ſuch an 
event, think proper to reduce the duty on Spaniſh Wine to 
the ſame proportion with the reduced duty on Portugal Wine | 
as it now. bore to the preſent duty, we were amply at liberty 
to do ſo. To be completely convinced of this, Gentlemen 
had only to conſider the words of the Treaty. Thoſe words, 
in the Eleventh Article of the Treaty, by which generally all 
.merchandiſes, mentioned in the Sixth Article, were to pay the | 
ſame duties, when imported from France, as they did when 
imported from the moſt fayoured European nation, were ac- 
companied with an expreſs exception of the caſe reſerved in 
the Seventh Article, and the caſe reſerved in the une | 
was the caſe of Wines. 
Mr. Fox roſe to explain, He ſaid, the Right how. Gen- Mr. For. 
tleman had tal ked of his having blended the Commercial Treaty 
with F rance, with the Treaty with Portugal, as if the latter 
was conſidered as a meaſure dependent on the former, and 
neceſſarily, conſequent to it. This was far from having 
been the way in which he had uſed the word blended, though 
he recollected that he had made uſe of the word in the courſe 
of his ſpeech; but ſo far was he from thinking that the Treaty 
of Portugal ought to be conſidered as neceſſarily conſequent 
to the Treaty with France, that he had maintained the con- 
verſe of the propoſition every time he had ſaid any thing upon 
the ſubjeR z and ſure he was that it would have blen the 
wiſeſt conduct i in Miniſters, had they acted upon a ſimilar idea. 
With regard to what the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, of 
"Government's having, a right. to expect that the Court of 
Liſbon would liſten to the juſt demands and complaints of our 
Merchants, undoubtedly Government was right in that reſpect, 
and Portugal would ſhew herſelf weak and thoughtleſs indeed, 
"if ſhe refuſed to liſten to ſo reaſonable a requiſition, and to do 
that juſtice to Great-Britain that ſhe was ſo undeniably entitled 
to expect. He believed, he doubted, and he feared, that, if 
we were to break with Portugal, we ſhould feel it a very in- 
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convenient circumſtance; in time of a war with the Houſe of 
Bourbon, to have no Power all along the Coaſt of Europe in 
amity with us; but, if he believed, doubted, and feared this, 
decidedly convinced he was that Portugal would feel, with 


' infinitely more · ſeverity, the diſadvantage of loſing her con- 


nexion with this country, which, of all others, was the pro- 


pereſt for her to keep friends with, from whom ſhe had, ever 


fince the year 1703, received ſo many eſſential ſervices, and to 
whom ſhe flood indebted for the rank ſhe held in the confider- 


ation of other Powers, to which her natural ſituation and 


circumſtances gave her no ſort of title. Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſe- 


riouſly thought the argument he had uſed, with regard to 


| Spaniſh Wines, was right; and glad ſhould he be indeed, if 


Mr. Pitt. 
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the Right Hon. Gentleman's conſtruction put upon the Ele- 
venth Article of the Treaty, as it would bear upon the reſerve 
in favour of Portugal Wines expreſſed in the Seventh, (in the 
caſe he had ſtated,) was really admitted to be the true con- 
ſtruction. He repeated the caſe, and put it in a way ſtill 
ſtronger, candidly declaring, that if this country ſhould at 
any time hereaſter lower the duties on Spaniſh Wines, as he 
and others underſtood the Eleventh, Fifth and Seventh Articles 
of the Treaty, France would have a right to claim a ſtill 
greater teduction on the importation of her Wines intoGreat- 
-Britain. Certainly thoſe who made the Treaty knew their 
own meaning; and if the Court of France put the ſame con- 
ſtruction upon thoſe three Articles of the Treaty that the 
Right Hon. Gentleman did, he ſhould be extremely happy, 

and admit that much of his objection was done away. 

The Chancellor of be Exchequer roſe again, to aſſure the 
Right Hon. Gentleman that the conſtruction he had given ta 
thoſe Articles, was, in effect, the right conſtruQion, and that 
the contraQting parties fo underſtood pages 


The Queſtion was put, and negatived, and * the 
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Anden, February 12+ 
eee REGULATION BiLL.. 


The Lottery Regulation Bill having been ſent down from 
the Lords, with amendments, the. Speaker called the attention 
of the Houſe to it ; and as ſoon as the firſt amendment was 
read, viz. omitting the date of the day on which the Bill was 
to take place, (February 10,) and inſerting February 14, 
Mt. Fox roſe, and began a converſation on the doubt, whe- 31 Fe- 
ther altering the date of a Bill, infliting penalties on. the 
ſubjeR, was or was not that ſort of alteration which the Houſe, 
from a proper jealouſy of the malen infringement of their 
privileges, uſually took notice of. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer expreſſed his wiſh to act Mr, Piu. 
with propriety, without proceeding with unneceſſary rigour, 
ſo as to embarraſs themſelves with the other Hauſe, and render 
the intercourſe between the twa Houſes impracticable. 


The SPEAKER ſtated the rule of proceeding uſually adopted. Tespe 


Mr. Fox acquieſced, and thought the caſe before them fell Mr. Fox. 
exactly within the rule deſcribed by the Chair. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer reminded the Houſe, — ond 
the Bill was a meaſure originating with them, and that the 
Lords had proceeded to paſs it as ſoon as they received it: 
but the forms of their Houſe not admitting it to be paſſed ſo 
early as the 10th, the Lords bad altered it to the 14th; and 
therefore, if they were ſo faſtidious as to refuſe to adopt ſuch. 
an alteration, they would, by throwing the Bill out, defeat 
their own meaſure, Mr. Pitt ſaid he would, if the Houle 
approved, wave the fu rther conſideration of the amendment 


till next day, againſt _ time they might ſearch for pre- 
cedents, n 


Mr. Fox would not adenie the argument of ncomenienceæ Me. r.. 


to de of any * compared with their a? eſſential pri- 
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Mr, Sheri- Mr. Sheridan was willing to take the Right Hon. Gentleman 
; at his word, and wave the conſideration. till the next day. 
Mr. Pitt. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after more converſation, 
conſented,, and the Bill with its amendments were adjourned 
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1 FROM THE Cusn 67 ComMmERce. 17 


3 Alderman Newubam preſented a Petition from the Ma- 
nufaAurers aſſembled. in their Chamber, of Commerce, which 
„* brought up and read at the Table. It prayed the Houſe 
would not that day come to any deciſive Reſolution on the 
Commercial Treaty with France, as the Petitioners had not 
had leiſure to underſtand the Treaty, and conſequently were 
not yet aware to what degree their intereſts, and the intereſts 
of their reſpeQive Manufacturers, were likely to be * 


by it. RENT >. Oe 5 
It was moved, c chat che Petition do lie on the Table.” 5 


Alderman 
Newnham. 


u. Pit, The Chancellor of the Exchequer deſired a few of the names 


to be called over, to know each ſubſcriber's particular manu- 
factory; and after hearing one or two, and finding that their 
names only were ſigned, ſaid, he had no objection; but that 
the Petition, and the peculiar moment, choſen for its being 
preſented, were ſufficiently ſingular. The French Treaty had 
been publiſhed between four and five months, and in all that 
time the Manufacturers, who did not ſtate any one objection 
againſt the Treaty, declared that they had not chaſe to find 
leiſure to examine and underſtand Ad The Chancellor uſed 
ſeveral arguments to ſuggeſt that the Petition went to no 
- point, and. contained nothing that ought ta delay the Houſe 
fem going into a Committee. upon the conſideration of the 


3 we OY * 


Treaty immediately. 8 
Tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer 2 "with | wean; 
Os that the Order of the Da be read. 5 
Mc. SR" Fes ſaid, he 19800 for the Order of the Day. 895 


hopes the Hon. 3 as he had done in the caſe of t £4 
«ik 5 rl 
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liſh Propoſitions, meant merely, as he himſelf had on a former 
day ſaid, to begin to deliberate, and with that view to open the 
buſineſs of the "Treaty to the Houſe, and then adjourn the Com- 
mittee, that the Committee itſelf, as well as the petitioners, 


might have time to conſider the inſormation the Hon. Gentle- 


man would doubtleſs furniſh them with, in the able ſpeech he, 
was about to make that day, Mr. Fox ſpoke greatly in favour 
of the petitioners, /. who were, he ſaid, well entitled to the atten- 


tion of the Houſe, as the Houſe could not but have recollected 


among their names ſeveral, to which they could be no ſtrangers. 
He mentioned the names of Meſſts. Walkers, Mr. Holmes, 
and the Houſe of Mills and Haywood, as names too reſpectable 
to be alluded. to with ſarcaſtic levity, and to have it ſaid of 
them, that they + had not choſen to find leiſute to examine the 
Treaty.” Tbey were the deputies and repreſentatives of the 


manufacturing intereſts, and well Gferved a ſerious and * 


ful attention. 


Mr. Sheridan contended, chat the Houſe, if they went into a . 


Committee, could not come to any reſolution of a concluſive 


or binding nature in approbation of the Treaty. The queſtion - 


neceſſarily and unavoidably muſt remain open all through the 
progreſs of the buſineſs, till they came to the very laſt ſtage. of 
it, viz. the laſt vote on the laſt bill that ſhould be brought 
forward in conſequence of the Treaty. With regard to the 
petition juſt preſented, it deſerved ſeribus attention; the Gen- 
tlemen who had ſigned it, were men of moſt reſpectable charac- 
ter, and their allegation was a juſt and a true one; nor was it 
decent in the Right Hon. Gentleman to treat either them or 
their petition with a ſneet. The Right Hon. Gentleman had 


ſaid, that the Commercial Treaty had been between four and | 
| five months before the public; Mr. Sheridan peremptorily de- 


nied the fact. So far from it, it had been only fourteen days 
beſore the public: for what was the Treaty without the Con- 


vention? The manufacturers, he knew, had. it infiguated to 


ba that ſome parts of the Treaty, that they Py 25 
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ſhould be corrected in the Convention. This lulled them into 
filence; and now the Convention was come, there was not any 
correction of the errors complained of to be found in it. Mr. 
Sheridan talked of a garbled meeting of manufacturers, artfully 
convened on the gth of December, and conſiſting only of three 
perſons, whoſe partial reſolutions had been induſtriouſly circu. 
lated throughout the kingdom. This meeting had but five 
letters ſent to them, and two of the five difapproved of the 
Treaty, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, as he was upon his legs, he would 


Put a queſtion, and that a queſtion of great importance to the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, which it was exceedingly material to 


have anſwered. previous to their going into the Committee. 
Did the Right Hon. Gentleman mean immediately to follow up 
the Commercial Treaty with France, with a new commercial 
ſyſtem with Ireland? This, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, was extremely 
important; for he would contend, that it was impoſſible for 
this country to grant a commercial boon to France, and not 
grant the ſame to Ireland. For inſtance, could a Cuſtom-houſe 
Officer of any port, ſeeing two ſhips laden with the ſame com. 
modity enter the port, and ſay to the French captain, You 
« come from France, and therefore you may enter the port; 


but as to you, that come from Ireland, you muſt go back 
* with your ſhip !”* Mr. Sheridan reaſoned upon 1 and | 


7 for an anſwer, but i in vain. 


Tazary OF Conmncn.. AND NAVIGATION 
WITH FRANCE. 


e e i hack, the Speaker ne 2te 


and Mr. Beaufoy took his ſeat at the table. 
"The Chancellor of the Exchequer ' roſe, and opened the im- 
portant buſineſs of the day. He began by an obſervation on 


| the petition, which bad been the ſubject of the late converſation, 


drawing an inference from the terms in which it was worded 
highly favourable to the Treaty, inaſmuch as thoſe who had 
noun themſelves moſt hoſtile to it, had not been able, in the 
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courſe of the five months that had elapſed ſinoe it was firſt made 
public, to offer any ſolid objection, but had gone no farther in 
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their conſideration of it than to determine to doubt He be- 
leved, there were few perſons who would take upon them to 
argue againſt the propriety of. entering on the diſcuſſion of the 
Treaty, merely becauſe a body of merchants and manufacturers, 
aſſembled in their Chamber of Commerce for the purpoſe of 


oppoling a meaſure, had, after near five months deliberation and. - 
. acquaintance with the ſubject, at laſt perſuaded themſelves to 


doubt of its policy; particularly when it was. conſidered. how. 
many intereſts in this country were deeply involved, and how 
many and what great bodies of men, what extenſive branches 
of manufacture were moſt eſſentially connected with it, to 
whom the bad conſequence of thoſe ſuſpended i ſpeculations, 
which the ſuſpence of this Treaty muſt naturally occaſion, was 
not a matter of doubt, but of evident, immediate, and moſt 
alarming certainty. An Hon. Gentleman had, in the debate 
concerning the petition of the Chamber of Maaufactures, al- 
luded to a former tranſation—the Iriſh Propolitions—a tranſ-. 
ation which he ſhould never feel any reluctance to canvas. or 
diſcuſs, as often as Gentlemen thought proper to bring. it for- 
ward; but which, on the preſent occaſion, he was plenſed to 
hear mentioned, as it went very much to overturn the weight 
of thoſe doubts, which the Chamber of Manufactures had, after 


fire months notice, been able to reſolve on. The conduſt of 


that body of men, at the period when that tranſaction was going 
forward, was ſuch as evidently ſhewed that they were not by 
any means backward: in expreſſing their ſentiments, and en- 


forcing them by every exertion in their power, in caſes. where 


their intereſts were concerned; and that on ſuch occaſions,; if 
they had any objections to make, they were. not ſatisſiad by, 
barely. ſtating that they had doubts, upon the ſubject. The 
doubts,, however, of ſo reſpectable a body of men as the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, were of conſequence ſufficiem to engage 
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an unſwer, that he believed would be ſatisſuctory. In the firſt 
place, they had doubted, Whether, by the fifth article of the 


Treaty, there would not be a door opetied; whereby the law, 
28 it now Rood, might not be evaded, and our artiſts and 


manufacturers be conveyed out of the kingdom, under the colour 
of their being ſervants to French ſubjects. To this he deſited 


to be underſtood as glelng a flat negative; for there would 
cht. eſter the confirmation of this Treaty, no one prætext or 
meats, whereby the law, in that- cafe, could be evaded,” or any 
method left open for carrying away our artizans, that had not 


exiſted before. Another ef theit doubts was; whether a nutm - 


ber of laws, now in force, of certain raw "materials and im- 
flements of manufacture; muſt nöt be repealed before this 
Preuty could de eurried: into execution,” To this be hould 
alſo anſwer in the negative, that neither our wol, nor fullet's. 
cart, nor the utenſus uſed in manuſacture Could be exportedi 
The manufacturers Had alfe expreſſed their doubte, whether the 
rights of certain privileged towns and ebrporations, and of 
petſbns enjoying patents for improvements or inventions of 
maneſactutes, were not uròught into danger by the Treaty- 
But foraſuek u doubt: as disg there was no ground whatſoevery 
for they were as effectually protected as ever, and to eonſtrue- 
tion aeſbe ver bf the! Heut could injure them. To theſe! 
doubts they abo added a general remarkʒꝗ ur maxim, which Was, 


_ <6thatwIieiwas but reaſonable; that if u Urawback ſhould be al- 


lowed: or” the exportation of Ftench wines, or other articles 
of that Dry from Gtest.Btitain, chat in fuch caſe a draw- 
baek ſhould alſo be allowed to out manufactures when ex- 
ported from France. On this, he obſerved; that luch a ſtipu- 


lation would be highly improper, and unconſiſtent with the 


prineipfes of negoeiation j for as dut allowing the drawbuek 
would be only for che purpoſe of dur owf\/initereſt and conve- 
nience, we had no right t6 expect from Frafite à bon oorre-. 


ſpontent to it, unleſs a ſimar convenienee might operate w.]. 
dem“ tenduce them votugrarily to foo our — but 
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that at-all events, the allowing of a drawback not having been; 
z thing demanded of us by France, nor ſtipulated for in the 
Treaty, we had no right whatſoever to make any demand for 
it in return; But the Committee of Manufacturers had gone 
farther than the general body, and had attempted to reduce 
thoſe doubts of their principals which had been referred to them, 

to recal apprehenſions ; they had enlarged upon them all, and 
gien them the moſt unfavourable conſtruction poſſible. for the- 


Treaty. They had expreſſed che moſt terrible apprehenſions, 
on aceount of the number of laws that muſt be repealed to Sve | 


operation to the Preaty; as if the manufacturers had any in- 
tereſt as manufacturers and traders; in the multiplication ot 
dimmnution of the number of the ſtatutes. They had among 
others choſen two old ſtatutes, the 3d of Richard III. and che 


329 of Henry VIII. for the retaining of which, it appeared 


that they were extremely concerned.” Thoſe ſtatutes provided 
avainſt eny alien whatſoever being permitted to ſell by retail 
or t take any leaſe of à houſe or thop"to trade in j but the 
uneaſineſs of the manufacturers on this account was rather $1} 
timed, for thoſe two ſtatutes had been long ſince actually re- 


realed ; and be believed if there were at that very moment a 


queſtion propoſed for reviving chem, that ſo impolitie; ſot ab- 
furd, and fo illiberal-a'ſuggeſtion would not meet with the ſap- 
part of 'a ſingle vote in that Houſe. The ſentiments of th 
Chamber of Manufacturers on that head were in themſelves 


ſuſficient to ſhew, how 'well qualified they were for the taſt 


they had undertaken or directing and inſtructing that Houſe 
in the principles of legiſlation. 1 DONT ih a mash 
The Committee of Manufacturers had alſo very ſagaciouſty 
conſidered the effect oſ this Treaty oni the Methuen Treaty; 
and our trade with Portugal. But in fag thlere was ho nen 
cellity for including them in the fame, Queſtion ; for the reaty 
with France would by no means affect; tlie Methuen L rratyz 
there being a particular reſerve in the former / in favduriof tho 
* which Adminiſtration intended to avail themiſelwes of, 


provided ; 
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provided the conduct of the Court. of Portugal was ſuch, as 
entitled it to a continuation of the benefits ĩt had hitherto. en- 
joyed from the trade of this country. So that if the trade with 
Portugal ſhould be given up, as far as the puttiſig an end to the 
_ - Methuen Treaty would be giving it up; it would not be a con- 
ſequence of the Treaty with France, but of that nation's re- 
faſal to comply with the juſt, demands made upon her by this; 
Whereas, if Portugal ſhould give ſatisfaction to this country, in 
the negociation now pending between them, we ſhould then 
be fully at liberty to preſerve entire the ſpirit of the Methuen 
Treaty, although we ſhould have actually voted a reduction of 
the duty on French wines, by aſterwards making a. corre- 
| ſpondent reduction of the duties on Portugal wine, and giving 
operation to both at the ſame period. One reaſon why the 
Chamber of Manufacturers wiſhed to have more time al- 
| lowed for this conſideration, was its novelty ; but though the 
trade with France in a variety of articles, and on terms fa- 
vourable to the confumption of French commodities, was new 
to the Legiſlature of this kingdom, yet it was in fact of old 
_ date, and conſtant practice; although we had laid, in moſt 
inftances, prohibitory duties, and in ſome abſolute prohibitions 
en articles of French produce and manufacture, yet it was per- 
fefAly-notorious that many of thoſe very articles were in con- 
ant uſe and conſumptiori in this kingdom. As an inſtance, 
be mentioned the article of French cambricks, which, though 
lying under a prohibition, were yet conſtantly worn by moſt 
perſons; and he believed, without a ſingle exception, by every 
Gentleman in that Houſe. It had been another complaint of 
the Chamber of Manufacturers, that the commodities in which 
France traded, were in general the natural produce of the 
foil, which could not diminiſh in their quantities, nor ſuffer in 
their qualities from time; whereas ours were principally ma- 
nufactures which owed all their value to the labour and inge- 
nuity beſtowed upon them; the | conſequence of which they 
ED might be, that the * might, by becoming 
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in time as induſtrious and as ingenious as our people, carry on 


a ſucceſsful competition with us in thoſe articles in which we 


| had at preſent a ſuperiority ; while it was impoſſible for us, 


from the nature of our ſoil and climate, ever to expect to 
equal them in any of the articles of their produce. This was, 
he ſaid, an idea that could by no means apply as an argument 
againſt the preſent Treaty; for however fluctuating in its na- 
ture the trade of this country might be, it was abſurd to ſup- 


; poſe that in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time as twelve years, (the length 
of time for which this Treaty was to laſt, if not renewed) any ſuch 


eſſential change ſhould take place in our commerce, as to trans- 
fer to France that decided ſuperiority which we now enjoy in 
almoſt every article of manufacture. He went through the 
whole of the commercial ſyſtem of this country, pointing out 
the tendency of the new arrangements, and their bearings upon 
each different branch of trade; and ſhewing in the cleareſt 


manner the guards that had been adopted, and the advantages 


ſecured in favour of our manufactures. He concluded this 
head of his argument by obſerving, that he had looked upon it 
that the propereſt method for conſidering the Queſtion merely 
in a commercial light, was to confine himſelf to the ſeveral 
objections ſtated by the Chamber of ManufaQures, and to 
give each objection an anſwer, which he hoped he had done to 
the ſatisfaction of the Committee. He next took a view of 
the Treaty, as likely to affect our revenue, and began by 
ſtating the objections that had been made to it on this head. 
It had been ſuggeſted, that as there muſt take place a conſi- 
derable reduction unavoidably in the duties on French wines, 
and probably on the duties on Portugal wines, ſhould the pro- 
viſions of the Methuen Treaty be ſtill kept in force, that the 


revenue would, prima facie, undergo a preſent diminution to 


the extent of the ſeveral reductions of duties, which could only 
be compenſated by a proportionable increaſe of conſumption, 
which muſt of courſe interfere with the vent of ſuch of our 
commodities as were of a fimilar or correſponding 
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To obviate this ground of objection, he ſtated the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of the wine trade; that notwithſtanding the late 
regulations for the prevention of ſmuggling, and the ſubjecting 
- the wine trade to the ſuperintendance of the Exciſe, there was 
_ a.clear. proof ariſing, from a comparative view of the ſtock | 
books of the Exciſe- officers, and the entries at the Cuſtom- 
houſe, that within theſe few months paſt, the conſumption of 
wines was infinitely greater than the legal importation ; this 
aroſe partly from a contraband and clandeſtine importation, 
but chiefly from the manufacture of home-made wine, which 
was brought to market as foreign wine. Now the conſequence 
of a reduction of duties, accompanied as it would be by further 
regulations of collection, muſt neceſſarily be the encourager of 
the fair trader, and the ſuppreſſion, as well of the ſmuggled 
importation, as of the uſeleſs and pernicious home manufac- 
ture; ſo that although our confumption might not increaſe, 
yet our legal importation, and of conſequence our revenue 
and navigation, muſt be materially benefited. But even ſup- 
poſing the reduction of our duties on wine to be loſt, and not 
to be compenſated by the increaſe of the legal importation, ſtill 
in other parts of the arrangement there were proviſions made, 
that would amply meet any defalcation that could ariſe in the 
revenue on wine. In the article which he had already men- 
- tioned, that of French cambrick would be found a reſource 
that would alone go a great way towards indemnifying us for 
our Joſs on wine. This article at preſent laboured under an 
actual prohibition, and yet it was in conſtant uſe, and would, 
if legalized, bear a tax; and as he was inſtruQed and believed, 
produce 50,000]. per ann. Now calculating the reduction on 
wine as an entire loſs to the revenue, which could not be ex- 
pected to be made good even in a part by the increaſed legal 
conſumption, the whole ſum ſo loſt, would amount on Por- 
tugal wines to 150 or 160, ocol. and on French wines only to 
about 20,0001. When it was conſidered then what a conſi- 
derable revenue would ariſe . other new branches of im- 
portation, 
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portation, as well as from that of cambrick, how conſiderably 
the demand for our on manufactures would increaſe, and how 
much the revenue would be thereby improved by the increaſe 
of the Exciſe duties which many of thoſe manufactures pay; 
and, above all, how much it would operate in favour of the 


population and navigation of the 'kingdom—there was no per- 


ſon could be ſo deſponding as not to hope for a full and com- 

plete compenſation in thoſe ſeveral channels for any loſs we 

could poſſibly ſuſtain from the lowering the duties on wine. 
The third point of view in which this Queſtion has been 


conſidered, was that of its political tendency. It was objected 


to, inaſmuch as it went to compoſe thoſe jealouſies, and de- 
ſtroy that rivalſhip which had ſo long ſubſiſted between thoſe 
two countries, and which it was ſtated, was of much ſalutary 
conſequence to Great-Britain. It was further inſinuated, that 
there was no dependance to be placed on the faith of the party 
with whom we were treating, and that the advantage was 


chiefly in favour of France throughout the whole, and that 


France ought more to be conſidered with an eye of diſtruſt, 
than of friendſhip by this country, on account of her increaſed 
comparative power. The firſt of thoſe objections, he ſaid, 
unfortunately gained ſome .degree of conſideration from the 
uniform practice of the two countries for many centuries paſt; 


and he was ſcarcely ſurprized to hear, even from ſuch en- 


lightened men as he had heard ſpeak upon the ſubject, that 
France and England were naturally and neceſſarily enemies. 
The fat, he was perſuaded, was directly the reverſe; for, how- 
ever ambition or accident might have' embroiled them with 
each other, till there had always been in the individuals of 
both countries, a diſpoſition towards a friendly intercourſe, and 
France and Britain had each of them virtues and good quali- 
ties, which the other had liberality enough to acknowledge and 


to admire. There was no miſtake could be more glaring than 
that which ſome people had affected to have got into, that the 


advantages in this Treaty were in favour of Franco. It was 
n O 2 by 
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as means ſo, but directly the reverſo; for in every point of 
view, whether conſidered in reſpect of revenue, whether with 
regard to the capital employed on both ſides, and the induſtry 
to which it would give employment, they were all highly in 
favour of this country. This poſition he proved, by ſtating 
that the principal articles of trade which the French market 
ſupply, were the natural produce of the ſoil, were produced by 
the earth almoſt in a ſtate fit for conſumption, and were of a 
nature, that an importation into other countries would bear a 
very conſiderable duty, in proportion to their prime coſt z and 
-Anſomuch, they were an article of trade highly beneficial, in 
point of revenue, to ſuch nations as imported them. Whereas 
the commodities that Great-Britain would have to ſupply 
France with, were ſuch as required a conſiderable capital, and 
intenſe labour, to bring them to ſuch perſection as rendered 
them fit for conſumption; and by that means were more con- 
ducive to population, and to the diffuſing Nn 
ne the country. — 

To ſhew how ill-judged a notion it was, that 8 had 
the advantage of Great-Britain in the Treaty, he entered into a 
compariſon between the objects of trade which each country 
each. He obſerved, that our moſt ingenious and laborious 
manufactures, in ſteel and other metals, were to be admitted 
into France on paying a duty of only ten per cent. after having 
employed a conſiderable capital and afforded a living to innu- 
merable manufacturers, whereas the wines of France were to 
pay with us a duty of above one hundred per cent. though a 
commodity which had required no very conſiderable degree 
either of induſtry or capital to bring to perfection ſo that if we 
ſhould import of their commodities only to the amount of 
500,000k.- we ſhould have a clear ĩnconte to our revenue of 
more than that ſun; but, if they were to import to the value 
of one million of ours, they would have only a revenue of about 
ale That nnn E bighly. 4 gainer by the 
* 4 Y arrange- 
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tinued induſtry. She had no natural productions that would 
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arrangement, and that the principal advantage was clearly on 
her ſide, was a truth that he ſhould not hefitate to avow in the 


very face of France, Still there was this ſingular felicity in the 


tranſaQtion, that although the advantage was evidently and de- 
cidedly in favour of England, yet it was alſo, in a very great 
degree, beneficial to France: To reconcile: this, he faid, It 
was neceſſary to conſider the fate and ſituation of the tied 
countries: France had the good fortune to be bleſſed in an 
eminent degree with all the choiceſt gifts of nature; her ſoil 
and her climate were ſuch as furnifhed her almoſt ſpontaneouſly 

with every delicacy, and every luxury neceflary to ſupply the 
conſumption of her neighbours, and that without any great 
opportunities of employing her people in the bringing her com- 
modities to a ſtate of perfection. On the contrary, England 
not bleſſed with thoſe” natural advantages, had to ſurmounit the 
difficulties of her firuation by perfeverance, by thoſe exettions 
to which our free conſtitution was ſo congenial, and by con- 


bring foreign nations to her market; the only object of ttade 
by which ſhe could hope to enrich herſelf, were her manu- 
factufes. Nothing could be more evident, than that a trade in 
any commodity was advantageous, in proportion to the degree 
of labour, induſtry, and capital uſed in bringing it to market; 


and the exceſs in value of the perfect manufacture bote the . 
| raw tnaterial.— This advantage then was clearly and es 


in favour of England, and yet being ſo, France had no right to 
repine ; for if fo, ſhe muſt repine at thoſe very bleffings ſhe ſo 
eminently poſſeſſed from nature! for they were the only cauſe 
of that circumſtance, as in the” naturè of things, A counitry 
which | enjoys the moſt luxuriant productions of the eatth, "but 
which alſo wants manufaQure, muſt either not trade at all, 6 


elſe trade with a manufacturing nation to the advantage of be | 


latter. Another circumſtance « comparatively favourable to this 


country above France i in this ſettlement, was the fate of 
n of both kingdoms—we had a market opened for us 
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| in a country containing above twenty millions of inhabitants, 
| ; while we admitted France to trade. with a nation that was ſup- 
poſed to contain not above eight millions. Thoſe circumſtances, 

in our favour, were ſufficient to refute another part of the ob- 
jection, which was, that we were not to expect a faithful ad- 
#1 | herence to the terms of amity now propoſed, and concluded on 
_y the part of France, for that there was ground to fear, that in 
1 this Treaty, it was only her deſire to put this nation off its 
guard, ; in order that ſhe might, at her leiſure, continue to 
proſecute thoſe plans of policy and of power, that would enable 
ber hereafter to reduce Great Britain to whatever degree of 
humiliation ſhe might think proper. That ſuch perfidy ſhould 
exiſt, on the part of France, was a thing that he would never 
belieye, except on better authority chan the mere ſuggeſtions 
of men avowing themſelves, at the ſame time, rooted in pre- 
judices the moſt abſurd, and now he hoped almoſt effectually 
exploded, againſt that nation. But there was a ſufficient proof 
in the very operation that this Treaty muſt neceſſarily have, 
chat would totally overthrow every. foundation for ſuch a ſuſ- 
picion—this was the obvious advantages that muſt ariſe to this 
country, both i in point of revenue, of navigation, and of popu- 
lation, which the French would never have put into our hands, 
if_they had any hoſtile: views againſt us, The very Treaty 
which was argued by Gentlemen in oppoſition, to be a prelude 
zo the ambitious deſigns of France againſt this country, was 
in, itſelf a certain means of ſtrengthening our hands, and of 
preparing us to meet, and to oppoſe any attempts that might be 
made * us. Much emphaſis had been uſed by thoſe Gen- 
| tlemen, and very high colourings had been applied by them, 
| ow -when, ſpeaking of the great power of the French monarchy. 
FF & If this was done with a view t to create and ſpread an apprehenſion 
WT | of a an attack from that quarter, he he confeſſed it had no ſuch effect 
8 #- upon him. The ſituation of France, however ſplendid and 
xeſpeCable | it might be, had r never become ſo, in conſequence of 
any f Keel 1 M country; he vd no miniſfer of 
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France would ever look upon the event, or the conſequences of 
the laſt war, as an encouragement to engage in a new one 


againſt Great- Britain, when he ſhould conſider that, although 
at the head of the moſt formidable confederacy that ever was 
formed in Europe, and that too, aided by a diviſion of our 


own empire, they were able to do no more than what they have 
done; and that againſt that dangerous and extenſive con- 
federacy, againſt every calamity we ſuffered during ſo long, 
and ſo ill concluded a war, we were ſtill able to raiſe our heads, 

and to ſhew the world, that our reſources were almoſt inex- 


hauſtible, and that nothing could conquer us but our own 


miſconduct, and our own diſſentions. It had been aſked, 
whether it was expected that the French would adhere to the 
Treaty, and continue to preſerve the peace which it was in- 
tended ſhould be cemented between the two kingdoms? Be- 


ſides the moſt ſolemn aſſurances from the French Court of 
their ſincerity, he had a further ſecurity for their keeping the 


Treaty inviolate, which was the private intereſt of every con- 
ſiderable perſon in the kingdom, the value of whoſe lands 


would depend on the conſumption of their produce, which 


could not obtain in any part of Europe fo certain and ſo advan- 
tageous a market as in England; and even the. taſte of the 
people would operate greatly in preſerving a ſyſtem that fur- 


niſhed them with a ſupply of ſuch articles as indulged. their 


fancy; and, by the bye, although an arbitrary government, 


there was perhaps none in Europe on which the intereſts of 


private individuals and popular opinion had fo. great an in- 


fluence as on that of France. Gentlemen had objected to go 
ſo ſoon into the Committee, until further time was given for 
the various intereſts which were likely to be affected by it, to 
conſider and digeſt minutely its various parts and proviſions ; 


but he had never heard any. Gentleman oppole the going into 
the conſideration of it thus early, on account of gaining time 
for conſidering the principle of it, however they might think 


the * e of being «wa underſtood, excepF after 


| Cloſe 


+200 


| Mir. Fox. 
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* Cloſe inquiry and minute inveſtigation. He ſhould not, there- 
fore, make any propoſition to the Committce at preſent, hat 
: ſhould lead Parliament to any part of the detailed ſyſtem of the 


Treaty; he ſhould begin with a motion, which could not be 


objected to, except upon the principle of the Treaty, becauſe it 
only went to remove and do away thoſe prohibitions and pro- 
hibitory duties which French commodities had hitherto laboured 
under, and to put them on a footing with other - nations—a 
- thing to which, in a commercial point of view, there could be 
no objection, as there could be no danger to trade in ſuffering 
the ſame commodities that are already, on certain terms, im- 
ported from one country, to be alſo imported on the ſame terms 
from another, But it certainly went to eſtabliſh the principle 
of the Treaty, which was the laying a foundation for a free and 

| _ amicable intercourſe between the two countries, a thing which 
he felt-a perfect ſatisfaction in doing, convinced, as he was, 


that it was a meaſure pregnant with the moſt eſſential benefits 
to both kingdoms, and more eſpecially to this. He then moved, 
« that it is the opinion of this Committee, that all goods of the 


produce or manufacture of France, not mentioned in the 


Tariff, in the Sixth Article of the Treaty, be admitted into 
this kingdom, on paying the ſame duties that are now paid on 
ſimilar commodities, the produce or . of any . 


the moſt favoured European nation.“ 


Mr. For roſe immediately as the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer fat down, and Mr. Flood preſented himſelf to Mr. 
Beaufoy at the ſame time, but the cry being for Mr. Fox, 
that Gentleman proceeded, Mr. Fox began by declaring, 


that he clearly ſaw that the Right Hon. Gentleman had con- 


 fidered a great and complicated ſubject on narrow and con- 


- fined ground. When he was in office he had began the only 


ſyſtem op which Commerce between the two countries could 


5A have been carried on, without diſgrace and embarraſſment to 


% 


Great Britain, To the greateſt part of what had fallen from 
the Right Hon. Gentleman with ſo much eloquenee and abi- 
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lity, he was prepared to give a direct and immediate negative: | 
He at the ſame time ſerupled not to aſſert, that no one argu- 
ment the Hon. Gentleman had uſed in favour of the Treaty 
carried conviction to his mind, or altered his opinion of it in 
the ſmalleſt degree. The Hon: Gentleman had done what he 
expected, becauſe it was what every perſon muſt have done, 
who undertook the defence of a Commercial Treaty with 
France, talked a great deal of the aſſurances ' given by the 
Court of Verſailles of her amicable intentions towards Gfeat 
Britain, and on theſe affurances of friendſhip had He reſted 
nis confidence that France was fincere in her profeſſions, and 
that ſhe really wiſhed well to this country. In that confi- 
dence he never could join, nor could he ever be brought to 
believe that France was fincere when ſhe profeffed tobe the 
friend to Great Britain. The Hon. Gentleman had faid, 
e ſure no man would go ſo far as to aſſert, that France muſt 
be actuated by an unalterable enmity towards us, and that i it 
abſolutely was impoffible chat the two countries could ever 
be brought to act towards each other with amity and friend- 
ſhip.” He undoubtedly, Mr. Fox ſaid, would not go the 
1 of aſſerting that France was and muſt remain thè un- 
alterable enemy of Great Britain, and that there was not 2 
poſſibility for any circumſtances to occur, under which France 
might not fecretly feel a wiſh to aQ"amicably with reſpec̃t to 
this kingdom. It was poſſible, but ſcarcely at all probable. 
That the however felt in that manner at preſent, He not only * 
doubted but diſbelieved. France was the natural political cne- 
my of Gteat Britain. What made her ſo ? — not the memory 
of Creſſy and of Agincourt, the victories of thoſe fields had 
nothing to do with the circumſtance ; it was the overweening 
pride and boundleſs ambition of France; her invariable arid 
ardenit deſire to hold the ſway of Europe. If the Hon. Gen- 
tleman thought the friendly affurances of France were infalli: 
ble proofs of her fincerity, let him but turn over the cor. 
reſporidence to be found in the Secretary of State's Office, 
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that related to what had paſſed between the Britiſh Ambaſſador 


and the French Miniſters, at the time that Lord Stormont had 


been our Ambaſſador and immediately before the delivery of 
the French .reſcript, previous to their breaking with us, and 
joining America againſt this country, and he would there ſee 
aſſurances of ſincere regard, and profeſſions of firm friendſhip 


as warm and as promiſing as could be made. How far thoſe 


aſſurances had been verified, and how far thoſe profeſſions had 
been fulfilled, the Houſe and the country but too well knew. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, one reaſon to diſtruſt France was, the amiable 
/ charagter of the French Monarch, .a Monarch celebrated for 


his love of juſtice, for his deſire to ſerve his country, and his 


wiſh to aggrandize her name. That Monarch fat on the 


throne when France laſt went to war with us, and the Miniſter 
of that day, Monſieur Maurepas, a man of known talents, but 
a man of that time of life not likely to be led away by impro- 


bable ſpeculations on viſionary projects, more flattering than 


ſolid. Aſſurances of friendſhip therefore on the part of the 
Sonar. of Verſailles were not to be relied on, eſpecially at this 

moment, when France was fo powerful, and had ſo little rea- 
1 thing really meant for the good of this 
country. Mr. Fox contended, that France was the natural 
foe of Great Britain, and that ſhe wiſhed, by entering into 2 


Commercial Treaty with us, to tie our hands, and prevent us 


from engaging in any alliances with other powers. He an- 
ſwered that part of Mr. Pitt's ſpeech, in which he had ſaid, 

that at one time France and Great Britain were. friends, and 
had carried on a Commercial Intercourſe with each other. The 
reaſon, he ſaid, was, this country had at that time another na- 

tural enemy, and that was Spain. He elucidated this, by re- 
referring to the hiſtory of Europe, and ſtated, that from the 
reign of Henry VI. after thoſe wars were over, that this coun- 
try had derived ſo much glory from, France and Great Britain 


did for a long time continue upon an amicable footing with each 
other. The Hon. Gentleman, he obſerved, had dwelt a good 


were aſterwards proved not to have deſeryed the ſmalleſt impu- 
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deal on the benefit that individuals would reap from the Trea- 


ty's being carried into execution. That, Was, Mr. Fox Laid, 

one good reaſon with him for dilliking it. Connexions of 
ſuch great political importance, ought not to reſt on the adyan- 
tage that would accrue, from, them to intereſted individuals, 


but on the good effect they were likely to produce to.the P ublic 


and to the State, In the reign of Charles II. 
nexion with France; why. for the good of. 


we had A con- 
an individual, 


ab" of ihe corruption of the Crowned Head. Oliver 


Cromwell, it was true, notwithſtanding, his. wiſdom. and the 
vigour of his meaſures, was alſo in connexion with France; 
the only reaſon that could be aſſigned was probably for the 
ſake of the ſafety of his own perſonal ſituation, having 1 to 
dread that France might lend her aid to the family. of the ab- 
dicated Prince, and aſſiſt in reſtoring them to their regal rights, 
that conſideration might operate and induce him, to prefer his 
own intereſt and the preſervation of his power to the glory of 
the country over which he, in almoſt. every other reſpect, 
ruled with ſo much credit to himſelf. Charles IL. from the 
moment he came to the Throne, began to put ſchemes. in.exe- 
cution for the ruin of the religion of his people, and almoſt 
of every thing that it was his duty to maintain and uphold, 

In King William's time, a more glorious conduct was pur- 
ſued ʒ and in the ſubſequent reign, till the people were led away 
with falſe notions of their intereſts, and, not only perſuaded, 
that the victories and triumphs of the wars they had carried on 
ſo ſucceſsfully againſt France, had been purchaſed at too dear 
a price of blood and treaſure to this country, but that thoſe 
who had planned thoſe wars in the cabinet, and conducted 
them in the field, deſerved execration and puniſhment. . At 
that zra it was that the Tories got the Government into their 


hands, and under the influence of idle rumours of the church 


being in danger, and the moſt incredible reports, prevailed on 
the Tory Parliament to paſs cenſures on men, whoſe characters 


tation 
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tation of blame. Even the Duke of Malborough himſelf, who 


| bad fought the battles" of his country with ſo much glory to 


the Britifh name and character, and ſo much ſignal honour 1 
himſelf, did not eſcape without fur, and without abuſe. 

that ra it was that the Treaty of Utrecht was thought 8. | 
and. negociated; x T reaty that deſervedly met with the exe- 
crition” of all ranks of people? Even that Parliament, that 
uad proved fd fervite; that it had diſgraced itſelf in a variety 


: of inſtances, So bn bent to ſwallow the infamous Treaty 
WU Utrecht, VitrejeQetit. They thereby proved, that though 


ey were 'a Tory, they were not a French Parliament, but 
Although they did reject the 8th and gth articles of the Treaty 
of Utrecht, they were ſo adulatory to the then Tory Miniſtry, 


iat if they could not bring themſelves to approve their works, 


they nevertheleſs praiſed their perſons, and ſent up an Addreſs 


to the Queen, flattering to the Adminiſtration, though i it con- 


demned their Treaty. Mr. Fox drew a parallel between their 
on, and the treatment the Hon. Gentleman had himſelf 
rienced ever ſince he had been in power: he had talked of 
. Iriſh Propoſitions; and as it were invited their being men- 
tioned, would not the fate of thoſe propoſitions ſufficiently 
prove; that although the meaſure failed, yet the Hon. Gentle- 
man, high in favour with his Sovereign, and with the people, 
Joſt not an atom of the confidence of either. The Houſe 
might recollect, that when the Iriſh propoſitions came ulti- 
mately to be voted in that Houſe, many Gentlemen of great 
character and regard in the country, expreſsly declared, that 
the meaſure was too complex and implicated for them to com- 
tebend, but that they were ready to vote for it, from the con- 
ence they had in the Hon. Gentleman's integrity, and in 
bis having declared, that it was a right meaſure; The Hon. 
Gentleman, Mr. Fox obſerved, had laid great ſtreſs on the 
uffertion, that no Petitions had been preſented againſt the 
Treaty; the fame degree of ſtreſs exactly, had he lain on the 
fame circuraftance in the caſe of the Iriſh propoſitions, and 
l p 


yet 
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yet they all recollected how the boaſt of the Hon. Gentleman 


had turned out. But, in the preſent caſe, there was a Petition 
from the Chamber of Commerce, ſigned by ſome of the moſt 


reſpeRable names to be found among the Manufacturers of the 
country. Mr. Fox juſtified Meſſrs. Walker, and the houſe 


of Mills and Haywood, for their conduct, and ſaid, if fuch 
men declared they did not rightly underſtand the Treaty, it 
dehoved that Committee to proceed cautiouſly, and not to loſe 
all Gght af their being a deliberative aſſembly. He aſked, did 
the Right Hon. Gentleman himſelf, or any other Gentleman 
take upon him to aſſert, that he underſtood the intereſts of 
the cotton manufacture better than Mr. Walker, or the inter- 
eſts of the woollen manufacture better than the houſe of Mills 
and/Haywood ? He replied to the ſeveral obſervations that had 
been made by Mr. Pitt on the Report from the Chamber of 
Commerce, and defended every part of that Report, declaring 
the queſtions put in the Report were pertinent and pointed, 
notwithſtanding the Hon. Gentleman had thought proper to 
treat them with ſo much levity, and to declare that he ſhould 
be very much aſhamed if any Gentleman thought what he was 
about to read, was really a part of his ſpeech. With reſpe& 
tothe doubts entertained by the Chamber of Commerce, as to 
the conſtruction of the 5th Article; he was very free to ſay, 
that thoſe doubts appeared to him to be ill- founded, and to 
agree with the Hon. Gentleman, that if there were any laws 
exiſting, by which aliens and foreigners were debarred from 
exerciſing a retail trade in this country, they were a diſgrace 
to the ftatute-book, and ought to be done away. After 
dwelling for ſome time upon this matter, and juſtifying the 
report, and the queſtion propoſed im it for enquiry, he re- 
turned to his firſt argument; that France was not to be trufted, 
and that ſhe infidiouſty meant to draw this country into her 
ſcale of the balance of power, which could not but make it 
preponderate. He obſerved, that Mr. Pitt had talked of the 
Rr eaſe, and accommodation manifeſted by F. ance all 


th:ough 
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through the negociation; a circumſtance at which, Mr. Fox 
ſaid; he was not ſurprized, becauſe upon a. peruſal of the 
Treaty, it was evident that France had her: own great end in 
view, and not the good of Great-Britain. In order to ex- 
plain this, Mr. Fox remarked, that notwithſtanding the levity 
of French manners, notwithſtanding the conſtitutional muta- 
bility- of that people, yet, to the aſtoniſhment of all the 
world, during all their changes of Adminiſtration, they had 
for more than a century kept to one regular and conſtant 
idea, that of overweening pride, and natural aggrandiſement. 
Anxious to graſp at more than a due influence over the other 
powers of Europe, France had endeavoured, by different means, 
to attain her object. In the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, ſhe 
had openly avowed her purpoſe, and endeavoured to effect it; 
but finding that arrogant conduct offenſive to all the other 
powers of Europe, and that it made her an hoſt of foes, ſhe 
had lately changed her means, and determined to do that by 
the more laudable mode of commercial connexion, that ſhe 
ſaw ſhe would not be ſuffered to accompliſh by force of arms. 
Hence her facility to treat with this country, becauſe ſhe knew 
ſhe ſhould bave an opportunity of taking an advantage; an 
advantage which ſhe had not permitted to eſcape her. - When 
the Family Compact was entered into, Mr, Fox ſaid, it gave 
great offence to the European powers; and when we nego- 
ciated the peace of Paris in 1763, being at that time the cnc 
ceſsful combatants, and granting relief from the fatigue an 
expence of a diſaſtrous war, to an almoſt exhauſted foe, we 
got France, then humbled as ſhe was, to tacitly abjure the 
Family Compact, as would be ſeen by referring to the firſt 
Article of that Treaty. In our laſt Treaty of Peace, the 
Treaty ſigned at Paris in 1983, the French adhered to their 
abjuration ; but as we did not deem that ſufficiently ſatisfactory, 
the Duke of Mancheſter was ſent over, who obtained a decla- 
ration which expreſsly anſwered the purpoſe. Notwithſtanding 
theſe Men; France had been artful enough to revive the 
4 Family 
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Family Compact in the preſent Commercial Treaty, and had 


thereby obtained a recognition of it on the part of this country. 


Mr. Fox, to prove this poſition, read the 24th or 25th article 


of the Family Compact, and the different articles from the 
Treaties of 1763, and of 1783, and was extremely pointed on 
the circumſtances, which he ſaid was an admirable proof of 


the ſincerity of the aſſurances of France, and her proſeſſions 


of friendſhip towards Great-Britain; and accounted very ſuf- 
ficiently for the eaſe and facility which ſhe had manifeſted in 
the courſe of the negociation. He enlarged upon the argu- 
ment that this country ought not by any. means in point of 
policy to connect herſelf too cloſely with France. Her true 
ſituation was that, he ſaid, of a great maritime power looked 
up to by the other powers of Europe, as that to which the 


diſtreſſed ſhould fly for aſſiſtance, whenever France unjuſtly 
attacked them with a view to the attainment of her favourite 


object. Two things it behoved a wife Miniftry of this coun- 
try to aim at with reſpe& to France; the one was to divert her 
attention from her marine, and turn it to land connexions and 
fortifications ; the other was to procure an alliance for Great- 
Britain with ſome maritime power that could aſſiſt her whenever 
France thought it a fit moment to attack her. Both of theſe 
ends, if they could be anſwered, were extremely deſirable ; 
but if both could not, it was the duty of Miniſters to endea- 
vour to gain one of them. Mr. Fox declared he had lately 
heard, and with much true joy, that the probability of our 
once again recovering our ſituation with Holland, was not 
quite ſo hopeleſs as it had been. He was ſincerely glad of it, 
for the preſent Treaty did not appear to him likely to invite 
other powers to enter into alliance with us. He went over 
the whole of Friday's argument relative to the Methuen 
Treaty with Portugal, throwing new lights upon it, men- 


tioning that Portugal took fifteen hundred pounds of ſalt fiſh 


from us annually, and declaring, that our connexjon with the 
Court of Liſbon had been made a ſacrifice and peace · offering 
en — to 
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to France, and had been clearly. given as the price of . the 
Treaty. He ſaid that the French, in the much boaſted. re. 
ſerve contained in the 7th Article. of the Commercial Treaty, 
- had completely outwitted us. He explained this, by reminding 
the Committee, that the reſerve as to Portugal, was the re- 
ſerve of a right actually exiſting when the Treaty was nego- 
ciated, whereas the reſerve on the part of France, viz. That of 
an Article in the Family Compact, was not admitted __ to 
have an exiſtence. 
Aſter very fully going over the ground of the e 
Treaty, he touched upon the commercial and the revenue di- 
viſions, contending that the Hon. Gentleman had been miſ- 
taken in almoſt every one of his arguments reſpecting both of 
thoſe heads. He denied that we were quite ſo certain of 
France's taking off ſo much of our manufactures as the Hon, 
Gentleman ſeemed to think ſhe would; and be went into a 
long train of reaſoning to prove that there would in all proba- 
bility be a very conſiderable defalcation of the-revenue.. He 
ſaid, it was a little ſingular to hear the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man account for the quantity of wines and of brandies that 
were likely to be imported, as if the whole of what was now 
ſuppoſed to be ſmuggled was certain of bejng brought into the 
country, and pay the duty. He took notice of Mr. Pitr's 
having mentioned beer lightly, as an article that France 
might import, but upon ſo high a duty as 30 per cent. This 
might turn out a much more ſerious matter than Gentlemen 
imagined. He was aware that it was laughable to. hear any 
one ſay, he dreaded the importation of French beer, becauſe it 
was well known France brewed no beer; but examine the 
matter a little cloſer, and it would. be found a matter of ſerious 
alarm. Suppoſe hereafter the exciſe on malt and other-taxes 
upon brewing were to increaſe in this country, ſo as to encou- 
rage ſome brewers of large capitals to go to Calais, Boulogne, 
&c. brew there, and import what beer they brewed at 30 per 
cent. duty, That might be a ſerious conſideration, Mr. For 
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Mr. Fox. 


the Court of Portugal ? Was it from her well · timed aſſiſtance 
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others in attacking, France; but that every meaſure: that could 
de adopted, that was. likely to enſure: the duration of peace, 
ought to be adopted by bers He ſuggeſted, that, however 
reſpectable the Manufacturers, that Houſe was ſurely much 
more qualified to legiſlate than they were. Mr. Grenville 
ſtated, that [te Fifeh Article of the Treaty, Which the Ma- 
nufacturers entertained doubts about, was copied from the 
Treaty of Uttecht, and was already in force.” Speaking of 
our political-intereſts, he ſaid, he by no means believed the 
deſcription. that the Right Hon. Gentleman had given of the 
Influence France had over the other powers, ſo as to make 
"them advesſe to entering into an alliance with us, was founded; 
on the contrary, he hoped, and he believed, that they felt 
very. differently towards us. But the beſt alliance, in his 
mind, was an alliance with our Merchants and our Manufac- 


| turers, Encourage the ſpirit of adventure, and of induſtry, 


and that would neceſſarily increaſe the means, and furniſh 
the reſources, to enable us to ſupport a war, ſhould a war 


become unfortunately neceſſary. Mr. Grenvihte concluded 


by. ſayings | * ſnould ny give his vote you the — 


Motion, 


Mr. . roſe again to n The Hon. . wks 
ſpoke laſt, had ſaid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer reſted 


his belief of the ſincerity of France on ſomething better than 


mere aſſurances and profeſſions of friendſhip. - Would the 
Hon. Gentleman be ſo good as to ſay, from what ſymptom 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was led to imagine France 
ſincere? Was it from her kind interference in our favour with 


at the Court of Ruſſia, or in Spain, or any where elſe, that 
we were negociating? The Hon. Gentleman was not, it ap- 
peared, ſo 1eady to court foreign alliances, as alliances at 
home: he was for relying on internal and domeſtick, rather 


. ! DEBATES, 


than ſeeking for external ſupport and affiſtance. Mr. Fox 


ſaid, external means ſhould always be locked ifter; becauſc; 


i we had nos friend, we might Have an ehemy; in any other 


power ; and Though a ſmall power could not do a'great deal 


againſt us ſingly,” there were” cireumſtances under which the 


having a friend was of material conſequence, be the power of 
that friend natrow and circumſcribed, or great and extenſive; 
Mr, Fox ſaid, Mr. Grenville had miſtated a paſſage in his 
ſpeech, which he re- ſtated. It was the deſcription of what 
ought-to be the true political ſituation of this e with 


reſpect to France and the European powers. 
Mr. Francis began with obſetving, that the Chincellor of Mr. Francis. 


the Exchequer had divided the ſubje& under three heads, viz. 


the Commercial, the Politicat,” and the Revenue! He had 
indeed mentioned the Naval, but dhe had not done any thing 


more than mention it. Mr. Franeis then ſuggelted variety 
of obſervations on the Treaty; to prove its impoliey. He 
talked of the folly of taking French wit in exchange for Engliſh 
wiſdom; and warned the Houſe to remember, that Evil 
communication corrupts good manners. He mentioned the 
lace- manufactory of Buckingham, and ſaid, thats: great deal 
of French Jace was ſent there, put upon Engliſh cards} and 
ſold for Engliſh. In the coutſe.of his ſpeech, Mr. Francis 


ſaid, it was clear that certain perſons wanted to promote a 


marriage between France and Great-Britain, '' but that the 
doubt was, which was to be the huſband. He knew perfectiy 
well, that France was to be the huſband. Mr. Francis added 
a variety of ſingular remarks againſt the Commercial Treaty, 
and concluded: with declaring, that he would: vote for — 
rn s leaving the Chair. 


Mr. Flood, who had been loudly called to by the . Mr. Flood. 


ad. he ſhould only trouble the Committee with a word or 
two. He had preſented himſelf to the Chair as ſoon as the 
ö Right 
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Right Hon. Chancellor of the Expbequer ſat down ; but, after 
the Right Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke next had. been heard, 
be wiſhed to wait till the ſplendour of his eloquence had va; 
fiſhed from their ſight. At that moment the Committee were 
ſo fatiguod and exbauſted, a Well es himſelf, that he was as 
incapable of ſpeaking as they muſt be unwilling to liſten. It 
was his intention, however, in the beſt manner he was able, 
to endeavour to deſeribe the principles an which his deciſion 
would hinge; but, as there would be another opportunity of 
doing that, and the Qyueſtion then before the Committee. 
was, that the Chairman do leave the Chair,“ he would con · 
tent himſelf for the preſent with giving bis vote far that 
3 99013) n, inen d 
Mr. f. M; Powys 594408 merely, to lata, in plain make terms, 
nis opinion upon the Treaty. The Right Han. the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had ſaid, it wauld prove a yaſt extenſion of 
che nztional commerce, and reduce 2 large addition of na- 
tional renne; if thoſe: allegations could be fully and fairly 
made out, he was: perſuaded the Right Hon. Gentleman de- 
ſerved the thanks of his country for his good intentions, and 
run jn ſuchan intercourſe, Mr.;Powys: ſaid, he h. no great 
Tiſk, except in two articles, -in,glaſs and in cottons. The 
glaſs manufactory, he conceived, would be utterly annihilated 
by the Treaty; and he greatly; doubted whether the cotton 
manufactary would not be injured conſiderahly. The. refolu- 
dion that had been moved, Mr. Powys ſaid, he looked upon 
as eoneluſive, and e upon the Committee, if they agreed 
toit. and the Right Hon. Gentleman had fairly told them 
(for he had taken down his words) that he neither defired nor 
_ +. expeRed any Gentleman to vote for the Reſolutiqns,. that did 
not think the Treaty proceeded] an a fafe principle, and that it 
wa be highly „ the country. . To the latter 
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he was not prepared to ſpeak; and as to the ſafety of it, he 


was far from thinking it ſafe, therefore he ſhould vote for the 
Chairman to report a progreſs, 7 oo OE, 


Mr. Alderman Matſon ſaid, his duty obliged him not to give — 
a ſilent vote: he oats yarns won Chaitttian” to read the 


Queſtion, 


Mr. Beaufoy ſtated, abit the nen he was to put Was, Mr. Beaufoy 
e that he left the Chair.“ 


Mr. Alderman Watſon ſaid, he had nothing to ſay upon Alderman 
that Queſtion. — 


Mr. Baring roſe to ſay only a few words, as he ſhould have Mr. Baring. 


another opportunity of ſpeaking his ſentiments more fully. 


The Commercial Treaty, he ſaid, as far as his contemplation ' 


upon it enabled bim to ſpeak, appeared to have its advantages 
and its diſadyantages: in ſome articles it would prove bene 
ficial, in others the reverſe ; but upon the whole, commercially 
conſidered, he thought It greatly in our favour. Mr. Baring 


ſaid, he wiſhed to ſay a word or two reſpeQing the Methuen ' 
Treaty, which he had long been in the habit of conſidering, ' 


and had always regarded Tn a light different from that in which 


he had heard it mentioned in that Houſe. He conſidered the 


Methuen Treaty as a commercial boon given by Portugal to 
this country for political purpoſes : our taking the Wine of 


Portugal, therefore, was out of the queſtion. With regard 


to the Fiſh, that was a ſeparate and diſtin affair, eſtabliſhed 


and adjuſted long before the Treaty of Utrecht. But Portu- 


gal could ſupply herſelf elſewhere : ſhe might ſupply herſelf 


from France. As to her Wines, it had been afferted, that 


Portugal would profit by rooting up all her vineyards, and 
ſowing wheat, of which latter ſhe imports annually a conſi - 
derable quantity. Our taking Port Wine of Portugal, there- 
fore, was not of the conſideration that ſome Gentlemen ſeemed 
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